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Town centre 
shops need 
our support' 

- SAYS COUNCILLOR 


WITH another 
national retailer set 
to close in Holton 
Road, a local coun¬ 
cillor says more 
effort is needed to 
support independ¬ 
ent businesses in 
Barry town centre. 

Coun Ian Johnson said 
new, local shops should 
take priority, and that the 
Vale Council could take 
‘innovative steps’ to 


by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


stimulate business activi¬ 
ty. 

High streets are under 
commercial attack as 
never before, with inter¬ 
net companies diverting 
more and more business 
on-line. 

The Blockbuster store 
in Holton Road is due to 
cease trading, and Coun 
Johnson said local shop- 
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ping areas needed to 
learn from each other to 
ensure long term securi¬ 
ty- 

He explained: “Town 
centres have faced a 
tough time recently and 
the collapse of traditional 
chains, such as 
Blockbuster, shows the 
problems that ‘bricks and 
mortar’ stores are facing. 

“One of the problems 
for Holton Road is that 
there were a number of 
key sites which were 
held by national compa¬ 
nies and as they have hit 
problems, one by one, 
the shopping has begun 
to look a little threadbare 

“However, some of 
the other town centres in 
the Vale have proven to 
be more resilient, with 
local independent stores 
keeping the area flourish¬ 
ing, as well as showing 
pride in their shopping 
precinct.” 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 4) 
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BARRY HEALTHY HEART’S GENEROUS GIFTS 



Vale litter company denies it 
has called in administrators 


THE company which operates the 
litter wardens in the Vale, has 
denied that any part of it is in 
administration. 

XFOR, which hands out fines for litter, 
dropped cigarette butts and dog fouling, 
was reported last week to have called in 
administrators - the national company SFP 
-with unpaid debts of £160,000 due to HM 
Revenue and Customs. 

In response, the company argued that it 
was “restructuring” and that the use of the 
term “in administration” was incorrect. 

However, when asked by The GEM, the 


company admitted that the debt to HMRC 
had not been paid yet, and was still the sub¬ 
ject of negotiation. 

A spokeswoman for XFOR said: “In ref¬ 
erence to the apparent administration of 
one of our companies, XFOR wanted to 
provide an explanation. 

“For some time, the shareholders of 
XFOR have been trading through several 
independent limited companies. We 
engage in a very wide range of services, 
and this was the most effective way to 
organise our activities and expand into new 
areas. 


“It was, however, the ambition of our 
current shareholders to create a group 
structure that was linked by more than the 
XFOR brand. This would see all current 
trading companies become subsidiaries. 

“Although we retain the capability of 
keeping our activities organised with their 
own structure and operations, this makes 
our business structure more streamlined 
and transparent for all involved. 

“We will also be able to offer individu¬ 
als within each company the chance to 
become shareholders.” 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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Xearn lessons 
from Bristol!’ 


S ODJ 
Bradford 
(GEM letters, 
recently) considers 
it preferable to give 
money to councils 
who, by his own 
admission, intend to 
cut valuable servic¬ 
es but not salaries, 
rather than make 
Cardiff Airport into 
the international 
airport it should be. 

It’s a spurious argu¬ 
ment: I would be happy 
to bet that there is no 
possibility of increases 
in budgets for the NHS 
or councils, regardless of 
any investment in the 
airport. 

Cardiff Airport has 
been allowed to sink to 
its present level of use¬ 
lessness by management 
who care little for the 
local community and the 
money and jobs a thriv¬ 
ing airport would bring 
to the area, and who 


have shown no interest 
in providing a service 
sorely needed in Wales. 

Travelling to Bristol 
is bad enough from the 
Vale, but how much 
worse is it for travellers 
from west and mid 
Wales? 

Before any money is 
spent, there should be a 
concerted effort to bring 
more airlines to Cardiff, 
with a good variety of 
routes to the popular 
destinations. 

With competitive 
landing fees and a focus 
on meeting the needs of 
the Welsh community, 
the airport will see an 
improvement in air traf¬ 
fic, and an increase in 
customers and income, 
which would provide the 
means to improve the 
facilities. 

Seek advice from the 
Bristol Airport manage¬ 
ment team and give us 
an airport service we can 
be proud of!. 

L Hnson, Barry 


Who has a photo 
of this Monarch? 


B etween 

1948 and 
1951, a vessel 
named Charlton 
Monarch was teth¬ 
ered in Barry’s 
No.l Dock, close to 
the two graving 
docks. 

She had started life as 
a liner with Canadian 
National Steamships as 
their Prince David, and 
was a sister ship to the 
Prince Robert and the 
Prince Henry. 

She served in World 
War Two as the HMCS 
Prince David, having 
been converted to an 
armed cruiser, and later 
converted to a landing 
craft support vessel. 

After the war, she was 
sent to Belgium with the 
Prince Robert and they 
were rebuilt as passenger 
ships for Chandris Lines 
for use on immigrant 
ships to South America 


Pendoylan Spitfire 

Y our correspondent who wrote in 
The GEM (January 17) under the 
headline ^Answer to air crash mys¬ 
tery’, reports on a 20-year-old Australian 
flyer crashing his Spitfire at Pendoylan. 

My earlier letter referred to another clearly dif¬ 
ferent crash south of Llantrithyd. The only similar¬ 
ity appears to be that the crash at Llantrithyd is 
rumoured to have involved another Australian. 

This may, therefore, be untrue and relate to the 
Pendoylan downing. 

Christopher Short, Barry. 
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TIME TO KILL OFF 
RHOOSE PROPOSAL 


and Australia, with the 
Prince Robert carrying 
the name Charlton 
Sovereign. 

Due to many mechan¬ 
ical problems, the 
Charlton Monarch was 
sent to Swansea for 
scrapping in 1951 after 
her lay up at Barry. I 
have been photographing 
ships for nearly 40 years 
and am keen to get a 
photograph of Charlton 
Monarch, preferably in 
Barry at that time. 

I have managed to 
obtain one of the 
Charlton Sovereign in 
final form and as she 
was identical, I can see 
that she was in Chandris 
colours at the time. 

So, is there anyone 
reading this who knows 
of a photograph of her? I 
would be delighted to 
obtain a copy even at a 
price! 

J B Wilmot, 

Dinas Powys, 


W ITH regard to the letter in last 
week’s GEM headed “Is Rhoose 
a case of planning by stealth?” I 
would like to reinforce the comments 
made by fellow GEM reader, Fiona 
Morton, regarding fears over the plan¬ 
ning application for 350 properties to be 
built north of the railway line off Pentir- 
y-De. 

Not only are her concerns very valid, but I would 
like to point out that actually the planning applica¬ 
tion is not rejected, rather delayed, awaiting an 
environmental survey to answer some procedural 
irregularities - not least due to the proximity of the 
site to the airport. 

The amended Environmental Statements (ES) 
have ah been submitted and will be reviewed 
accordingly. I refer to application number 
2010/00686/EAO .1 suggest readers of The GEM 
read it:, because unless there is huge pressure, both 
publicly and politically, the application could, quite 
likely, be approved. 

Fiona is absolutely right to suggest this applica¬ 
tion is a precursor to an adjacent development of 
similar size, bringing the total dwelling numbers to 
over 600. 

The pursuit of rateable income in favour of 
destroying our open spaces and green fields is not 
only reckless, it is environmentally irresponsible; 
moreover, it is not wanted nor needed. 

Local infrastructure, particularly schooling, can¬ 
not absorb this without enormous additional tax¬ 
payers’ expenditure. 

The original application was submitted by the 
National Assembly of Wales for Bellway Homes 
back in April 2008. Since then, the vision for RAF 
St Athan no longer exists and the dream of this area 
becoming a centre of excellence for the aerospace 
industry has not materialised. 

In light of this, projected population forecasts 
since 2008 will undoubtedly have changed. With 
pupil populations at the local schools remaining 
broadly flat, I would suggest that Rhoose actually is 

‘Clear YOUR 
drains, council!’ 

W ITH reference to the article in 
last week’s GEM headed ‘Don’t 
block local drains’ from Coun 
Richard Bertin, could the council heed its 
own words? 

During the recent heavy rains, Tynewydd hill 
was like a river - water rushing down to the New 
Jerusalem church, pooling in a lake, then overflow¬ 
ing the pavement and running down to Holton 
Road. 

The cause? Blocked drains. 

Come on, council, look after your drains\ 

Mrs Janice George, 

Barry. 

Grateful to the 
road rescuers 

T hrough your newspaper, I 

would like to extend my extreme 
thanks to the fire and rescue crew 
who came to my aid last night (Friday). 

While travelling from East Aberthaw towards 
Rhoose on the coast road, unfortunately my car 
became stuck in a flooded road caused by the 
heavy rain and thawing snow. 

Not only did they attend promptly and push the 
car out of the water, but they stayed to ensure that 
my passenger and I were safe and warm, until they 
were satisfied I had been able to contact the AA to 
recover the vehicle. 

Gareth Williams 


not in dire need of such substantial developments. 

The application for 90 homes south of the rail¬ 
way line is a mature and measured response to a 
general increase in UK population figures, unlike 
the infamous LDP. 

In the Non-Technical Survey submitted with the 
application in 2010, the land was surveyed and 
deemed as a grade 3B which is termed “not of the 
best and most versatile agricultural land”. 

It does, however, support many wildlife species, 
including commuting bat species and grazing land 
for livestock. Also, this area of land provides a 
drainage plateau for the water run-off from the ele¬ 
vated fields to the north and the natural soak-aways 
from Murlande Way. 

Anyone who uses Happy Valley Lane will appre¬ 
ciate the volume of water that runs through this 
area - sadly flooding and Rhoose Point are words 
that appear in the same sentence all too often. 

It’s time to kill off this proposal once and for all. 
Not all open spaces are particularly green or pleas¬ 
ant and a good dollop of common sense has pre¬ 
vailed at the West Point Barry Waterfront. 

I would suggest that Vale planning has done its 
bit to provide adequate housing needs for many 
decades to come, before we need to look at tearing 
up and concreting over the Vale of Glamorgan 
countryside. 

Richard Hale, Rhoose 

MELANCHOLY 
REFLECTIONS 
ON LEADERSHIP 


ODE TO A 
LOST WORLD 

W ELL, now we’ve had the ‘BBC’ 
(not the broadcaster, although 
another proven waste of public 

money!) 

I’m talking about ‘Blair, Brown and Cameron’ - 
could this country have fared worse? I doubt it. 

Whatever happened to real people? I mean 
someone who actually worked for a living and was¬ 
n’t bom with a silver spoon in their mouth and 
brainwashed by university into believing they can 
mn a country when they couldn’t mn a toy train set 
- superbly educated, but no commonsense. 

Urban bystander 

I remember the fifties after the war, 
when almost everyone was poor. 

But what little they had, they shared, 
for there was always those who cared. 

Not many of them left today, 
they’ve either changed, or passed away. 

I remember green meadows, woods and country¬ 
side, 

the river we swam and fished in, deep and wide. 
That river now is no more than a stream, 
and the countryside gone, as if it were all a 
dream. 

Now built up areas and tarmac roads 
provide housing for population overloads. 

Gone is the country I used to roam, 
and gone is the feeling, that was my home. 

Colin Dudley, 

Barry. 

Doing, better 
than saying! 


I WRITE in refer¬ 
ence to his column 
in The GEM on 
Thursday, January 24 
entitled ‘View From 
The Vale’ by Coun 
Neil Moore, Leader of 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council. 

I would have gained 
much pleasure from it 
but, sadly, it was just a 
melancholy reflection of 
what has gone on before 
within the leadership of 
the Vale 

He writes about the 
fiasco on Barry Island 
on New Year’s day as a 
direct result of the New 
Year’s Day swim. He 
very foolishly remarks 
that usually the council 
is given prior notice by 
organisers of similar 
events, which triggers a 
traffic management plan 
to be put in place. 

He goes on to say this 
was not the case in this 
instance. Come on, Coun 
Moore, who are you try¬ 
ing to kid? The Barry 
Island New Year’s Day 
swim has been a major 
attraction on Barry 
Island for many years - 
do you mean to say that 
you did not know of its 
existence? 

The Vale Council 
recently spent around 
£500,000 on an overflow 
car park on Nells Point, 
which they did not even 
have the commonsense 
to open and use on New 
Year’s Day. His absurd 
comments on the rein¬ 


statement of the mobile 
library beggar belief: In 
the Labour manifesto 
prior to the election of 
May 2012 his party 
promised or pledged to 
reinstate the mobile 
library in its entirety for 
the benefit of every one. 

Sadly, this was obvi¬ 
ously just another vote 
puller. If you refer to 
The GEM (January 24, 
2013) you will immedi¬ 
ately note that this prom¬ 
ise, or election pledge, 
has now been watered 
down. 

Coun Moore now 
states categorically that 
they wish to reinstate the 
mobile library, only to 
serve rural areas where 
they have no library, 
which is a clear sway 
from that which they 
pledged or promised in 
the run-up to the election 
of May 2012. 

One thing is for sure, 
Coun Moore and his 
beloved Labour group 
need to remind them¬ 
selves of who they were 
and who they supposed¬ 
ly are, plus how they 
began, and who helped 
put them there in the 
first place. 

At the moment, they 
are ah behaving like 
champagne socialists, 
which is nothing like 
how the Labour move¬ 
ment set out to be many 
generations ago. 

Barrie V Evans 
(Coordinator, Barry 
First Group, 
Independent) 


T he Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council have 
now agreed their 
approach to the 
Local Development 
Plan, which is to 
step back to their 
previous strategy - 
but not, as in 
Labour’s election 
pledge, to scrap it. 

Another election 
promise was to give the 
public a bigger say on 
council issues. Let us 
hope they can keep to 
that commitment. 

The council’s previ¬ 
ous policy, to consult the 
public about the LDP, 
said they would; provide 
clear choices; not lead 
people; ask how commu¬ 
nities want to contribute; 
give ah sections of the 
community a chance to 
express their views; be 
clear, honest, and acces¬ 
sible with information; 
use clear language; be 
timely when people can 


participate; listen, and 
feed back results and 
how they have affected 
decisions. 

Many believe that the 
consultation fell well 
short of these fine words 
so it will be interesting 
to see how the new 
Labour-controlled coun¬ 
cil improve on public 
consultation this time 
around. 

I tend to assess those 
in power by what they 
do, rather than how they 
present themselves, or 
what they say. 

Judgements need to 
be evidence-based and 
one very good measure 
of planning consultation 
is how often it changes 
anything. 

Dennis Harkus 
(FocusBARRY sup¬ 
porter) 


Share your 
views - email 

gemeditorial 
@tmdlenews.co.uk 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 7) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

31 Thur 

08.51 

9.7 

21.11 

9.4 

01 Fri 

09.28 

9.6 

21.49 

9.2 

02 Sat 

10.09 

9.1 

22.34 

8.9 

03 Sun 

10.57 

8.8 

23.24 

8.4 

04 Mon 

11.51 

8.3 



05 Tues 

00.31 

7.9 

13.07 

7.8 

06 Wed 

02.00 

7.9 

14.39 

8.0 

07 Thur 

03.19 

8.3 

16.03 

8.5 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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‘Route to St Gyres 
school has a 
flooding problem’ 

- claims Dinas Powys councillor 


FLOODING prob¬ 
lems on the Dinas 
Powys Ash Path 
need to be resolved 
urgently, a local 
Plaid Cymru coun¬ 
cillor insists. 

The path is a vital 
pedestrian link between 
the village and Penarth. 

The Vale Council told 
The GEM it was in 
negotiations with a 
landowner with the aim 
of upgrading the path. 

Plaid say problems 
with the path have 
become more pressing 
because the closure of 
the St Cyres site in 
Dinas means more chil- 


Kitchens 

Bathrooms 

DESIGN 8L 
FIT SERVICE 
including 
plast^ng 8L tiling 

Free advice ® quotation 
20 years experience 

Coivtaurt Richard Coles 

01446 736119 
07791 411213 


dren areusing the path to 
Penarth. 

Plaid councillor Chris 
Franks raised the issue at 
a Vale Council meeting 
and said parents were 
keen to see it resolved. 

“The recent rain and 
snow has once again 
shown clearly how inad¬ 
equate the Ash Path is 
for walkers. 

“At last, we have 
forced the council to 
take this problem seri¬ 
ously. For too long, we 
have been told nothing 
can be done. 

“Apparently, the 
council is now consider¬ 
ing allocating £25,000 in 
the next scheme of proj¬ 
ects to improve condi¬ 
tions. 

“The object appears 
to be to widen the path 
and provide a cycleway 
from Dinas Powys to 
Penarth along the Ash 
Path.” 

Coun Franks went on: 
“We all know that the 
council has to resolve 
the land ownership but 
residents and parents 
want action not excuses. 

“The council support¬ 
ed the closure of the St 
Cyres annexe and was 


warned about the flood¬ 
ing issues.” 

The Vale Council said 
there were plans to 
improve the condition of 
the path, and that work 
had been ongoing for 
some time in an attempt 
to reach agreement with 
the landowner and other 
interested parties. 
Planned improvements 
envisage a shared foot- 
way-cycleway. 

SAFETY FIRST 

Coun Chris Elmore 
insisted that the safety of 
children was uppermost 
in the minds of the Vale 
Council, and that he was 
happy to discuss the 
matter with Coun 
Franks. 

“It is interesting that 
Councillor Franks 
should now raise this 
issue, some considerable 
time after work has been 
progressed on a scheme 
and negotiations com¬ 
menced with the 
landowner. 

“While, I am aware 
that he has raised the 
issue via the press in the 
past and will no doubt 
continue to do so, the 
reality is he has taken no 
part in trying to ensure 


that this problem is 
resolved. Asking a ques¬ 
tion at council does not 
solve a problem, no mat¬ 
ter how much Councillor 
Franks is trying to sug¬ 
gest it does. 

“To therefore suggest 
that he and his party has 
forced the current 
administration to act 
cannot be further from 
the truth. 

“Fand ownership 
issues are not excuses as 
he suggests. It is a fact 
that we need the owner’s 
permission and agree¬ 
ment to proceed. 

“If Councillor Franks 
wants to assist in a con¬ 
structive manner, rather 
than turning the issue 
into a political one 
through the press, then I 
would be very happy to 
meet and discuss the 
matter with him.” 

Coun Elmore added: 
“It is the safety, conven¬ 
ience, and well being of 
school children that is of 
fundamental importance 
to me, and I would have 
hoped that Councillor 
Franks would have been 
of the same mind.” 

TIM 

CHAPMAN 


Teen queen Millie pledges 
support for Marie Curie 


A BARRY schoolgirl 
is combining taking 
part in Miss Galaxy 
Wales on St David’s 
Day with raising 
funds for the Marie 
Curie hospice in 
Penarth. 

Millie Charles-Davies 
(14) a pupil at Ysgol 
Gyfun Bro Morgannwg, 
told The GEM that she 
had a special reason for 
wanting to raise funds 
for one of the Vale’s 
great causes. 

She said:“My nan, 
Margaret Charles, passed 
away due to cancer two 
years ago and was 
helped by Marie Curie. 

“As title holder of 
‘Miss Teen Galaxy 
Barry’, my chosen chari¬ 
ty will be Marie Curie 
and my aim is to raise 
funds by doing charity 
work and by getting 
involved in their events.” 

Millie explained: “I 
will be competing in the 
grand final of Miss 
Galaxy Wales on March 
1, at the Park Hall Hotel, 
Fancashire, with girls 
from all over the coun¬ 
try. 

“I’ll be travelling up 
on the Thursday before 
the contest with my par¬ 
ents, so I have a day to 
prepare.” 

Over a four-day peri¬ 
od, a number of 
‘Galaxy’ titles will be 
awarded to competitors 
from Wales, England 
and Scotland. 

Millie said: “ I am so 


excited to have made it 
to the final and I can’t 
wait to meet all the other 
girls. 

“The winner of ‘Miss 
Teen Galaxy Wales’ will 
travel to the USA, with 
contestants from aU over 
the world to compete in 
the international final. 

It’s is a once in a life 
time opportunity.” 

Millie’s long-term 
plan is for a modelling 
career. 



Millie Charles-Davies. 
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MOBILEIPHONE SPECIALIST 


Mobile phone 
unlocking 

• All Phones, Laptops, 
Playstations and XBox Repairs 

• IPHONES BOUGHT 

FOR CASH 
- WORKING OR NOT 
• Screen repairs & repiacement 

Laptops, Jewellery & anything of interest bought for cash 

We accept all major Debit & Credit Cards 


TEL: 01446 421666 
THOMPSON STREET, BARRY 


I Free Home | 
Delivery 

I on orders over £10 - 
Barry area. 

We also deliver to 
I Sully, Dinas Powys, 

I Wenvoe & Rhoose. | 

(Ask about minimum 
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FINEST INDIAN & BANGLADESHI CUISINE 

Established since 1993 


£1 

I Cashback 

on eyery 
£10 spent 

on all collection 
orders 


44 VERB STREET, BARRY CF63 2HU - Join us on Facebook 

Open plan kitchen - we only use 100% fresh chicken 

Business Hours: Sunday - Thursday 5pm -11 pm, Friday & Saturday 5pm - 12am 


January New Tasters 
Spicy Tikka Strips.£3.25 

Chicken tikka strips coated in special spicy batter 
then deep fried. Served with spicy dip. 

Akashi Chicken/Lamb . £6.50 

Cooked with chef’s special spices, fresh ingredients 
including garlic, ginger, chilli and coriander, 
simmered with barbecue flavour 

Shahi Nawabi Biryani... £6.50 

Chicken or lamb cooked with fragrant basmati rice, 
mixed with chickpeas and diced paneer (Indian soft 
cheese). Served with Zeere Aloo side dish. 


BARGAIN SPECIAL • £12.95 

ANY 2 CURRIES (value £6.10) 

2 PULAO RICE, 1 NAN BREAD 
(OFFER MON till WED) 


£5.00 OFF 

YOUR TAKEAWAY MEAL 

when you spend £20.00 
or more Online at: 

www.royalbalti.co.uk 

Just Enter Code: 5off20 
in to the Coupon Box 
upon checkout 

(offer not valid with set meals or other offers) 


£5.00 DISCOUNT 

ON ALL ORDERS OVER £25 


WEEKDAY SPECIAL £15.951 ROYAL BALTI for 2 £19.95 


ANY 2 APPETISERS (value £2.85) 
ANY 2 CURRIES (value £6.10) 

2 PULAO RICE, 1 NAN BREAD 
(OFFER SUN till THURS) 


ANY 2 APPETISERS (value £2.95) 
ANY 2 CURRIES (value £6.10) 

2 PULAO RICE, ANY 1 SIDE DISH, 
1 NAN, 2 PAPADOMS & CHUTNEYS 


No offer is valid in conjunction with any other offer or discounts, no offer is compulsory and needs to be mentioned when ordering. 

Order online - secure online ordering system WWW*rOyolbQltl*CO*uk 

Telephone: 01446 421366/421377 

MANY MORE OFFERS AVAILABLE ONLINE: WWW.ROYALBALTI.COM 
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Nursery pupils revel in the snow 

and prove dab hands in the kitchen! 



THE intrepid nursery pupils at All Saints 
Church in Wales Primary School made 
the most of the recent snowy weather. 

Wrapped up snugly in warm coats and wellies, 
they ventured outside to have fun in the snow all 
week. They made snow angels, stepping stones, 
footprints and even threw snowballs at their teacher, 
Mrs Boffy. 

They kept warm with hot chocolate, delicious 
bread, which they baked themselves, and jam (sugar 
free, of course). 

Headteacher Richard Ware was invited to join the 
children at snack time - he was very impressed with 
their baking skills and marked them down as future 
TV chefs! LM 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

ELUNED PARROTT AM for South Wales 
Central, will be holding an advice surgery at 
Morrisons Supermarket, Penny Way, Barry, 
between 1pm and 2pm tomorrow (Friday, 

February 2). 

ART4U walk 

ART4U presents The Coming of the Light, a con¬ 
templative walk to celebrate the Celtic festival of 
Imbolc on Saturday, February 2 at 4.30pm, 
around Knap Lake and Gardens, Barry. 

There will be a drumming workshop under the 
shelter at 2pm. 

For more information, visit 
WWW. art4u wales, org. uk. 

Walk on the wild (life) side with 
the Penarth & District Ramblers 



RECENTLY, seven 
walkers, along with 
leader William, 
enjoyed a fine 
adventure on a flat 
walk around part of 
the Gwent Levels, 
beginning at 
Uskmouth, before 
tramping down to 


the coast and 
through quiet vil¬ 
lages and hamlets 
on a dry day with 
lots of bright warm 
sunshine. 

The pattern of ditches 
or reens on the Gwent or 
Caldicot Levels has been 
altered by the construc¬ 
tion of the Newport 


CHERYL JOHNSON 

Angelic Reiki Master Teacher 

Meditation & 
Heaiing Group 

NEW weekly meetings at 
Barry Island Community Centre 

Adult beginners in 
meditation & healing welcome. 

No previous experience necessary 

Starting new Monday, 11th February 
7pm - 8pm - £5.00 each 
Wednesday, 13th February 
10am -11 am - £ 5.00 each 

Experience the peacefullness 
of a guided meditation and 
healing session. 

For details contact Cheryl on 

07450 831 328 

email; cherylsangels@hotmail.co.uk 
www.owimanor.co.uk 

If you cannot make either of these days 
but would like to experience a meditation or 
healing session then contact Cheryl, this can 
be accomodated at Owl Manor Guest House 
on Plymouth Road, Barry. 


Wetlands Reserve, which 
covers an area of 145- 
acres and was previously 
a dumping ground for 
ash from Uskmouth 
Power Station. 

Reens, sluice gates 
and pumps had been 
used to turn wetland 
areas into dry areas for 
pasture land, but new 
waterways have been 
constructed within the 
reserve to keep the land 
flooded with water to 
attract wildfowl and new 
footbridges and board¬ 
walks, which are now 
part of the Wales Coast 
Path have been con¬ 
structed on footpaths in 
the boggiest areas. 

A peaceful walk 
beside reed beds adja¬ 
cent to the sea wall with 
great views of the east 
and west Usk lighthous¬ 
es (the latter is now a 
bed and breakfast estab¬ 
lishment) afforded the 
group excellent views 
out over the mudflats 
before they turned inland 
through Saltmarsh to 
seek out a newly con¬ 
structed wooden bird 
hide, where lunch was 
enjoyed in comfort while 
bird spotting. 

Reaching the 
Goldcliff Pill, three salt 
water lagoons have been 
created to attract waders 
and wildfowl such as 
avocet, lapwing and oys- 
tercatchers which breed 


in spring and widgeon, 
shoveler and black-tailed 
godwit that stop to feed 
in winter time along 
with dunlin and other 
waders which are able to 
roost out of reach of the 
high tides. 

Disturbing a grey 
heron, they slithered 
their way across muddy 
fields and over new foot¬ 
bridges towards Nash 
with its glorious village 
church dedicated to St 
Mary, before crossing 
more bridges which led 
back to the RSPB centre 
for a quick cuppa before 
the journey home. 

If weather conditions 
permit, the following 
walks will take place: 
Meet at 8.30am at the 
Cogan Leisure Centre on 
February 2 for a 10-mile 
hard walk at Y Grib and 
Waun Fach; contact 
Barrie on 029 2053 
0753. 

On February 3, meet 
9am at Cogan Leisure 
Centre for a 9.5 mile 
moderate walk Fan 
Fawr and Fan Frynach; 
contact Barrie on 02920 
530753. 

Programmes and 
membership advice can 
be obtained from Pam 
on 029 2025 5102. 

Joy Strangward 


Healthy Hearths 
community gift 

Barry Healthy Heart recently presented 
two cheques for £100 each to the Chair of 
Castleland Community Association and 
Belvedere Park in support of the work 
they undertake within the community. 

Colin Jones, the facilitator of the group, told The 
GEM: “Since moving to the newly refurbished cen¬ 
tre, which is a wonderful facility, we have been made 
so welcome by staff and we love it here. 

“We are aware of the need for financial support 
and hope the contribution will help in some way.” 

Eileen Moore, chairperson, accepted the cheques 
on behalf of both organisations and thanked the 
group for their generous gifts and continued support. 

Eunds will be used to provide benches for the gar¬ 
den and community cafe. 

Shop support 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

Coun Johnson added: 
“We need to see what 
those areas are doing 
right in attracting busi¬ 
ness, and how we can 
better support those inde¬ 
pendent stores.” 

Coun Johnson said 
there had to be encour¬ 
agement to ‘seed’ stores 
on Holton Road and use 
people’s energy and 
experience to make them 
successful: “It’s pleasing 
to see new stores spring¬ 
ing up like the record 
shop and bridal store 
near Thompson Street, 
but we need more inno¬ 
vation and ideas for 
shops. 

“The Welsh 
Government needs to 
review its business rate 
relief schemes and the 
Vale Council needs to 
think of in novative pro¬ 
posals which will attract 
and keep small business¬ 
es in Barry. 

“I think that creating 
jobs hke this in the heart 
of Barry must now be a 
priority for the council.” 

Nick Frangoulis of 
Holton Road Traders’ 
Association stressed that 
a successful town centre 
was due to a number of 
factors. 

He said: “The rate 
relief scheme has been a 
good initiative for the 
very small businesses - 
some get 60 per cent to 
70 per cent off, even 
down to zero. 

“It is also important 
that free car parking is 
maintained so customers 
are not pushed away.” 

Mr Frangoulis said 
landlords had an impor¬ 
tant role to play in 
attracting businesses that 
would stay in the long 
term. 

“We don’t want empty 


units - quality of unit is 
down to landlords as well 
- we don’t want a busi¬ 
ness in for just three 
months, we want it for as 
long as possible.” 

He said that recent 
upgrading of the town 
centre area had been suc¬ 
cessful: “The environ¬ 
ment in Thompson Street 
(since the £1 million 
investment) looks lovely 
and is an example of 
attracting people to an 
area.” 

Lisa Eveleigh, of the 
Old Post Office Coffee 
Shop, located at the top 
of Holton Road, said she 
would welcome a move 
to encourage shop own¬ 
ers to work with 
eachother. 

“I think it would be 
good to have a co-ordina- 
tor employed by the 
council to bring all the 
shop owners together.” 

Lisa said another point 
made by local traders 
was that the council 
regenerated houses local¬ 
ly, but support for shops 
to improve fascias would 
make the area look more 
attractive too. 

Bob Guy, a manager at 
the Vale Council respon¬ 
sible for economic proj¬ 
ects, said it recognised 
that the downturn had hit 
the retail sector worse 
than most. 

He added: “The coun¬ 
cil has invested in Barry 
town centre, and the cen¬ 
tre has benefitted from 
regeneration area fund¬ 
ing, for instance the 
Thompson Street renewal 
scheme. 

“A Town Centres 
Framework is currently 
being prepared, and this 
will suggest ways the 
council could further 
help, including some 
innovative ways for¬ 
ward.” 


Litter 

company 

under 

scrutiny 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

The spokesman con¬ 
tinued: “We will also be 
able to offer individuals 
within each company 
the chance to become 
shareholders. 

“With a view to com¬ 
pleting this complex 
process, we consulted 
with SEP - not for their 
expertise in insolvency 
as suggested by the 
press, but for their 
insight into restructuring 
on this level. 

“After much consul¬ 
tation, the first phase - 
which involves bringing 
individual limited com¬ 
panies into the XFOR 
Group - is now com¬ 
plete. 

“From 2010 to 2012, 
we have grown by 20 
per cent every year. 
After this period of 
restructuring is com¬ 
plete, we project a fur¬ 
ther 20 per cent growth 
in our workforce. 

“In terms of local 
authority support, we 
remain committed to the 
same goal - helping 
local authorities to issue 
Fixed Penalty Notices 
for littering to people 
that litter. 

“Local residents, 
many of whom dispose 
of litter correctly and 
support our work in the 
community, have noth¬ 
ing to worry about. We 
will continue to work 
with our local authority 
partners to make the 
streets cleaner.” 

The GEM asked 
about the £160,000 debt 
to HM Revenue and 
Customs, as Vale 
Council taxpayers 
would be unhappy about 
a company that has 
failed to settle such a 
bill. 

The company spokes¬ 
woman added: “We are 
hopeful that we will get 
a good resolution 
regarding this. However, 
we are still in negotia¬ 
tions with the Inland 
Revenue and the matter 
has not been resolved 
yet.” 

CASH FLOW 

In a statement, SFP 
said: “The nationwide 
insolvency practitioners 
SFP have been appoint¬ 
ed administrators to 
Aqua LAS Limited after 
the company ran into 
insurmountable cash 
flow difficulties. 

“From its base in 
London, Aqua LAS - 
formerly known as 
XFOR Local Authority 
Support Limited - pro¬ 
vided professional serv¬ 
ices to local authorities 
and had an average 
annual turnover of 
£500,000 per annum. 

“However, SFP’s 
Simon and Daniel Plant 
- both licensed members 
of the Insolvency 
Practitioners’ 
Association - were 
appointed administrators 


on January 4, 2013, after 
the company experi¬ 
enced acute cash flow 
problems.” 

Simon Plant, group 
partner at SFP, added: 
“Following the financial 
problems experienced 
by Aqua LAS, the busi¬ 
ness and its assets have 
now been sold.” 

The GEM asked SFP 
who the business had 
been sold to, but a 
spokesman said that he 
could not give this infor¬ 
mation at this time. 

Miles Punter, the 
director of visible serv¬ 
ices and housing at the 
Vale Council, said: “The 
evidence suggests that 
Aqua LAS, a company 
which formerly traded 
as XFOR LAS, has gone 
into administration. 

“We have not been 
notified of any financial 
difficulties with XFOR 
LAS, the company 
which the council 
engaged on a 12-month 
trial for litter enforce¬ 
ment in July 2012. 

“As we only pay 
XfFOR after a Fixed 
Penalty Notice has been 
legitimately issued, and 
only for a proportion of 
the notice value, XFOR 
would have no debts 
with the council.” 

‘NOT HAPPY’ 

Plaid Cymru council¬ 
lor Ian Johnson said that 
residents were not happy 
with the company’s 
work in Barry town cen¬ 
tre. 

He said: “XFOR 
started work in the Vale 
in August last year, with 
the power to fine litter 
louts. Between then and 
the end of December 
they fined 1,140 people 
for litter. 

“A total of 94 per cent 
of these, over a thou¬ 
sand, were for cigarette 
butts, with only three 
irresponsible owners 
fined for dog mess, 10 
for throwing away food 
and 50 for litter. 

“Obviously, we can¬ 
not tell how much litter 
was not thrown away by 
their presence, as people 
pocket their rubbish or 
use the bins provided, 
but these figures are 
slim pickings. 

“Also, problems with 
the service were identi¬ 
fied in a recent report to 
the Vale’s economy and 
environment scrutiny 
committee, who noted 
staffing problems.” 

He said he was con¬ 
cerned about the recent 
news about the compa¬ 
ny: “Was anybody in the 
Vale Council told of this 
or were they kept in the 
dark by the company? Is 
their business model 
viable for the future? 
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ILLEGAL GAS FITTER RECEIVES 
SUSPENDED PRISON SENTENCE 


AN unregistered gas fitter has 
received a nine-month suspend¬ 
ed prison sentence for illegally 
carrying out sub-standard gas 
work at two chip shops in south 
Wales. 

Abergavenny Magistrates’ Court 
heard on Monday, January 21, that 
Richard Trezise, from Maesteg, 
installed a chip fryer at a fish bar in 
New Tredegar between July and 
September 2011 that was classed as 
‘immediately dangerous’. 

Gas Safe inspectors found a num¬ 
ber of safety defects with the gas 
appliance, including pipework being 
connected in a way that could have 
resulted in a serious gas leak if not 
rectified. 

The Health and Safety Executive 


investigated and served Mr Trezise 
with a Prohibition Notice on 
December 12, 2011 preventing him 
from carrying out any further gas 
work until he was recognised by the 
Gas Safe Register. 

However, in October 2012, a fur¬ 
ther complaint was received about 
Mr Trezise’s work, this time in rela¬ 
tion to the installation of a gas frying 
range at a fish bar in Penarth in the 
Vale. 

An environmental health officer 
from Vale Council visited the premis¬ 
es and witnessed him working on the 
appliance. 

The installation was inspected by a 
Gas Safe Register investigator and a 
number of deficiencies were found, 
leading to the equipment being 
classed as “at risk”. Further investi¬ 


gation revealed that Trezise had 
never registered for Gas Safe 
Register membership. 

Trezise, of Christopher Road, 
Maesteg, pleaded guilty to four 
charges under the Gas Safety 
(Installation and Use) Regulations 
1998 and a single breach of the Heath 
and Safety at Work etc Act 1974. 

He was given a nine month prison 
sentence, suspended for two years, 
and was ordered to pay £1,500 in 
costs. 

After the hearing, HSE Inspector 
Sara Joanne Carter, said: “Every 
year there are fires, explosions and 
people are killed by carbon monox¬ 
ide poisoning as a direct result of gas 
appliances being improperly 
installed or maintained. In order to 
prevent such incidents, it is a funda¬ 


mental requirement that anyone who 
works on gas appliances is competent 
to do so. 

“The law requires both employers 
and the self-employed to register 
with the Gas Safe Register. Richard 
Trezise was neither a Gas Safe 
Registered engineer, nor had he 
undertaken any formal training or 
assessment. 

“Because he had some experience 
in the manufacture of chip fryers, he 
believed he was competent. However, 
the serious safety deficiencies we 
identified with his work proves that 
wasn’t the case. He was operating in 
an illegal and unsafe manner.” 

Further information about gas 
safety can be found online at 
www.hse.gov. uk/gas. 


Dinas author’s Kindle book 


A first time author 
from Dinas Powys, 
who was turned 
down by more than 
100 publishers and 
agents, has pub¬ 


lished his novel on 
Amazon Kindle. 

Brian Wolfenden from 
Dinas Powys explained: 
“It is virtually impossi¬ 
ble for a first time author 
to get published via a 


HANDMADE 
CRAFT FAYRE 

Saturday, 2nd February 
at St Mary’s Church 
Holton Road, Barry 

(just off King Square opp. The Windsor Hotel) 

10.30 am - 4.00 pm 

Free Entry - Refreshments Available 

Enquiries - Gail 07722 242317 

(Apologies, 26th January Fayre was 
cancelled due to weather conditions) 


normal agent or publica¬ 
tion house. 

“However, the growth 
of e-books via Kindle, 
tablet, iPhone and com¬ 
puter has opened the 
opportunity for authors 
to bypass the conven¬ 
tional route and publish 
directly themselves. 

“Now I have pub¬ 
lished Quest of the 
Dicepterons on Amazon 
Kindle and it is available 
worldwide to e-book 
readers. It is a story 
about how life might 
have evolved on another 
planet.” 

Brian’s book is the 
first of a planned trilogy 
and is already attracting 
reviews. 


Attempted robbery: 

POLICE ISSUE APPEAL 


POLICE in Penarth 
investigating an 
attempted robbery at a 
corner shop shortly 
after 1.30pm on 
Thursday, January 24, 
have issued an e-fit 
image of a man who 
entered the shop and 
threatened a member 
of staff, demanding 
money. 

After making several 
demands, all of which 
were refused, he left the 
shop as another cus¬ 
tomer entered, police 
said. 

He was described as 
white, in his early 20s, 
with a local accent. He 


41 ^ 


An e-fit image of 
the suspect. 

was wearing a dark 
coloured, waist length, 
hooded coat and mustard 
coloured chinos. 

After leaving the shop 
at the junction of Pill 


Street and Little Dock 
Street, he made off along 
Little Dock Street 
towards Cogan Leisure 
Centre. 

Penarth Inspector 
Darren Grady praised 
the “calmness” of the 
shop assistant and 
added: “We have carried 
out extensive house to 
house enquiries and 
increased patrols in the 
area. ” 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion is asked to contact 
Barry CID on 01446 
731606 or 101; or 
Crimestoppers free on 
0800 555111, quoting 
reference 62130023200. 


WWW. shampan.org. net 
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Award Winning Bangladeshi fiif Indian Cuisine 



Spice up 

Valentine’s I 
Day 

Lady diners 
receive a 
compiimentary\ 
rose. 

Now booking | 
Mother’s 
Day 
Sunday, 

10th March 


Specials 


3 Course Meal only 
£7.95 per person 

Available every week - 
Mon, Tue & Thurs 5.30-7.00pm. 
Offer includes FREE glass 
of house wine/soft drink, 
dine in only. 


NEW Sunday Banquet 

Choice, Starter, Mains plus 4 other 
items ONLY £8.50. 

Children (up to 10) £4.95 


Wednesday 
all evening 

5 Course Meal £8.95 
5.30pm-11pm 


Our 

are too 
good to miss! 


NOW OPEN: Monday - Saturday 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Buffet 12 noon - I I pm 


****Food Hygiene - Scores on the doors 



Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

WWW. barry-todai;. co. uk 


Escape the Rain 
Fly Vueling to Spain. 



^ • 


Fly direct from Cardiff to 
Maia9a, Alicante, Majorca & Barcelona 

Book your 2015 flights at 

www.vii9Hng.com 

Cardiff airpoji;t]g 





























6 - THE GEM 


wwwjacebookxom/slamorsansem www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, January 31st, 2013 


Jenner Park Primary pupils 
enjoy ‘cultural exchange^ 


‘BEHIND THE SCENES’ TOUR AT COUNCIL 



The pupils learnt lots of 
useful facts about life 
in Honduras. 




JENNER PARK 

International Club is made 
up of members from classes 
throughout the school. 

Children in the club have 
linked our school with Escuela 
Francisco Morazan Rafael 
Primary School in Honduras. 

International Club have 
been learning all about the life 
and culture of the children in 
our linked school in Honduras 
while also teaching the chil¬ 
dren in that school all about 
our life here in Barry. 

Our international work has 
recently been awarded the 
International School Award 
Foundation. Well done, the 
International Club\ 

D J Morris 


Castleland community 
has range of activities 


CASTLELAND Community 
Centre has announced sev¬ 
eral new activities at the 
centre. 

Following refurbishment of 
the centre last year, demand has 
increased both for day time 
groups and evening groups. 

The new activities include: 
Fitness Class for fit 50s, strong 
60s and sprightly 70s! (Mondays 
10.30am - 11.30am); computers 
in the community (Wednesday 
mornings and afternoons starting 
from January 30); Castaways 
Luncheon Club (Wednesdays 
10.30am- 2.30pm starting from 
February 6); Drop In Centre 


Parent and Toddler Group 
(Tuesdays 1pm - 3pm starting 
March 5); Crochet and social 
group (Thursdays 1pm - 3pm 
starting February 21). 

The centre also has two new 
evening groups: Cake Decorating 
6pm-9pm Thursdays and Nia 
Exercise classes, a combination 
of dance, martial arts and heal¬ 
ing techniques a new fun way to 
keep fit. 

For further information on 
these or any of the activities at the 
centre, contact Julie Weidemann, 
the centre manager on 01446 
701285. 


SCOUTS 
VISIT THE 
MAYOR’S 
PARLOUR 


SCOUTS and Cubs from the 11th Barry 
Sea Scout Group were welcomed at the 
Barry Mayor’s Parlour by the Mayor of 
Barry, Coun Les Sword. 

The young people were given a behind-the - 
scenes insight into his roleas Mayor and council¬ 
lor, and were also taken back in time to learn some 
of the history of Barry. 

At the end of the night, two new Scouts had the 
privilege of being invested at the Mayor’s Parlour, 
and were welcomed to Scouting on behalf of the 
Queen. BF 


¥w 

f 





ABOVE: Coun Sword greeting the 
11th Barry Sea Scout group. 


The Little Blue Deli 

NEW The Little Blue Deli introduces a HOME DELIVERY SERVICE 



ROAST DINNERS 

NOW BEING DELIVERED 
EVERY DAY 

Turkey with cranberry 
sauce & stuffing - £6.00 
Beef with Yorkshire pudding - £6.00 
Lamb with mint sauce - £6.50 
Pork with apple sauce - £6.00 
Mushroom & Walnut Wellington - £6.00 
Squash stuffed with leeks, cheese 
& thyme - £6.00 
Childrens roast - £3.95 
All Sunday roasts are delivered with roast potatoes, 
mashed potatoes, sprouts, carrots and cabbage. 

Potato Gratin - £2.50 
Extra roast potatoes - £2.00 
Cauliflower Cheese - £2.50 
Extra Yorkshire puddings - £1.00 
Honey roast parsnips - £1.50 
Extra mashed potatoes - £1.50 
Extra vegetables - £1.50 

We stock a full selection of juices and soft drinks. 
Ask when you order. 

Monday to Saturday deliveries from 5pm to 8pm. 
Sunday deliveries from midday to 6pm. 
Bookings taken from 9am to 5pm daily. 


SUNDAY BREAKFAST 

Order fronn 9ann to ll.SOann for delivery 
slots fronn 10am to 1pm 


Full English Breakfast - £4.00 

Sausage, 2 rashers of bacon, fried egg, beans, tomato, mushrooms, 
hash browns, black pudding. 

Upgrade to large - £5.50 

- include an extra egg, sausage and rasher of bacon. 1 

Welsh Breakfast - £4.50 

Welsh pork and leek sausage, lava bread fritter, 2 rashers of bacon, 
fried egg, beans, tomato, mushrooms, hash browns, black pudding 

Upgrade to large - £6.00 

- include an extra egg, sausage and rasher of bacon. 

American Breakfast - £4.00 

2 pancakes with maple syrup, 2 rashers of bacon, sausage, 
scrambled egg. 

Upgrade to large - £5.50 

- includes extra pancake, sausage and bacon rasher. 

Skinny Breakfast - £4.00 

2 rashers of grilled bacon, weightwatcher sausage, poached egg, 
beans, mushrooms. 

Vegetarian 

Choose any of the above with vegetarian sausage and bacon 
£4.50 Regular - £6.00 Large 
Gluten Free Sausages available 

Additional individual items from 50 pence. 




£1 delivery charge will apply to all orders. £3 delivery charge to Rhoose, Aberthaw, Sully, Dinas Powys, Wenvoe. 

Call 01446 401101 for your freshly cooked delivery 

At this time we are only delivering within the Barry area but will extend delivery routes over the coming weeks. Check with the store. 

86 HIGH STREET, BARRY CF62 4DX ‘Like’ Little Blue Deli on Facebook 

3 THOMPSON STREET, BARRY CF63 4JL Follow ©UttleBlueDeli on Twitter 



































Thursday, January 31st, 2013 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 7 


‘PROTECTING THE 
VULNERABLE 
UNDERPINS OUR 
DUTY TO CARE’ 


W E have a 
duty to 
care for 

vulnerable people, 
and this underpins 
our decisions in the 
Welsh Government 
against a tough and 
challenging finan¬ 
cial context. 

This is entirely con¬ 
sistent with our top pri¬ 
ority and commitment 
to boost growth and 
jobs. I made this clear 
in a recent finance state¬ 
ment, allocating a fur¬ 
ther £91.5 million for 
health technologies, 
schools, housing, flood 
protection and transport 
schemes. 

/ also referred to our 
ongoing talks with the 
UK Government to 
progress with the Silk 
Commission’s recom¬ 
mendations that Wales 
should have borrowing 
powers, with early 
access to finance, to 
boost our infrastructure. 

Our economic and 
social priorities in the 
Welsh Government steer 
our decisions, with a 
reducing budget as a 
result of UK 
Government cuts. 

Since 2010, we have 
taken major steps to 
boost the funding avail¬ 
able for infrastructure 
investment in Wales. 

This means that 
there will be more than 
£400m extra available 
in 2014-15 than set out 
in the 2010 UK 
Government Spending 
Review, reducing the 
real terms cut in funding 
from 50 per cent - 31 
per cent, mainly as a 
result of our actions in 


W(§Qslh 



by Vale AM 

JANE HUTT 

(Minister for 
Finance and 
Leader of the 
House) 


BAZAAR 

MEMBERS of the 
Crossway Methodist 
Church, Barry, are try¬ 
ing to raise funds to 
replace the church roof, 
which has been hit by 
copper thieves and is 
now in need of complete 
replacement. 

On Tuesday, 

February 11, at 2pm, 
they will hold a winter 
bazaar, with nearly new, 
jumble, cakes and 
numerous other stalls; 
free entry. 


the Welsh Government. 

Developing afford¬ 
able housing is high on 
the agenda for infra¬ 
structure investment, as 
was clear from my 
announcement of an 
additional £30m for the 
Social Housing Grant 
and Independent Living 
Grant. 

This is on top of 
additional allocations 
made for housing last 
year - £10 million in 
June for a new scheme 
to bring empty proper¬ 
ties back into housing 
use, £6m for the innova¬ 
tive Welsh Housing 
Partnership (this 
Partnership now stands 
at some £100m in total), 
resulting in an overall 
increase of £46m in the 
housing capital budget, 
which now stands at 
£107m. 

Access to good quali¬ 
ty affordable housing is 
important for our econo¬ 
my and for our commu¬ 
nities, for children and 
young people, the elder¬ 
ly and disabled people. 

It is vital for vulnerable 
people and those in 
housing need. 

Unfortunately, the 
impact of the Uk 
Government’s 
‘Bedroom Tax’ could 
have an adverse impact 
on many people, includ¬ 
ing 600 households in 
the Vale of Glamorgan. 

We have expressed 


our concerns to the UK 
Government at every 
opportunity, as con¬ 
stituents come forward 
with their fears about 
how they will manage. 

It is anticipated that up 
to two thirds of the 
households affected will 
include disabled people. 

Many of these will be 
affected by other wel¬ 
fare benefit cuts and 
changes. We are sup¬ 
porting local authorities 
in Wales, like the Vale 
Council, to help miti¬ 
gate the impact of these 
housing benefit 
changes, and working 
with advice agencies 
and Shelter Cymru to 
ensure that advice is 
available. 

Two weeks ago, Carl 
Sargeant AM, the Local 
Government and 
Communities Minister, 
announced that the 
Welsh Government 
would provide £22m 
additional funding to 
make up the 10 per cent 
shortfall in funding for 
council tax benefits 
being transferred to us 
by the UK Government 
on April 1. The funding 
will be used to increase 
the maximum level of 
support people who are 
eligible for council tax 
benefit from 90 per 
cent-100 per cent. 

This means that two- 
thirds of those people 
who were expecting to 
pay council tax for the 
first time will now not 
have to do so. 

This significantly 
improves the financial 
position of vulnerable 
households in Wales. 

Since December, the 
impact of the UK 
Government’s raft of 
changes to welfare ben¬ 
efits has become clearer, 
compounded by the 
recent 1 per cent cap on 
benefits, which will 
penalise the vulnerable 
even further. 

This is one of the 
most important deci¬ 
sions we have made in 
the Welsh Government - 
to protect the vulnerable 
and in doing so, to 
empower and enable 
them to live independ¬ 
ently and contribute to 
our communities and 
our economy. 


SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 


GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

01656 659274 
01446 439214 






Thank you’ from 
council candidate 


I AM writing to 
thank all those peo¬ 
ple who came out to 
vote for me in the 
by-election at Twyn 
ward, Dinas Powys, 
last Thursday 
(January 24). 

Although the weath¬ 
er was extremely 
inclement, and ice and 
snow still covered 
many of the pave¬ 
ments, more than 300 
hardy voters made it to 
the polling station 
(there were also 119 
postal votes). 

The vacant seat on 
the community council 
was hotly contested. 


but after the count, I 
was declared the win¬ 
ner by a margin of 41 
votes. 

I regard it as a great 
honour to be entrusted 
to represent the people 
of Twyn for the next 
four years. 

I will do my very 
best to be a worthy 
community councillor, 
not only for those who 
voted for me, but for 
all the residents of the 
ward and Dinas Powys 
as a whole. 

Once again, my sin- 
cerest thanks. 

Coun Andy Robertson, 
Dinas Powys. 
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Penarth Computer Club 

CARRY ON LEARNING! 


EVERYBODY suf¬ 
fers when severe 
weather comes 
along and the 
recent snowfall and 
frosty spell meant 
having to cancel 
our meeting for 
January 22. 

We did our best to let 
members know in 
advance and apologise 
to any visitors who 
braved the conditions 
and were disappointed. 

I have recently come 
across more than one 
person who uses a home 
computer, but didn’t 
grow up with computers 
and consequently spends 
a lot of time wrestling 
with even small tasks. 


It is a familiar story 
and was the original 
impetus for the forma¬ 
tion of the club - to help 
the ‘oldies’ get a grip on 
the technology. It has 
been doing it for 20 
years and absorbed 
much of the associated 
technologies of digital 
cameras and telephones, 
emailing and the 
Internet. 

On the one hand the 
advances in gadgetry 
and sophistication are 
getting more difficult to 
cope with, yet we find 
that the original need 
remains. People are not 
always comfortable with 
their computers. 

That is understand¬ 
able for complicated 
tasks, but it also applies 


SHOPPERS’ GIFT, 

A ‘TOM CAT’ BIKE 

A £1,500 donation from local Co-operative 
shoppers helped The Intersensory Club at 
Barry to buy a new Tom Cat tricycle. 

The cash came from the Co-operative’s 
Community Fund, in which customers opt 
to donate to good causes in the area. 


Difficulty 

Hearing? 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 


ndependent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 
•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids 
including Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes 
and models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 BEE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 


to the basics, where a lit¬ 
tle more familiarity with 
them would pay enor¬ 
mous dividends in time 
and effort saved. 

The users I mentioned 
above are quite capable 
of completing the task 
they are undertaking. 

They were, however, 
totally unaware of the 
time they could save 
themselves with a few 
simple clicks of the 
mouse or a couple of 
key-presses. 

I find it interesting 
that each user has their 
own personal blind spots 
concerning the labour 
saving tips and I think I 
know why. 

Once people learn one 
way of doing something, 
they keep doing it that 
same way in spite of 
there being several other 
ways of achieving the 
same result, often with 
fewer or more conven¬ 
ient actions. 

A computer user’s 
early sessions may be 
taught by a friend. Their 
hand movements can be 
too fast to follow. 

Sometimes it is too 
much to be absorbed. In 
either case the learner is 
aware of the problem. If 
the ‘teacher’ has ineffi¬ 
cient ways, then the 
inefficiency can be 
imparted and perpetuat¬ 
ed. This is because we 


are all creatures of habit. 

I have come across 
users with years of expe¬ 
rience who are still 
working far too hard to 
get the results they want 
and slap their head when 
shown a better way. 

To help all these 
users, we have assem¬ 
bled a document that 
sets out quite a few 
pieces of advice. On our 
website go to DOWN¬ 
LOADS and click on 
hints and tips 2009 to 
download it. It could be 
subtitled ‘What I wish I 
had been told when I 
started’. 

It is being improved 
and updated, but as it 
stands you might just 
discover enough to be 
kicking yourself for not 
finding out about all this 
years ago. 

Have a look at Format 
Painter under Press 
Archive>2010>8th May. 
Browse for anything on 
Keyboard Shortcuts. 

Our next meeting is 
on Tuesday, February 12 
at All Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, 

Penarth, 7.30pm for 
8pm. The cancelled 
Brains Trust has been 
rescheduled to this meet¬ 
ing - see penarthcomput- 
erclub.co.uk for more 
information. 

HOWARD 

DESMOND 


Heart Roadshow 
encourages debate 
on organ donation 


ON Wednesday, 
January 30, the 
Welsh Government’s 
Heart to Heart road¬ 
show will visit 
Bridgend as part of 
its tour of Wales to 
raise awareness about 
organ donation 
amongst members of 
the public. 

The roadshow, 
launched on Santes 
Dwynwen Day, the 
patron saint of Welsh 
lovers, will visit each 
Local Health Board area 
in Wales before finish¬ 
ing its journey in Barry 
on St Valentine’s Day. 

In Bridgend county 
borough, 28.99 per cent 
of people have already 
signed the NHS Organ 
Donor Register, which 
is slightly lower than the 
overall Wales figure of 
31.41 per cent (NHSBT 
2011 figures). 

The Heart to Heart 
roadshow is part of the 
Welsh Government’s 
Heart to Heart cam¬ 
paign, which is encour¬ 
aging people to get talk¬ 
ing about organ dona¬ 
tion, and whether for or 
against, make their 
wishes known to family 
and friends. 

There’s no need to 
make an appointment; 
people can simply drop 
in while out and about. 

If in favour of organ 
donation, visitors will 
be encouraged to sign 
up to the NHS Organ 
Donor Register and to 
have a conversation 
with their loved ones to 


make them aware of 
their decision. 

The roadshow in 
Bridgend will be on 
January 30 from 1pm- 
5pm at Sainsburys, Sam 
(CF2 9SH). 

A Welsh Government 
Bill to change the sys¬ 
tem of consent to 
deceased organ donation 
in Wales from the cur¬ 
rent opt in system to a 
soft-opt out was laid 
before the National 
Assembly for Wales in 
December 2012. Under 
the new proposed sys¬ 
tem, people will still be 
able to register a wish to 
be an organ donor, or 
they can register a wish 
not to be a donor. 

The roadshow will be 
in Barry on February 14 
from lpm-5pm at 
Morrisons (CF63 4BA). 


ALL SAINTS’ 
PANCAKES! 

TO mark the beginning 
of Lent, All Saints 
Church in Victoria 
Square, Penarth, is 
holding a pancake 
lunch on Shrove 
Tuesday, February 12. 

It will be in the 
gallery inside the 
church at 12 noon. 

There will be a 
choice of savoury and 
sweet pancakes plus 
tea/coffee for £6 (chil¬ 
dren £3). There will be 
also be stalls and a raf¬ 
fle. 

All are welcome - 
proceeds go to the 
church re-ordering 
project. 



GSUS trailer gives students 
a lesson with a difference 


LAST week, years 7, 8 and 9 
Barry Comprehensive School 
students had an RE lesson with a 
difference. 

GSUS Live, a Christian-based char¬ 
ity with volunteers from local churches 
brought the GSUS Live trailer to our 
site. 

The lesson took place in the GSUS 
Live trailer, a mobile classroom provid¬ 
ing a stimulating environment in which 
students investigate Christian teach¬ 
ings on Fear, Forgiveness and 
Rejection. 

A three-minute, fast-paced, 3D film 
introduced students to these themes. 
Students then chose a theme and inves¬ 
tigated the story of a particular charac¬ 
ter. With the help of computer-based 
resources, students took on the role of 
‘agony uncles’, advising their chosen 
character in their dilemma. 

The experience showed students the 
Christian response to various issues, 
and provided an interesting addition to 
the religious education curriculum. 

AC 


Story of a wartime 
frozen Superfortress 


IN February 1947, the 
American Boeing 
Superfortress B29 on a 
secret Cold War spying 
mission, made an emer¬ 
gency landing in the 
freezing wastes of north 
west Greenland - where 
it remained abandoned 
for the next 50 years. 

The crew escaped alive. 
Tomorrow (February 1) at the 
meeting of Penarth Aviation 
Society, Lawrence Ferris will 
be introducing a video telling 
the story of how, in 1994, a 
privately financed team set 
out to repair and fly this icon¬ 
ic bomber back to the US. 

The Superfortress was the 
biggest heavy bomber built 


by the Americans, from the 
same line as the Boeing that 
had carried the atom bombs 
dropped over Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. 

Although forced to land 
with engine trouble, the 
frame of the Superfortress 
remained intact, frozen in 
time and literally, on the ice¬ 
cap. There was a good chance 
that the rescuers could get it 
flying again, but nothing is 
ever certain. 

Penarth Aviation Society 
meets on the first Friday of 
each month at the Penarth 
Conservative Club, 7.45pm 
for 8pm. Visitors are wel¬ 
come. 

Further information, tele¬ 
phone David Ephraim on 
01446 721321. 
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T his month, 
the UK 
Government 
announced plans to 
simplify future 
state pensions, and 
to improve the 
payments to 
women who often 
miss out because 
they have looked 
after children. 

The Government 
believe that people 
deserve dignity and 
respect in old age, and 
that they should be pro¬ 
vided with the support 
they need. 

That is why we have 
delivered the biggest 


ever rise in the basic 
state pension, are sim¬ 
plifying the state pen¬ 
sion, and introducing 
auto-emolment pension 
schemes in the work¬ 
place. 

I say simple, but the 
explanation of why it is 
an improvement on the 
current system and how 
we get from where we 
are now to a single pen¬ 
sion is anything but 
simple. 

At the moment, we 
have two state pensions: 
The first is the basic 
state pension, which is 
based on your National 
Insurance contributions 
history (you get the full 
amount if you have con¬ 


Roadworks report 

Opposite Mount Pleasant Farm, Llangan - Road 
closure: temporary road closure will be in operation 
to allow for the installation of a new water main. 
Church Street, Cowbridge adjacent to Brew House 
- road closure. 

Moulton, Llancarfan - road closure. 


tributed for 30 years or 
more). The second is 
the earnings-related 
state pension, often 
referred to as SERFS, 
which is incredibly 
complex and from 
which you can ‘contract 
out’ if you are part of a 
workplace pension 
scheme. 

It is so complex that 
it is very difficult to 
predict what you will 
get when you retire. 

The two pensions are 
uprated according to 
different rules, there are 
complex arrangements 
for people who are 
divorced or become 
widowed, and there are 
also special arrange¬ 
ments for married 
women - based on the 
rather anachronistic 
assumption that men 
need a pension, whereas 
women simply need a 
husband. 

To make matters 
worse, many pensioners 


don’t receive enough 
from the two pensions 
to live on, so they rely 
on a third system of 
mass means testing 
known as the pension 
credit. There are two 
problems with this. 

First, it means that 
for many people it 
makes no sense to save 
for their retirement - 
unless you manage to 
save a lot, then your 
savings mean you get 
less pension credit and 
you find yourself no 
better off than the per¬ 
son next door who did¬ 
n’t bother to save a 
penny. 

Second, many pen¬ 
sioners don’t claim the 
money they are entitled 
to. 

If you’ve got this far, 
hopefully you agree that 
this mess needs sorting 
out. In future (the 
Government hopes to 
introduce the new sys¬ 
tem in 2017), you will 



Vale MP 
Alun 
Cairns 

reports to 
GEM readers 
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be entitled to a single 
state pension set above 
the level of the means 
test, currently £142.70 
per week. It will be 
subject to: your 
National Insurance con¬ 
tributions; you have to 
have contributed for 7- 
10 years to qualify at 
all. 

The Government 
believe that those who 
come to this country 
and work for just a cou¬ 
ple of years shouldn’t 
get a UK pension. 

The state pension 
will be above the level 
of the means test, so if 
you do the right thing 
and put money aside for 
your retirement when 


you are working, you 
should be better off than 
someone who doesn’t 
save. Put simply, it will 
pay to save, just as the 
Government is also try¬ 
ing to make sure it 
always pays to work. 

There will be credits 
for those who cannot 
pay National Insurance 
because of caring 
responsibilities. 

Each individual will 
qualify for a pension in 
their own right, with no 
complex rules about 
claiming pensions based 
on the National 
Insurance contributions 
of a spouse. 

The complex system 
of ‘contracting out’ will 
be abolished - if you 
have ‘contracted out’ 
you will pay full 
National Insurance con¬ 
tributions just like 
everyone else. 

Existing entitlements 
will be recognised. If 
you retire in 2018 and 
your contributions 
would have entitled you 
to a combined pension 
of £160, then that’s 
what you will get. 

What about people 
already receiving their 
state pension? You may 
be reading this and 
thinking, 'They’re look¬ 
ing after future pension¬ 
ers, but what about usT 

The Government 
have introduced the 
triple lock so that the 
pension goes up in line 
with prices, earnings or 


2.5 per cent, whichever 
is higher - there’ll be 
no miserly 75p increase 
under this Government. 
Universal pensioner 
benefits are protected as 
promised. 

The proposed single 
pension is higher than 
the current basic pen¬ 
sion because in the 
long-term, people will 
not be entitled to large 
state earnings-related 
pensions, and because 
some people (those who 
have opted out of 
SERFS) will no longer 
pay less National 
Insurance. The change 


will benefit those who 
do badly out of the cur¬ 
rent system - women 
and the self-employed. 

At the moment, more 
than 10 million people 
aren’t saving enough for 
their retirement. A sim¬ 
ple, single, decent state 
pension coupled with 
the right to a workplace 
pension with a statutory 
minimum contribution 
from your employer 
will put that right. 

I am pleased that 
these changes have 
been welcomed on all 
sides and hope that you 
agree. 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D759. 

• £2,000: 507763. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£6,500, was not won this 
week. 

• £10: 6 2 0 3 1 0, 
597083,392559,811533, 
315621,378207,265240, 
900089,362992,307809, 
803136, 880627,357930, 
885571, 492240,677532, 
977694,606135,885159, 
549764. 

• £5: 746206, 

586210,709152,752812, 
323347,558295,360589, 
568572,269962,773529, 


142718, 454776, 409633, 
663304, 682384, 898866, 
417942, 744224, 676768, 
721236, 507443,811799, 
391509, 228568, 618783, 
829189,317084,473940, 
732265, 804297,112735, 
320137, 967899, 378452, 
697617, 290612, 534687, 
294603, 851583,778785, 
273125,429531,505640, 
728878, 209876,127973, 
147270,153290,195430, 
469267, 626943,133296, 
946240, 650642, 513712, 
595098, 376184,193143, 
131223, 364656. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 029 
2053 2300. 



WadQ upholilory - A 
90 year reputation lor , 
q^oHtty - i^tiine 
guarantee! on aM 
products 


Sofas MRP £1,639 
Sale £1,099 



R«r>oir 
dining table 
and 4 cbArs 
Wa» £1749.96 


Now Only £999.95 



tn stock! 

Dual ntM Sherborne 
Ut and rise ohair 
5 year warranty 
Wft&£1339 9t5 


wthput VAT 


Now Only £S83 29 



Soaftle Loalher Comer 
Group 

Tc3p quarity hide thnxighout 

'A'33 £ 169:^ _ 


ow Only £1199.95 


Avaiable from stock in block., 
broem and cream 


Throughout the^ 


Vezeiay 

virtBS E699 96 


Now only £449.95 



Vancouver 
Rechner and Stool 
Choice or colours 
Was £299 _ 


Sale Price £149 95 



Dfvan Sets from 
C1S8.95 


NORMAL OPENING HOURS 
MON.TUESWED 5 FRi 9am.5TOpiYt 
OPEN LATE EVERT THURSDAY 9ani.Bpm- 
$AT tOnm-S SUN 11 



Unit I • Retail Area • Llandow Ind. Est 
Nr Cowbridge • SAT NAV CF7I 7PA 
Tel: (0|4|6) 772927/772928 


Viut ovr wHhiw at 
WWW tboplacetcytmnetifal ca<i< 
Enifines email sales^^theriiacekKtonieskdcaik 


m 











































CXvane • Mattreeeee • Oueet beds • • Bedroom furniture • Olvana • MattresaeB • 


10 - THE GEM_ www. facebookxom/slamorsansem www,twitter,com/sem_news _Thursday, January 31st, 2013 

Bedhtensds « Ac^stabks beds • Kids bedb • Bedrcxxn furniture ♦ OKmns • Mettresaes • Guest tseds • Bedsteads • Ad|usii±ile beds ♦ Kds beds • Bedrtxm 



speq apx • speq Sfqiqsrfpv • spes)spee ♦ speq leeno ♦ seaseiiieir^ • suoAfO ♦ ajnyujni ujcxupeQ ♦ speq spfx • i^peq SfCisnsrtpv • spes^spee • arqionj 


CARDIFF 
Lyon Close 
Industrial Estate, 
Penarth Road, 
Cardiff 
cm 8TU 





furniture • • Kds beds * Bedoom fyjmiture • OK/ens • KAactresees • Quest beds 






















Thursday, January 31st, 2013 


wwwjacebookxom/slamorsansem • www,twitter,com/sem news 


THE GEM - 11 


LAFARGE SHARES EXPERTISE WITH 
ITS COMMONWEATH COLLEAGUES 


LAFARGE’S Aberthaw works team 
has been sharing its expertise in 
cement manufacture and environ¬ 
mental compliance with peers from 
around the Commonwealth. 

Through a programme organised and 
hosted jointly by the company and the 
Government’s regulator, the Environment 
Agency, six people from the 
Commonwealth Fellowship Scheme have 
been visiting the UK. 

During their visit, the ‘Fellows’ - from 
Uganda and Tanzania - gained knowl¬ 
edge of working relationships between 
industry, regulators and local communi¬ 
ties. 

Aberthaw Works’ environment co¬ 
ordinator Jon Bailes, explained:“The aim 
is to give them information and training 
which they can apply back in their own 


countries to improve industry, regulatory, 
and community relationships, and so 
improve environmental performance. 

“This programme has given us an 
opportunity to share our experience in 
managing our environmental impact and 
enabled us to show at a practical level, 
how our interactions with the 
Environment Agency Wales support this 
commitment. 

“It has been a real pleasure to have 
Rose Mero (health and safety officer, 
Lafarge Tanzania) and Michael Ikanut 
(senior environment officer. National 
Environment Management Authority, 
Uganda) on site. While the overall aim is 
to present our local experiences to them, 
we have also found it interesting to hear 
about the relationship between industry 
and regulators in their countries.” 



Aberthaw Works’ environment 
coordinator Jon Bailes shows 
Rose Mero and Michael Ikanut 
how they use tyres as a fuel. 


Local MP hosts Vale 
cadets at Westminster 



Vale MPAlun Cairns (above, right) recently hosted an event for the 
Reserve Forces’ and Cadets’ Association at Westminster and welcomed 
Lt ColGuy Clarke OBE, chairman RFC A staff, Able Cadet Anja Pepper, 
Cadet Jack Jenkins and Cadet/Sgnt Ringrose from the Vale. 


Lead thieves 
strike in Vale 


POLICE are inves- 
iigating a spate of 
lead thefts from 
properties in the 
Vale. 

Between 2pm on 
January 3 and 9am on 
January 11, a section of 
roof lead was removed 
from Atlantic College, St 
Donats. 

Between January 9- 
13, lead flashing was 
removed from a conser¬ 
vatory at a house on 
Eagleswell Road, 

Llantwit Major and the 
property was targeted 
again between 10am and 
4pm on Wednesday, 
January 16. 

Llantwit Major 

Neighbourhood Sergeant 


Nick Kihlberg said: 
“While the offences are 
not being linked, we 
have experienced sever¬ 
al thefts of lead from 
premises in the Vale in 
recent weeks. 

“We are appealing for 
any information about 
these incidents and want 
to hear from anyone who 
may have seen anything 
suspicious in the vicinity 
of either of properties 
during the times in ques¬ 
tion. ” 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion is asked to contact 
Police Sergeant Nick 
Kihlberg at Llantwit 
Major police station on 
101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 
555111 . 


Passmores secures a 
top quality accolade 


FOLLOWING a 
rigorous assessment, 
Passmores in Barry 
has secured the 
national Law 
Society’s law man¬ 
agement quality 
mark, Lexcel, devel¬ 
oped specifically for 
the legal profession. 

It is an optional, 
recognised accredita¬ 
tion scheme for law 
firms and in-house legal 
departments, which 
gives assurance that a 
practice meets high 
client care and business 
management standards. 

Miss Carli Evans, 
Partner, said: “While we 
are proud to have 
secured Lexcel, it is our 
clients and staff who are 
the main beneficiaries. 

“They can be assured 
that the way we manage 
the practice has then- 
interests at heart and 
runs it efficiently. 

“There is a lot of 
choice in the legal serv¬ 
ices market, but being 
Lexcel accredited 
demonstrates our com¬ 
mitment to client care 
and best practice.” 

Lucy Scott- 

Moncrieff, president of 
the Law Society of 
England and Wales 
said: “Achieving Lexcel 
accreditation proves a 
serious commitment to 
the continual develop¬ 
ment of the practice’s 


management standards. 
Practices opt to under¬ 
take the rigorous appli¬ 
cation and assessment 
process for the optional 
scheme to help demon¬ 
strate their investment 
in their business.” 

Passmores joins more 
than 1,000 other legal 
practices in England and 
Wales with Lexcel 
accreditation. The prac¬ 
tice management acco¬ 


lade has also gone inter¬ 
national, with firms in 
Scotland, Poland and the 
Republic of Ireland hav¬ 
ing gained accreditation. 

Passmores Solicitors 
are based at 21 
Tynewydd Road, Barry, 
CF62 8HB; telephone 
01446 721000, fax 
01446 746949; website 
WWW. passmores. com; 
email 

mail @ passmores. com. 



21 Tynewydd Road, Barry 

Specialists in all aspects of Wills and 
Probate, Conveyancing, Personal Injury, 
Matrimonial and Children matters. 
Our advice is offered in a friendly 
and understanding way. 
Telephone today for an appointment 
Home visits are available on request 

01446 Z2I000 

mail@passmores.com 


www.passmores.com 


The Little Blue Deli 


TAPAS and COCKTAILS 



^ Tapas and tasters 


Chicken and Chorizo in rioja 
Tiger prawns in garlic butter 
salt and pepper squid 
Baked brie with crusty 
bread and cranberry 
Satay chicken 
Firecracker prawns 
Brushetta 

£3.50 each or 3 for £9.50 


Calamari 
Stuffed peppers 
Patagonian meatballs 
Nachos 

Spinach & ricotta ravioli 

Antipasti 

Lemon sole 


Main courses 

^ Steak, Ribs, Burgers, seafood and much more. 
Our menu picks out the best of the Mediterranean, 
New Orleans, Texas, Mexico and the Orient. 

Try our amazing home made burgers 
including the towering 1 pounder! 


Single for Valentines Day? 

Why not join us for 

SPEED DATING Feb 14th 7pm 




Join us on Valentines day 
and have 15 mini dates in 
the evening... 

We are aiming this event at 
singles aged 30 to 49 

Ticket prices £10 and includes 
a welcome cocktail and a 
selection of tapas at half time. 

This event will be lots of fun 
and tickets are selling fast so call 
today or pop in to get yours. 

This event will be held in the 
Thompson Street store. 


2 for 1 main course & tapas midweek specials 

join us on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday night with this voucher 


Happy Hour 4pm til 9pm every day 

Cocktails £3 during happy hour 


86 HIGH STREET, BARRY CF62 4DX 


‘Like’ Little Blue Deli on Facebook 
Follow @LittleBlueDeli on Twitter 

















12 - THE GEM 


www,facebook.com/slamorsansem www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, January 31st, 2013 



HALF PRICE 
^25% OFF 

EVERY Carpet 

FITTED FREE 



r 



- v' - 



“V|^" 






pro P 

HCF^wnirYi 
(ttd ccttpAt tate 



CARPT VOUR LOUNGE IN 






LUXURY WOOL 

CARPET for onlvi^l" 
£ 5 . 99 ^ 


NEW 

LAMINATE 

DEPARTMENT 


WINTER SAU 


TAKE AMAY TODAYS 



^ 100s OF 
I RUGS 

IN STORE NOW 


WINTER SALE 



? 


TAKEAMAYTOOiAYl 



BATHROOM, 
& KITCHEN 

VINYLS 


WINTER SALE 


TAKi AWAY TODAY! 
































Thursday, January 31st, 2013_ www.facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 13 




0^- 


HALF PRICE 

BEDS 




Signoturv Pocket 
Sprung 46' Double 
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Unit 7, Grippoly Mills, 

Sloper Road, 

Cardiff CF11 8AA 
Telephone 02920 383770 

OPtNIMO HOURS Mon-Sdt 9oin-«pm. 

Late nighf nuns aonv-apm. Sund^ 10.30Qm-4.30pm 

www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or CALL FREE ON 0800 344 442 


CARPETS 

j^ABIDS 
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OeSiCNER furniture OUTLET STOHES - NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 
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[E SIX NATIONS RUGBY 

[B^EE 



2013 FIXTURES 


CAN ROBERT HOWLEY’S MEN 

RAISE THE NATION YET AGAIN? 

Injury-hit Wales out to 
overcome the odds and 
grab fourth Grand Slam 


by DON JOHN 


HE defend¬ 
ing title- 
holders, 
Wales, kick off 
the 14th Six 
Nations interna¬ 
tional rugby 
championship 
against Ireland at 
the Millennium 
Stadium, Cardiff, 
this Saturday 
(February 2) in 
search of a fourth 


Grand Slam in the 
space of nine years. 

In 2005, under then 
head coach Mike 
Ruddock, the Dragon 
suddenly emerged 
blinking from its 
cave, after long, dark 
years in exile, to sweep 
away Six Nations 
rivals with an exhila¬ 
rating brand of run¬ 
ning rugby, Wales 


becoming the first 
country to claim the 
Grand Slam title while 
playing more games 
away than at home. 

In 2008, a more 
defence-minded Welsh 
team did it again, this 
time under their 
newly-installed coach, 
former All Black 
hooker, Warren 
Gatland, conceding 
only two tries in the 
process. 

Last year, they made 
it three wins in an 
absorbing, nail-biting 
tournament. They tri¬ 
umphed over the even¬ 
tual runners-up 
England in a 
Twickenham cliff- 
hanger, thanks to a 
game-changing, indi¬ 
vidual try by centre 
Scott Williams. 

Just as this year, the 
opening fixture was 
against the Irish, who 
were narrowly over¬ 
come in Dublin (23- 
21); and Wales then 
defeated Scotland in 
Cardiff (27-13); 
England (19-12 for a 
20th Triple Crown); 
Italy (24-3); and final¬ 
ly Erance (16-9) amid 
ecstatic scenes in a 
sell-out Millennium 
Stadium. 

While there were 
those who questioned 
the overall standard 
displayed in the 2012 



ESw© B0m(3s PBEIB 

Live this Friday from 6pm 
DAVE BOWEN 
and from 8.30pm 
JACK THE BISCUIT 

8th Feb Glas 8.30pm 
15th Feb The Booaie Men 8.30pm 
22nd Feb The Hinden Burghs 8.30pm 
1 St March The Navigators 
UVE THIS SATURDAY 2nd FEBRUARY 

WALES V IRELAND 

Free Beef Curry and Chips 
at half time 




12 BROAD STREET, 
BARRY 

TEL. 07946 960610 


BAR • WINE BAR 


OPEN 5.00pm - 12 midnight Wednesday & Thursday 
5.00pm - 1.00am Friday & Saturday 


RBS Six Nations Rugby 

All matches shown - sandwiches provided 
Brand New 11" Screen 


Live Entertainment every Friday & Saturday Night 
Available for Private Parties and Buffets 



FIND US ON FACEBOOK 
Enjoy beers, wines and spirits in a comfortable, 
contemporary, relaxing bar. 



Jubilation, as Welsh players celebrate another touchdown 
from last year’s winning encounter with the Irish 
- will their arms be raised aloft again this Saturday? 


tournament, it was 
certainly packed with 
plenty of drama and 
some genuinely memo¬ 
rable moments, apart 
from that Williams 
solo effort at a 
stunned ‘Twickers’. 

Who can forget 
arguably the try of the 
championship, when 
big Welsh wing 
George North pow¬ 
ered through flailing 
Irish defenders, before 
deftly slipping a deli¬ 
cate, one-handed 
back-of-the-hand pass 
for centre Jonathan 
Davies to scythe 
through at the posts? 

The proud men in 
green from the 
Emerald Isle will be 
out to avenge that nar¬ 
row defeat come 
1.30pm on Saturday, 
and disprove sugges¬ 
tions, after last year’s 
humiliating defeat by 
England, that their 
ageing warriors were 
nearing the end of the 
road. 

Like the Welsh, 
though to a lesser 
extent, their prepara¬ 
tions have been ham¬ 
pered by the absence 
of injured key person¬ 
nel, but they will be 
buoyed by the Irish 
provinces’ success in 
Europe, which starkly 
contrasts with the four 
under-performing 


Welsh regions, who 
were all eliminated 
early from the 
Heineken Cup compe¬ 
tition. 

Interim head coach, 
Robert Howley, who 
has taken on 
Gatland’s mantle 
while the Kiwi is on 
secondment with the 
British & Irish Lions, 
will be hoping there 
will be no negative 
fall-out on Six Nations 
morale among his 
injury-hit squad, 
which initially con¬ 
tained five uncapped 
players, bidding to 
pull on the red shirt. 

Both Welsh and 
Irish camps will need 
to be wary of the 
threat posed by a fast¬ 
rebuilding England 
side, still basking in 
their shock victory 
over world champs 
New Zealand, and 
harbouring Grand 
Slam hopes of their 
own. 

Not forgetting, of 
course, the always 
unpredictable Erench, 
who denied Wales a 
deserved Rugby 
World Cup final place 
Down Under when 
Sam Warburton was 
controversially shown 
the red card. All three 
nations are eminently 
capable of taking the 
honours in what is 


already shaping up to 
be a tightly-fought 
tournament with no 
clear favourite to 
claim the holy grail of 
northern hemisphere 
rugby. 

Scotland, after the 
shock departure of 
their head coach, 

Andy Robinson, and 
his replacement by 
Wales assistant coach, 
Scott Johnson, will be 
concerned to avoid the 
invidious ‘wooden 
spoon’ again - while 
rapidly-improving 
Italy will be setting a 
trap for the unwary 
and hoping for one or 
two big scalps. 

All in all, then, a 
particularly intriguing 
contest is in prospect, 
with all the home play¬ 
ers fully aware that this 
time there is much 
more than a coveted 
Six Nations crown at 
stake. 

The watchful Warren 
Gatland will be stand¬ 
ing silently on the side¬ 
lines studying form for 
places on the plane 
when the Lions ’ tour 
party flies off to 
Australia in the sum¬ 
mer... 

So, let battle 
commence! 


• See Back Page 
Comment 


SIX NATIONS 

SCHEDULE 2013 

February 2: 

WALES V Ireland, 1.30pm and 
England v Scotland, 4pm 

February 3: 

Italy V France, 3pm 

February 9: 

Scotland v Italy, 2.30pm and 
France v WALES, 5pm 

February 10: 

Ireland v England, 3pm 

February 23: 

Italy V WALES, 2.30pm and 
England v France, 5pm 

February 24: 

Scotland v Ireland, 2pm 

March 9: 

Scotland v WALES, 2.30pm 
and Ireland v France, 5pm 

March 10: 

England v Italy, 3pm 

March 16: 

Italy V Ireland, 2.30pm, 
WALES V England, 5pm and 
France v Scotland, 8pm 


^ K. MARGETTS (Funky’s) 

'0' GENTLEMEN’S 
■ BARBER SHOP 

51 VERE STREET, CADOXTON 
Anyone wearing a Wales Rugby 
Top will get a Cut for only £5 
on match days only 

Excellent Prices Adults from £6 

Open Tuesday - OAP’s from £5 

Saturday 9ani - 6pm Children Under 12 
Tel. 07731 763087 Hair Cuts only £5 


rni 


VALE OF 

GLAMORGAN INN 

Superb home-cooked food 
at sensible prices! 

♦ REAL ALES ♦ REAL FOOD 
^ REAL FIRES 

SIX NATIONS 




RUGBY LIVE! 

53 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
Tel. (01446) 772252 
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Out and About with The Gl 



Presidential biopic all talk, 
but still hugely engaging 


M aking a 

biopic of 
Abraham 
Lincoln, the 16th 
President of 
America, has long 
been a passion proj¬ 
ect of Steven 
Spielberg, who 
originally had Liam 
Neeson in mind to 
bring ‘Honest Abe’ 
to life for him. 

Schedule conflicts 
prevented the pair from 
achieving this; however, 
Spielberg called upon 
the not inconsiderable 
talents of Daniel Day- 
Lewis to fill the Neeson- 
size space, and their col¬ 
laboration, called 
Lincoln, has now 
reached cinemas. 

The film covers the 
final few months of his 
life, as Lincoln attempts 
to pass the 13th amend¬ 


ment to the constitution 
which will see slaves 
emancipated. 

However, it is a task 
that sees opposition 
come from all quarters 
while he must also deal 
with struggles in his pri¬ 
vate life, specifically his 
wife Mary (Sally Field) 
and son Robert (Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt)... 

As much as Abraham 
Lincoln is revered as one 
of the most influential 
political figures in 
American history, so 
Steven Spielberg is 
revered as one of the 
most influential forces in 
American cinema. 

That the two would 
go together is almost 
certainly fate - and 
much as you would 
expect, the end result is 
that Lincoln is a top- 
quality film that, while 
placing the emphasis on 
talk rather than action. 


Bobath gala 
concert perfect 
Valentine’s gift’ 

Les Miserables and 
much more. Hosts 
include Arfon Haines- 
Davies, Connie Fisher, 
Angharad Mair, Roy 
Noble, Margaret 

Williams and Lucy and 
Rhodri Owen. Tickets, 
priced at £12-£18, can be 
bought on the St David’s 
Hall website, conces¬ 
sions are available. 

Other Bobath events 
include the annual birth¬ 
day ball on Friday, July 
12 in the Royal Welsh 
College of Music and 
Drama. 

The charity is asking 
supporters to “dig deep” 
to help raise money dur¬ 
ing this milestone year 
by taking part in 
fundraising activities, 
including baking for 
Bobath, cake sales, raf¬ 
fles, promise auctions, 
car boot sales, coffee 
mornings and dance 
marathons. 

Contact the charity 
team on 

fundraising® bobath- 
wales.org, call 02920 
522600 or visit 
www.bobathwales.org. 


«'«'DONT MISS THE... 

BARRY Nr. CARDIFF 
TOY & TRAIN SALE 

SUNDAY, 3RD FEBRUARY, 2013 
10.30am - 3.00pm 

Barry Leisure Centre, Greenwood Street, 
Barry, Nr Cardiff, South Wales CF63 4RU 
BUY ★★ SELL ★★ EXCHANGE 

80 Tables, Many top dealers in Dinky Toys, Corgi 
Toys, Matchbox, Britains, EFE, Lledo, Hornby, 
Bachmann, Lima, etc. and much, much more 

Admission £1.75 - Child/OAP £1.35 
Enquiries: 01643 702757 or 07966 694579 

Website: chrisdyerfairs.co.uk 


BOBATH chil¬ 
dren’s therapy cen¬ 
tre is celebrating its 
21st birthday this 
year with a gala 
concert at St 
David’s Hall, 
Cardiff on March 
17. 

“With songs from the 
shows as well as comedy 
and dancing, this variety 
concert really does have 
something for everyone 
and would be make a 
perfect Mother’s Day or 
Valentine’s Gift,” a 
spokesman said. 

Acts include baritone, 
Lukasz Biela, comedian 
Mike Doyle, Peter 
Karrie, Sar^ Lark and 
Katy Treharne, 

Californian folk from 
Zervas & Pepper, danc¬ 
ing from the renowned 
Dawnswyr Nant Garw 
and the Debbie 
Chapman Dancers, plus 
the Symphonic Brass 
Wales and a massed 
choir. 

The concert will fea¬ 
ture music from 
Phantom of the Opera, 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

©GEMScreenTalk 


makes for a hugely 
engaging experience. 

As Aaron Sorkin has 
shown, politicians debat¬ 
ing the where’s and 
why’s over a table does¬ 
n’t have to be the stuff 
of boredom, but unless 
there is real meat and 
engaging characters, it 
means nothing. Lincoln 
lacks in neither, making 
this something of a curio 
for Steven Spielberg. 

Certainly, his hall¬ 
marks are present - a 
noble hero fighting the 
good fight, saccharine 
moments that other 
directors would be pillo¬ 
ried for, and father-son 
relationships that are the 
right side of ‘troubled’, 
but visually it is his most 
muted film for a while. 

It is to the film’s ben¬ 
efit, however, as - given 
the amount of dialogue 
and exposition, the focus 
needs to remain wholly 
on the story and charac¬ 


ters, and Spielberg 
zeroes in on this beauti¬ 
fully - showing the true 
cost of constructing a 
legacy and the emotional 
and physical toll it takes, 
not just on those at the 
eye of change, but those 
around them as well. 

Tony Kushner’s script 
is well matched to the 
director, its focus on the 
most important period of 
Lincoln’s presidency 
giving the film a thrust 
and dynamic a more 
expansive biopic would 
struggle to match, and 
he boils down the politi¬ 
cal skulduggety and 
machinations into an 
engaging screenplay. 

While he shows that 
Abe was more than will¬ 
ing to bend the rules to 
suit him, Kushner still 
paints him as a saintly 
character, intriguing 
moments such as his 
fractious familial rela¬ 
tionships underwritten 
where there should have 
been more. 

As you might expect, 
Daniel Day-Lewis’ cen¬ 
tral performance is 
mighty and powerful - 
anchoring the film and 
giving a superbly round¬ 
ed performance that 
should almost certainly 
see him land the hat- 
trick of Best Actor 
Academy Awards next 
month. 

Seeking the man 
behind the myth, Day- 
Lewis finds him and 
offers a mesmerising 
turn, equally matched by 
a cast that is as good 
onscreen as it is on 
paper. Sally Field shad¬ 
ows Day-Lewis well as 


his wife Mary; Tommy 
Lee Jones makes use of 
his cantakerous persona 
as the firebrand 
Thaddeus Stevens; and 
David Strathairn is reli¬ 
ably wonderful as 
William Seward. 

With small roles for 
the likes of Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt (under¬ 
written sadly), John 
Hawkes, James Spader 
and Hal Holbrook, this 
is a sensational cast that 
delivers the goods. 

The only minuses lie 
in the fact that it often 
becomes a little too 
heavy-going at times, 
with a good knowledge 
of the background of the 
period more than useful, 
while Spielberg’s ten¬ 
dency to use schmalz 
prevents the film digging 
deeper into darker terri¬ 
tory. However, if you 
enjoy political history, 
then Lincoln will make 
for a hugely engaging 
watch. 

VERDICT: Weighty 
and with the emphasis 
on discourse rather than 
action, Lincoln is a 
heavy-going biopic that 
is marshalled with skill 
by Steven Spielberg and 
led by an astounding 
performance by Daniel 
Day-Lewis. 

Its emphasis on talk¬ 
ing heads may not 
appeal to all, but it is 
certainly an immersive 
and engaging experi¬ 
ence. Recommended. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Nixon (1995), 
Amistad (1997), Glory 
(1989). 


Vale author’s book 
launch in London 


ELIZABETH 
GL AN VILLE, 
originally from the 
Vale, will be 
launching her first 
novel, The 

Imaginist, with fel¬ 
low novelist Fiona 
McCready - author 
of Patchwork - in 
Camden on 

February 21 at 
Collective Pop Up. 

Elizabeth grew up in 
Peterston-super-Ely, 
where she attended the 
focal primary school 
before moving on to 
Bishop of Llandaff High 
School, and then 
Cambridge University. 

As an undergraduate 
student, Elizabeth 
worked in The 
Sportsmans’ Rest and 
The Three Horse Shoes 
in Peterston. 

She also worked as a 
playworker in the after 
school club at Peterston 
School, and on the 



Vale’s summer 

play scheme in Barry and 
Llantwit Major. 

She now lives in 
London, but her family 
is based in Pendoylan. 

She spent the past 
three years working on 
The Imaginist, alongside 
teaching and working 
towards an MA in psy¬ 
chotherapy and coun¬ 
selling. 

The Imaginist, which 
was long listed for the 
inaugural Sony Reader 
Award in collaboration 


with The Dylan Thomas 
Prize, tells the story of 
Louise, who moves to 
London in search of the 
long coveted young pro¬ 
fessional lifestyle, but 
finds the cold realities of 
real life harsher than she 
ever imagined. 

Elizabeth (28) said: “I 
started writing novels 
nearly five years ago, so 
to finally have The 
Imaginist in print is just 
incredible. 

“Although the launch 
is in London, I would 
love to bring The 
Imaginist home and do a 
signing in the Vale as 
well, and this is some¬ 
thing I will be looking 
into for later in the year.” 

The launch event will 
be held at Collective Pop 
Up, 4 Crowndale Road, 
London, NWl ITT, 
which is located a few 
minutes walk from 
Mornington Crescent 
station, five minutes 
from Camden Town. 


WHAT’S ON AND 
WHERE AROUND 
THE LOCAL AREA 


Local history 

meeting 
COWBRIDGE and 
District Local 
History Society’s 
next lecture will be 
on Friday, February 
1, at 7.30pm in the 
Lesser Hall of the 
Town Hall, 
Cowbridge. 

The subject will be 
the ‘History of the 
Mumbles Lifeboat’ by 
Sid Wilkins (a former 
lifeboatman). All are 
welcome! 

Church 

crafts 

A previously postponed 
craft fayre at St 
Mary’s Church, Barry, 
will be held this com¬ 
ing Saturday 
(February 2) at 
10.30am. 

Following the 
Christmas tree festival, 
which was visited by 
hundreds of schoolchild¬ 
ren just before 
Christmas, a donation of 
£300 was made to Ty 
Hapus. 

Toys and 
trains 

BARRY toy and train 
sale will take place on 
Sunday, February 3, 
10.30am to 3pm in 
Barry Leisure Centre, 
Greenwood Street. 

The Barry show has 
80 tables and is attended 
by stallholders from all 
over Wales, as well as 
England. 

Organiser Chris Dyer 
said: “The traders are 
keen to offer the best 
possible stock but also 
at the best possible 
prices and value-for- 
money will always be 
the keynote.” 

For information, tele¬ 
phone 01643 702757, 
07966 694579 or go to 
website www.chrisdyer- 
fairs.co.uk. 

TOP help 

TAX HELP for Older 
People (TOP) will hold 
an income tax surgery 
at Roz Couzen’s 
Chiropody Surgery, 
Unit 4, Commercial 
House, Commercial 
Street, Llantwit Major, 
CF61 IRB from 10am 
until midday on 
February 4. 

Future tax surgeries 
will then be held there 
on the first Monday in 
each month. No 
appointment is neces¬ 
sary. 

To call top’s 
helpline, telephone 0845 
601 3321 or 01308 
488066. Home visits 
can be arranged for peo¬ 
ple unable to attend the 
surgery. 

Llantwit 

concert 

THE Cowbridge U3A 


live music group pres¬ 
ents a concert of music 
with a spring theme, 
on February 6 at 
2.30pm. 

It features Anne 
Wilkins (soprano), 

James Barton (violin) 
and Jeanette Massocchi 
(piano) with music by 
Beethoven, Handel, etc. 

The concert venue is 
at Bethel Chapel, 
Commercial Street, 
Llantwit Major, and all 
are welcome; no ticket 
required. 

Family album 

ON February 7, 
Cowbridge Art Society 
will welcome Neath 
artist Paul Rees, who 
will give a presentation 
of his work and 
demonstrate making 
paintings from the 
family album; this is a 
change to the adver¬ 
tised programme. 

The society meets on 
Thursday evenings at 
the Old Hall, 

Cowbridge, 7pm-9pm. 
Visitors welcome. 

For full programme, 
see www.cowbridgeart- 
society.com 

Charity 

function 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 
Rugby Football Club is 
holding a meal night in 
aid of Tenovus, with 
guest speaker and a 
question and answer 
session on Thursday, 
March 14, before the 
Wales V England Six 
Nations match. 

Appearing during the 
evening are Scrum V’s 
Phil Steele, former 
Wales union and league 
international Adrian 
Hadley, and Ospreys 
Rhys Webb and 
Matthew Morgan. 

Tickets £15, can be 
booked at the clubhouse 
after 4pm on 01446 
702276, alternatively 


call 07900 020152. 

Pothole 
fillers at 
the ready! 

WITH the recent snow, 
ice and flooding across 
the Vale creating a 
huge new batch of pot¬ 
holes across the county, 
the BIG Fill team 
rolled into Baruc ward 
last weekend to begin 
phase 2 of the Vale 
Council’s campaign, 
filling 129m2 of pot¬ 
holes in just one day, 
using 12.5 tonnes of 
tarmac. 

This weekend, the 
team will be in 
Gibbonsdown, and the 
following weekend, 
February 9 and 10, the 
team is heading to 
Llantwit Major. 

Talks on CS 
Lewis 

AUTHOR CS Lewis, 
best known for his 
Narnia series of chil¬ 
dren’s books, was also 
a prolific writer on 
Christianity. 

To mark the 50th 
anniversary of his death. 
Rev Dr Mark Dimond of 
All Saints church, 
Penarth, is hosting a 
Lent talk and discussion 
series based on Lewis’ 
Christian writings. 

The four talks begin 
on February 20 on the 
gallery inside All Saints, 
with sessions at either 
12pm-2pm (bring 
packed lunch) or 
7.30pm-9pm. 

Topics are as follows: 
February 20, ‘Pain’; 
February 27, ‘Joy’; 
March 6, ‘Salvation’; 
March 13, ‘Love’. 

Admission is free, 
with tea and coffee 
available. All are wel¬ 
come. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, visit www.all 
saintspenarth.org.uk 


Vale hedge 
trimming 
competition 


THE Glamorgan 
Ploughing and 
Hedging Society 
will be holding its 
annual tractor and 
mechanical hedge 
trimming competi¬ 
tion on Sunday, 
February 17, at Ty 
Draw Farm, St 
Athan, at 10.30am, 
by permission of 
Mr David Lowe. 

The winner will 
receive the Perpetual 
Nigel Sullivan Shield 
and there will be cash 
prizes for places. 

The society will hold 
its annual ploughing 


match on Sunday, 
September 8, at Gileston 
Farm, St Athan, by kind 
permission of RM 
Thomas and Son. 

The Ferguson Club, 
which has worldwide 
membership, will be 
using the event to stage 
the European Ferguson 
T20 Championship to 
commemorate the life of 
the late Harry Ferguson, 
who designed the ‘Little 
Grey Fergy’ in 1935; in 
1956, production went 
over to the Massey 
Ferguson 35 tractor. 

More information 
from the chairman, 
Andrew Studley on 
01446 781229. 
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Vale pub trade recovers 
following recent snow 


HEAVY snowfalls 
recently proved a 
headache for Vale 
pubs and restau¬ 
rants, as people 
thought hard about 
whether to venture 
out in the cold, icy 
conditions for a 
meal or a drink. 

But by last weekend, 
with rain washing away 


the last of the snow, land¬ 
lords were reporting a 
welcome return to nor¬ 
mal business. 

The Six Bells in the 
village of Penmark suf¬ 
fered during the snowy 
period, with people 
reluctant to negoiate the 
tight country lanes lead¬ 
ing to it. 

Joint-owner, James 
Barnsley, explained:“It 
was like a ghost town - at 


by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


Extra cash will 
tackle fly grazing 


WELSH 
Government 
Ministers are pro¬ 
viding extra fund¬ 
ing of £150,000 to 
address the issue of 
fly grazing. 

Large numbers of 
horses have been aban¬ 
doned in publicly owned 
spaces, common land 
and private land. The 
majority of fly grazing 
incidents have occurred 
in Cardiff, the Vale and 
Bridgend. 

Alun Davies, Deputy 
Minister for Agriculture, 
said: “The behaviour of 
those horse owners who 
seek to avoid their 
responsibilities through 
the practice of abandon¬ 
ment or fly grazing will 
not be tolerated any¬ 


where in Wales. 

“I would strongly 
advise landowners who 
find themselves victims 
of fly grazing to come 
forward and report inci¬ 
dents - and any associat¬ 
ed anti-social behav¬ 
iour.” 

Mr Davies also said: 
“The extra funding will 
help meet the significant 
legal costs of prosecu¬ 
tions already in hand and 
planned against the per¬ 
petrators of fly grazing. 

“The Welsh 

Government, working in 
close and effective part¬ 
nership with the police, 
local authorities and 
welfare charities, is 
determined to deal with 
the problem, swiftly and 
robustly.” 


one stage we were out in 
the car park throwing 
snowballs at each other! 

“The seven-day period 
with the snow cost us a 
fortune. 

“There was a standstill 
in the village. On one day 
alone, a total of 62 diners 
cancelled. 

“A 40th birthday in the 
function room was can¬ 
celled too - everything 
had been delivered. 

“It was nobody’s fault 
and we’ve honoured the 
deposit so the client can 
book another date in 
February. 

“With the staff, I said 
if you think you can get 
here safely, come in to 
work, but if not don’t 
bother.” 

James emphasised: 
“During a period with 
snow you still have all 
the overheads of running 
the business.” 

The Six Bells had had 
a hectic two week period 
until the deluge of snow 
- James is now looking 
forward to a return of that 
busy trade with the next 
special event, St 
Valentine’s evenings on 
February 14 and 15. 

A few hardy souls 
managed to get to The 
Highwayman on the out¬ 
skirts of Rhoose. 

Derek Gaynor 


explained: “Our 

lunchtime special is usu¬ 
ally very popular, giving 
us a vibrant mid-day 
trade, but because of the 
weather we did lose 
some business. 

“A few of our loyal 
customers did endeavour 
to get here. 

“Last Thursday 
evening (January 24) was 
our first busy night for a 
week and Friday 
lunchtime showed a real 
pickup, and that we were 
back to normal.” 

The Glenbrook Inn, 
owned by the O’Leary 


family is located in a res¬ 
idential area of Barry. 

Liam O’Leary said 
there were a number of 
forthcoming events 
which would swiftly 
draw customers back. 

“It tends to be the vil¬ 
lage pubs that suffer 
more in bad weather than 
those in towns. 

“The next few weeks 
will be busy because the 
Six Nations is starting 
and St Valentine’s Day is 
a boost - ours is sched¬ 
uled for February 15 
because that is a Friday.” 


Councillor makes 
appeal on budget 


ONE of the Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council’s 
Independent mem¬ 
bers has asked for a 
meeting with offi¬ 
cers to discuss next 
year’s council budg¬ 
et. 

Coun Richard Bertin 
has asked for a meeting 
to be arranged with the 
independent team to dis¬ 
cuss what service cuts 
and job losses will have 
to be made as a conse¬ 
quence of the Central 
Government’s austerity 
programme. 

The authority is 


expected to save several 
millions over the next 
four years which means 
some services are likely 
to be cut. 

Coun Bertin says it is 
important that everyone 
works together on this to 
ensure we get the best for 
the citizens of Barry and 
the Vale. 

Coun Bertin, who rep¬ 
resents Barry Court 
ward, said: “We need 
time to analyse the pro¬ 
posals as this budget is 
going to be like no other. 
It is therefore important 
that we, as independents, 
have an input in the 
budget which will be 
debated in March.” 


West End ‘super 
farce’ comes to 
Millennium Centre 


I F you think 
that the term 
‘Commedia 
dell’Arte’ is the 
new special at 
selected branches 
of Jamie’s Italian, 
then think again. 

The rather fancy 
term, translated as 
‘comedy of the guild’ 
instead is the genre best 
exemplified at present 
by One Man, Two 
Guvnors, the stage 
comedy that gave James 
Corden Broadway suc¬ 
cess, and the show 
recently landed at the 
Wales Millennium 
Centre for a five-day 
engagement. 

The story, set in 
Brighton in 1963, sees 
Francis Henshall 
(played in Cardiff by 
Corden’s understudy 
Owain Arthur) find 
himself caught up in a 
farce when he becomes 
beholden to two 
‘guvnors’, and tries to 
keep both happy, while 
making sure neither 
finds out about the 
other; all the more 
intriguing when the two 
‘guvnors’ in question 
are themselves linked... 

The success of James 
Corden in the lead role 
of Francis in the West 
End and Broadway has 


by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


created something of a 
conundrum in terms of 
any other actors 
approaching the charac¬ 
ter - something that 
Owain Arthur was no 
doubt more than aware 
of prior to embarking 
on the Welsh leg of this 
tour. 

However, his per¬ 
formance, full of manic 
energy, excellent come¬ 
dy timing and an atten¬ 
tion to detail that pays 
off greatly, is the spark 
that ignites Richard 
Bean’s hilarious farcical 
comedy, resulting in a 
truly memorable experi¬ 
ence. 

You can see glimpses 
of why Corden was 
such a triumph, but at 
the same time, Arthur 
offers something differ¬ 
ent in Henshall, and not 
just the addition of a 
few nods to his strong 
Welsh accent! 

The template of the 
comedy asks the lead to 
be on his toes for the 
duration of the play, 
and Arthur brings a 
wonderful physicality to 
the performance as a 
man always trying to 
stay one step ^ead and 
only just managing it. 

Fans of farce and the 


comedy of errors will 
delight in this play, 
while those less moved 
by it will slowly be 
drawn in by the quick- 
fire nature of the jokes 
(both verbal and visual) 
and the wonderful per¬ 
formances. 

There are frequent 
non-sequiturs, asides to 
the audience that break 
the fourth wall, and the 
odd moment of audi¬ 
ence interaction that 
gives the play a pleas¬ 
ing sense of levity with¬ 
out becoming too pan¬ 
tomime. 

Alongside Arthur 
there are a number of 
wonderful turns, from 
Edward Bennett and 
Rosie Wyatt as the 
‘guvnors’ of the title, to 
Leon Williams’ amus¬ 
ing turn as affected 
actor Alan Dangle - in 
fact, there isn’t a weak 
performance among the 
cast, who all execute 
the delivery of the play 
with stylish aplomb. 

One Man Two 
Guvnors is a play well 
worth catching, and 
those lucky enough to 
have seen it during its 
run at the WMC will no 
doubt share that senti¬ 
ment - a hilarious night 
out is guaranteed! 



hers 


A love making fusion of 
white and green asparagus 
cream spiced with edible 
flowers and truffle oil 


New proprietors Paul Bullock 
and award-winning French chef, 

Cyril Royer (already known to Vale 
diners), arrived in December, 
acquainted themselves with their 
regular customers and now are 
delighted to launch their full 
schedule of popular favourites... 

plus Cyril’s exquisite, imaginative 
French cuisine. 

Now introducing... 

Uamuse Brouche 

a la carte restaurant 

Enhancing fine dining, 
complemented by a 
specific wine selection. 

Friday and Saturdays 

5.00 - 9.00pm 

Sunday Lunches 

12.00 noon - 4.00pm 
1 Course £8.95; 

(2) £ 11 . 95 ; (3) £ 13.95 

Pub Food 

Tuesday-Thursday 
12.30 pm - 3pm; 5pm - 9pm 

Bon apetit... Something for everyone ... Please call soon 

Corntown Road, Corntown, Bridgend, CF35 5BA • Book a table today 01656 654884 
email: thegoldenmileinn@gmail.com * www.thegoldenmileinn.co.uk 


"his and hers" valentine's menu 

To start your romantic evening in a 
perfect way, you will be greeted with 
amuse bouche and champagne. 

your menu 

Pre starter: Home chorizo and prawn lollies, homecured 
salmon in beetroot wasabi yogurt. 


starters 


his 


Rustic home-made coarse 
local rillette of pork, pickled 
onion puree and a onion 
crusty roll with piccalilli 


y y y 


mams 


Tuesday Night - Pie & Pint £8.95 
Wednesday Night - Curry & Pint £8.95 
Thursday Night - Grills & Acoustic Music 
Combo £12; Surf‘n’Turf £11.95; Mixed Grill £13.95 
Sundays (alternate) - Quiz or Karaoke 
LIVE SPORT - including Six Nations 
(food served at half time) 




n\ 3 Bottle of House Wine 

for booked tables of 4 or more. 

^ Steak and a bottle of house wine for two £32.95 

Why not book a table for your special event or business meeting? 




NOW BOOKING: 

Valentine’s Night - “His and Hers” Menu. 

A romantic, s ensual 5-course din ner £21.95 per person 

Mothering Sunday (12 noon - 4pm) 10th March 


Crab, lemon grass and 
French clam ravioli. Roasted 
butternut squash infused 
in pea veloute drizzled 
with parmasen oil and 
a purple basil 

y y 


steak and kidney suet 
pudding, seasonal 
vegetables and salsify 
braised in red wine liquor 


dessert 


Cold strawberry and lime 
souffle with a honeycomb 
biscuit 


Banana and chocolate butter 
pudding whiskey with an 
orange custard 


y y y 

to finisi 

Pistachio truffies 

An alternative vegetarian option is availably 

£21.95 per person 
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Valentine's 

Night 

February 14th 


3 Course 
Evening 
Dining 

£25 pp 


Smoked Mackerel Pate 
with toasted crusty bread and balsamic red onion relish 

Asparagus Soup (v) 
with herb croutons and parmesan 

Smoked Salmon on Pickled Cucumber 
with dill and chive creme fraiche 

Seared Scallops 

with parsnip puree, petite salad, parsnip ribbons and walnut dressing 
Breaded Beetroot (v) 

on dressed rocket with cream cheese and chive dip 


Barnsley Lamb Chop with honey chantenay carrots, 
pea and fresh mint puree, new potatoes, port jus 

Pan Fried Hake 

on a mussel, clam and tomato linguine 

Roast Breast or Barbary Duck 
with pak Choi, silky mash, rich cherry and port sauce 

Fillet of Beef Medallions (cooked m/w) 
topped with our sweet red onion relish and melted stilton 
with green beans, wrapped in bacon, pont neuf potatoes 
sauteed wild mushrooms 

Leek and Stilton Tart (v) with walnut, 
peppery rocket and cherry tomato salad, balsamic glaze 

Bailey’s Cheesecake with chocolate dressings 

Welsh Cheese and Biscuits Selection (for 2) 
with chutney, grapes, celery 

Poached Pears with winter berries, 
home made ice cream and shortbread 

Fruit Bread and Butter Pudding 
with vanilla pod creme anglaise 


-8 Station Approach Road, Barry Island CF62 5TH 

Tel: 01446 749355 

www.thediningroombarry.co.uk 

Visit the Website for our new menus and latest updates: 



Valentine’s Day 
Dining 


Savour that so 
sensuous quality 
of dining out on 
Valentine’s Day! 


T he approach of Valentine’s 

Day is often a nervous time for 
both men and women - 
because an all-important choice has 
to be made - how to celebrate in 
style? 

It is a relatively easy decision for some - 
in particular, a couple who have an estab¬ 
lished relationship, with several years 
under their belts. 

By now {touch wood!) they should know 
what works for them. They will have made 
a few mistakes and can, all being well, look 
back and smile... 

For the newer relationship, however, it is 
a little like putting on a blindfold and set¬ 
ting off into a minefield! 

In theory, in these modern times of gen¬ 
der equality, a couple should be able to 
arrive at a joint decision, but life is rarely 
that simple! 

By a process that is hard to chart or 
quantify, one half of the duo will generally 
end up making the final choice. 

It will be ‘his choice’ - or ‘her choice’ - 
and he or she will have to face the music 
afterwards! Considering the options, by far 
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New Lunch Menu 

Italian Omelette - Cheese & Ham 
Panini with Meatballs in 
Tomato Sauce 
Panini Capresa - 
Sliced Tomatoes, Mozzarella 
Traditional Lasagna 
Spaghetti Bolognaise 
Penne A1 Pomodoro 
Jack Potatoes 

served with Chilli Con Came 
or Cheese & Coleslaw 
Pizza - 2 Toppings 
PANNINI & JACKET POTATOES 
SERVED WITH SALAD & CHIPS 

1 Course £4.00 


VALENTINE'S DAY 

Thursday Febmaiy 14th 
to 16th February 

SB 2 Courses for £15 SB 
Bring your own wine 
(£1.50 corkage) 


Children under 12 dine for free from 
our Children's Menu (Mon-Thurs only) 

Join US every Friday for our j 
Music Nights - Bring your 
own wine (£1.50 corkage) 

OPEN: Tues - Sat lunchtimes & ' 

evenings, Mondays evenings only. 


71 HIGH STREET, BARRY 

Tel. 01446 732557 


the most popular one is choosing to dine 
out - and this does have so many advan¬ 
tages. 

First, both here in the Vale and in 
Bridgend county boroughs, there are Just 
so many different places to eat - and so 
many different styles of cooking to choose 
from. 

After all, there can be few places as cosy 
and comforting as a country inn on a cold 
night in February, sitting in front of a real 
fire, as you browse the menu, and then set¬ 
tling down for a great meal. 

What is more, the simple law of competi¬ 
tion and survival of the fittest ensures that 
standards stay high. 

Restaurateurs will pitch their menus at 
different niches in the market, from cordon 
bleu to simple and wholesome, but at a 
time of austerity, each knows they must 
deliver the goods, or diners will just go 
elsewhere. 

That perfect Valentine’s experience does¬ 
n’t have to be confined to an intimate set¬ 
ting in the country, of course... In towns 
such as Barry, Cowbridge, Penarth, 
Llantwit Major, Bridgend or Porthcawl, 
there is a wealth of venues available. 

You can choose a smart modern 
brasserie, or somewhere serving tapas, or 
take your choice from a huge range of 
national cuisines now being offered in the 
area. 

The days when the ‘exotic’ choice con¬ 
sisted of Italian, Indian or Chinese have 
long gone! 

Town-based restaurants, of course, offer 
the added attraction of extending the 
evening by heading for a popular nightspot 
- whether that be a pub, club or disco. 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 19) 


A Delightful dining experience... 

I RESTAURANT & TAKE-AWAY menus | 

Lunchtimes & Evenings 


Now booking for our 

Music to your ears... this Valentine’s Day 

We have maintained our popular a la carte menu 
and wish to introduce aspiring young classical 
guitarist LUC MORRIS, who will be enhancing 
the perfect ambience for Valentine diners. 


WEEKDAY DINNER SPECIAL 

2 courses for only Adult £11.50 Child £6.50 

Sample our TASTE OF CHINA’ SPECIAL 

Keep tasting ‘til you’re full! Served Sunday to Thursday 
Adults - £14.95 Child under 10 - £6.50 

Our lunch choice starts from as little as £3.50 


Private Parties Negotiable 


Telephone orders welcome ' 
T: 01446 771668 
F: 01446 773539 


www.riverview668.co.uk 
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Valentine’s Day Dining 


Let a chef take the 
cooking strain on 
special day of love! 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 18) 

Some couples may want to push the boat 
out and dine in a smart restaurant, where 
they can enjoy wine and liqueurs with a 
leisurely meal before retiring to a pre¬ 
booked hotel suite. 

As befits a proud Frenchman, TV chef 
Jean-Christophe Novelli is well aware that 
dining out should, above all, be a sensual 
experience. 

In a recent interview, he said: ^^Ahh, 
food can be very sexy but it’s definitely not 
enough on its own to seduce a woman - you 
need to have that special connection.” 

He wasn’t actually offering any seduc¬ 
tion tips. In fact, he has (surprise) a book 
to sell, offering some sensual and romantic 
recipes for couple to cook at home! 

However, he had to admit: “Many men 
tend to try to over-impress if they cook for a 
woman, and it often ends in disaster. 

‘‘Women also can try too hard to make an 
over-elaborate dish, which is tiring to pre¬ 
pare and then they are hardly likely to be in 
the mood for romance, after all that effort.” 

These are astute observations that point 
to one obvious solution - eating out and 
avoiding a romantic disaster. 

For the record, the multi-Michelin- 


starred chef has gathered together his 
recipes in a new book. Everyday Novelli. 

So, here is one recipe - a fast, sensuous 
dessert that you can prepare and leave in 
the fridge for one last treat before the 
evening is over! 

ICED WHITE CHOCOLATE 
WITH WHISKY. 

Serves 6-12 (so there’s plenty left over for 
other romantic occasions!) 

Prep time: five minutes. Freezer time: one 
hour. 

Ingredients: 

200g white chocolate; 

20ml whisky, chilled; 

180ml double cream, chilled. 

Break the chocolate into very small 
pieces. Put a non-stick saucepan on a low 
heat until just warm. Remove from the 
heat. 

Add the white chocolate and stir with a 
wooden spoon so that the chocolate melts 
very slowly. 

Add the whisky and double cream 
straight from the fridge. Continue stirring 
until slight ribbons form. 

Pour into an ice-cube tray or ice-lolly 
moulds and freeze for at least one hour. 

PHILIP IRWIN 


^^^voE^ 

ARMS 



NEW MENU NOW AVAILABLE 
Every Wednesday 
2 Curries and 2 Cobra Beers 
£12.95 


2 Meals for £10.45 
Available every day 


2 MEALS and a Bottle of Wine 
for £19.95 


Home Cooked Sunday Roast 
£7.95 


SIX NATIONS RUGBY MEAL DEAL 
Meal and a Drink Package 
only £10.95 (bookings only) 


18 Old Port Road, Wenvoe, Cardiff, 
South Glamorgan CF5 6AN 

™ Tel 02920 591129 | 

Web - wenvoearms.co.uk ^ 


, ^fviee/ I 

Horseshoes 





MOULTON, Nr BARRY 

Re-opens Friday 1st February 

NEWLY REFURBISHED 

New Menus ... 

2 Course Special 3 Course Special 

Monday - Saturday £10.99 Monday - Saturday £12.99 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST 

served every week 

EAT & PLAY in the PLAYBARN 

Monday to Friday Meal & Play - £4.95 
Sat & Sun Meal & Play - £7.95 inch drink & ice cream 

ALL SIX NATION RUGBY MATCHES 
SHOWN LIVE 

Free curry & rice at half time during Welsh matches. 


^^-Valentine’s Bookings 
Qpf now being taken 

” Booking Advisable ^ 


FREE Wl FI - MINIBUS SERVICE AVAILABLE 

www.3horseshoespub.com 

TELEPHONE 01446 710428 



MEALS SERVED EVERYDAY 
WE WILL BE OPEN 
FOR BREAKFASTS 
every day from 9am 


Saturday, 2nd February 

CELEBRATE OUR ANNIVERSARY 

,1 -yP.'i Wne, dine and be entertained! Live entertainment... 

[ ■ ^ ) THE GIGABITZ (5-piece Band) 
Booking Advisable 


OVER 60’s SPECIAL MENU . 

Monday - Saturday: 12 noon - 3pni 

Just a small example: Hand Battered Cod, 

Ham, Egg & Chips, 6oz Gammon Steak, 

Steak & Ale Pie, Scampi, Liver & Onions - Plus many more! 



TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST 

plus Normal Menu - Served every Sunday 12 noon - 8pm 


« SIX NATIONS RUGBY 

ALL MATCHES SHOWN UVE 

Free food at halftime during Welsh matches 


NOW TAKING BOOKINGS FOR 
MOTHERS’ DAY - SUNDAY 10th MARCH 
PLEASE BOOK EARLY! 


Yalentihe’s Day - Thurs 14 February 

Please call to book 


Minibus service available for diners - phone for details 
Nurston, Nr. Rhoose -Tel. 01446 710205/07596 630057 
www.highwayman-pub.com Follow us on Facebook 



Valentine’s Day at the 

Star Inn, Wick 

Glass of Champagne and a selection of breads 
with Olive Oil and Balsamic Vinegar on arrival 

Thai Lamb Coconut Soup 
Tomato and Mozzarella Salad 
Salmon in a Champagne Sauce 
Duck and Port pate 
Prawn Cocktail 
Crab Cakes 

Beef Stroganoff 

Seared Swordfish with Garlic Mash 
and Mushroom Gravy 

Chicken Parcels in a tarragon and cream Sauce 
with Baby Leeks 
Pan Fried Fillet Steak 
Spaghetti with Mixed Seafood 
Mixed Mushroom Stroganoff 

Lemon Cheesecake 
Chocolate Truffle Torte 
Tiramisu 

Selection of Cheese 
and Biscuits 
Coffee or Tea 



LITE BITES 
DAILY SPECIAL 
Lunchtime from 
£5.95 

Now serving full menu 
(except Mondays) 

SUNDAY LUNCH (12 noon - 4pm) from £7.95 

plus Child Portions 

Now booking for Mother’s Day - 10th March 

n Telephone 01656 890080 

thestarinn.wick@facebook.com 


The Glenbrook Inn 


Free House 8i RestauraLnt 



£2.50 a pint promo ALL week 

on Carling, Thatchers, Strongbow, 
Caffreys & I PA 

Ceiebrate ValGfltinG’S here on 

Thursday 14th & Friday 
^^15th February from 6.30pm 

2 Course Special Menu 

includes FREE bottle of house wine 
£17.95 p/p (t&c appiy) 
and foiiow on the night on Friday with 
our ‘aii requests disco’ 

To book caii us on 01446 747808 

Valentines bookings also being taken at 
The Cross inn, Lianbiethian, Cowbridge. 
CF71 7JF. Tei. 01446 772995 

Entertainment for February 

Friday Evenings is our aii request disco 
night from 8.30pm 

Sunday Evenings from 5pm Cabaret 
& Karaoke with Digger - ‘Best Karaoke 
Entertainer in Town” 

Saturdays - Live Bands from 8.30pm 
2nd February - ‘The Don’ 

9th February - ‘Morning Wood’ 

16th February - ‘617’ 

23rd February - ‘Too Toned’ 

S ji Ashaa’s Night 3 

Other Events: 

Race Night 21st February with interim 
Quiz & Bingo starts 9pm (proceeds to charity) 


a. (owd futA iAotM 6e ' 

www.glei\brookii\n.com 
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George Street Furnis hers 


Furniture • Carpets 
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Council looks at 
future of schools 
with low numbers 


MEMBERS of the lifelong 
learning scrutiny commit¬ 
tee have been presented 
with options for the future 
of primary and secondary 
schools in the Vale - as the 
Welsh Government urges 
councils to tackle the issue 
of schools that have low 
pupil numbers. 

However, the recommenda¬ 
tions were classed as financially 
sensitive, so they have not yet 
been made public, and the com¬ 
mittee discussed them behind 
closed doors when the meeting 
took place last Monday (January 
21). 

A Schools Review Group, 
made up of five councillors: Nic 
Hodges (Plaid); Rhiannon Birch 
(Labour); Howard Hamilton 
(Labour); Bob Penrose 
(Independent) and Eddie 
Williams (Llantwit Major First 
independent) has been looking at 
the issue. 

Although their brief has not 
been made public, similar studies 
have looked at schools that have 
unfilled places, and at the possi¬ 
bility of merging schools that 
have low pupil numbers. 

A report that was made public 
at the scrutiny meeting quoted 
Estyn, the Welsh Government 
school inspection body, which has 
estimated that the cost of surplus 
places is £260 per primary place 
and £510 per secondary place. 

The committee was told that 


by PHILIP IRWIN 

the School Places Review Group 
was convened between 
September and December 2012, 
and built on the work of previous 
member working groups to con¬ 
sider pupil and school data and 
determine if the current configu¬ 
ration of schools meets the educa¬ 
tional needs of children in the 
Vale in the 21st century. 

It was stated that one of the 
statutory functions of a local 
authority is to ensure that there 
are sufficient places for all pupils, 
and that there are the right num¬ 
bers of schools of the right type 
and size, and in the right loca¬ 
tions, to fully and efficiently meet 
the needs of the pupil population. 

The Estyn report asked how 
surplus places affect the resources 
available for expenditure on 
improving outcomes for pupils. It 
says that reductions in surplus 
places result in better resource 
management and impact on 
school improvement, and that 
local authorities should retain no 
more than 10 per cent surplus 
places across primary and sec¬ 
ondary schools. 

Leighton Andrews, Minister 
for Education and Skills, issued a 
statement to cabinet education 
members across Wales on high¬ 
lighting the principal priority of 
the current Welsh Government of 
improving school standards. 

The central theme of the minis¬ 
ter’s statement is the reduction of 
the number of surplus places, as 


this represents a drain on 
resources. 

The fact that a reorganisation is 
on the way was confirmed by the 
Vale Council cabinet member for 
children's services, Coun Chris 
Elmore, who said: “I am planning 
to present proposals to Cabinet on 
March 4, setting out proposals to 
ensure that we have the right 
schools in the right places for the 
future. 

“The proposals, which will 
take into account the advice of the 
lifelong learning scrutiny com¬ 
mittee’s School Places Review 
Group, will involve a number of 
changes affecting several schools 
across the Vale. 

“Following consideration by 
cabinet, the proposals will be the 
subject of extensive consultation 
with a wide range of stakeholders 
in the following weeks.” 

Vale MP Alun Cairns said: 
“I’m concerned by the rumours 
that some primary schools in the 
Vale are facing closure. The Vale 
has some of the best schools for 
our children and I’m worried that 
several are potentially at risk. 

“The schools in some of the 
areas that have been mentioned to 
me are exceptionally important 
and play a central part in their 
local communities. They include 
Barry and the rural Vale. 

“I’m determined to do every¬ 
thing I can to support parents, 
pupils, teachers and school gover¬ 
nors in the areas concerned, and 
would encourage those affected to 
get in touch.” 



New community 
centre for Barry 


Looking at plans for the new community centre at Alexandra Crescent in 
Barry with representatives from contractors Jehu are John Mudford 
(Alexandra Gardens Community Association secretary), Coun Gwyn John 
(Vale Council cabinet member for leisure, parks, culture and sport develop¬ 
ment), and Coun Stuart Egan (Vale Council Deputy Leader). 


WORK has officially started on 
the building of a brand new and 
improved community centre at 
Alexandra Crescent in Barry. 

A much-loved community centre 
had stood at the site for over 60 years 
after being built by volunteers in 1947, 
but had to close its doors in September 
2011 after becoming structurally 
unsafe. 

Passionate volunteers have since 
worked tirelessly to apply for funding 
to build a new community centre, and 
their efforts have paid off with the new 
centre set to be completed by early 
May, depending on weather condi¬ 
tions. 

Funding was obtained from the Vale 
Council and a Barry Regeneration 
Grant from the Welsh Government. 

Local contractors Jehu will be carry¬ 
ing out the works, and Alexandra 
Gardens Community Association sec¬ 
retary John Mudford, said: “We can’t 


wait to move back into the brand new 
centre. I hope that the local communi¬ 
ty will continue to help and support the 
new community centre and that it will 
be enjoyed by local people for as many 
years, or even longer, than its prede¬ 
cessor.” 

Sian Vaughan, the Vale Council’s 
community development officer, said: 
“It’s great news that work has begun 
on the site. The community association 
have been right at the heart of the plans 
for the new centre, with John and other 
dedicated volunteers putting in many 
hours completing the various grant 
forms that were required to obtain 
funding.” The Vale Council owns 22 
community centres across the county, 
all of which are run by volunteers. 

If you ’d like to get involved with 
your local community centre, contact 
Sian Vaughan on 01446 704813. 
Further information can also be found 
online at www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 


Slimming 

groups 

help 

homeless 

centre 

HOMELESS shel¬ 
ters across the coun¬ 
try say they’re help¬ 
ing more people 
than ever as tem¬ 
peratures plummet 
to below zero. 

Local Slimming World 
groups in Rhoose and 
Llantwit Major have 
donated over four black 
bags of food for the 
Huggard Centre in 
Cardiff. 

Consultant Helen said: 
“Every year my members 
very kindly donate food 
for the Huggard Centre. 

“Huggard is a regis¬ 
tered charity which relies 
on donations, and just the 
fact that by donating this 
food we will have helped 
people who need it, is 
amazing.” 

Helen added: “At 
present, the centre is 
looking after approxi¬ 
mately 70 people every 
day, so you can imagine 
how much food they 
need. 

“The Huggard Centre 
also require donations of 
clothes, especially water¬ 
proof clothes, so if any¬ 
one out there is able to 
contribute in any way 
you can contact the cen¬ 
tre on 02920 642000.” 

If you would like any 
details on Helen’s 
groups, contact her on 
01446 750738. 



Before 


New Ideas? 
NewYear! 
Time for a 


Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

tke Doof^ Oo&tof^/ 


NEW LOOK KITCHEN! 
Call now for an 
inspirational 
Free Quote 


A family business with vast experience in the 
replacement door and worktop market. 

Everything you require from the 
doors, to worktops and new 
appliances and sinks. 




DOOR I-, 
DOCTOR 


TKe Piwr Ocrcdtrr 

01446 688018 
01656 360027 

wyArwui^Hn^-d^fcHrr.co.uM. 
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13 Unlucky for some 


TOYOTA 


but not at 


To 



ALUJAVSA 
BETTER UJAV 


Reserve a new 
“13 Plate” Toyota 
today and get... 


0 


Plus uihen you order your a FREE PRIVATE NUMBER PLATE 
neui **13 plate** Toyota 
before 28th Feb you can 
choose lof3 offers... 


OR A FREE IPAD" 


OR A FREE 32" LCD HD TV‘ 


Toyota World Bridgend 

Tondu Road, Bridgend. Mid Glamorgan CF31 fj 

Tel: 01656 858334 / ^ 

www.toyotaworldbridqend.tdM^co.uk 


m. I 1 ■ ! <S ' tr ^ -• • fc-- i S,-- • 
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Merched y Wawr’s 
Commons insight 



VALE MP Alun Cairns 
recently met members of 
Merched y Wawr, 
Cowbridge, at their regu¬ 
lar monthly meeting. 

He was invited to talk to the 
members about his role as an MP 
and shared details of his life at 
Westminster and the House of 
Commons during a typical work¬ 
ing week. 

Mr Cairns said: “It was a 
pleasure to meet and chat with 
the Merched y Wawr members in 
Cowbridge about my role and 
life in the day of an MP in 
Westminster. 

“I was delighted to accept 
Mary Crandon’s invitation to join 
the group at their monthly meet¬ 
ing. Merched y Wawr are a ter¬ 
rific organisation, who now have 
over 280 branches across Wales 
- providing a social network and 


support for their local communi¬ 
ties for women, by women, 
through the medium of Welsh.” 

Merched y 
Wawr y 
Bontfaen yn 
croesawi’r 
Aelod 
Seneddol 
lleol 

YMUNODD yr Aelod Seneddol 
Alun Cairns ac aelodau 
Merched y Wawr y Bontfaen yn 
ei cyfarfod misol. 

Gwahoddwyd Aelod 
Seneddol y Fro i siarad d’r 
grwp am ei amser yn San 


Steffan, i ddisgrifio ei swyddo- 
gaethau ond hefyd i rannu sto- 
riau a ffeithiau digri am wei- 
thio yn Nhy’r Cyffredin. 

Dwedodd Mr Cairns: “Roedd 
yn bleser imi cael y cyfle i 
siarad ac aelodau Merched y 
Wawr Y Bontfaen am fy swydd 
fel Aelod Seneddol yr ardal, a’r 
hyn sy’n digwydd ar ddiwrnod 
arferol (os oes yna siwd beth!) 
yn San Steffan. 

“Roeddwn yn falch iawn i 
dderbyn gwahoddiad Mary 
Crandon, Llywydd cangen y 
Bontfaen, iymuno a’i cyfarfod 
misol. Mae Merched y Wawr 
yn sefydliad hynod, sydd erbyn 
hyn a dros 280 o ganghennau 
ledled Cymru - yn darpar 
rhwydwaith cymwynasgar yn y 
gymuned gan ac i ferched trwy 
gyfrwngy Gymraeg.” 


LOCAL COMPANY PICKS 

UP ANOTHER TOP AWARD 


LOCAL landscap¬ 
ing company NP 
Garden & 
Landscaping 
Services Ltd is cele¬ 
brating for the sec¬ 
ond year running - 
after winning 
another award for 
their landscaping 
services. 

They collected their 
award - the best engi¬ 
neering achievement for 
a landscaping project - 
at the Marshalls annual 
award ceremony on 
Tuesday, January 15. 

The job involved 
excavating and remov¬ 
ing more than 100 tons 
of earth, and then build¬ 
ing complex retaining 
walls, with drainage. 

The work also 
involved building natu¬ 
ral stone walls incorpo¬ 
rating a modern water 
feature, along with con¬ 
struction of new natural 
stone steps and and 
patio areas. 

A company 
spokesman said: “This 
is the second year run¬ 
ning we have won 
awards for our work, 
after winning the ‘best 
patio installation’ award 
last year”. 

The winning projects 
were picked from appli¬ 
cants from the south 
west of England and 
Wales, and were judged 
on design, construction 
detailing and quality of 


workmanship. 

NP Garden & 
Landscaping Services 
Ltd specialise in garden 
and driveway 
makeovers, and has 
now been established 
for more than 12 years. 

The company has 
also recently become a 
member of both the 
Government- approved 
trustmark scheme, and 
the association of pro¬ 
fessional landscapers. 



Nick Palmer (centre) receives the award from 
Carrie and Mark of Marshalls, the sponsors. 


Garden & Landscaping Services 

31P) /lurarcl Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 




Award 

Winning 

Project 


www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

• Block Paved & Resin Driveways • Patios 
Fencing • Decking • Walling 
• Water Features/Ponds 
• Turfing 






HEARING 
LOSS? 

YOU COULD BE 
ENTITLED TO 
COMPENSATION: 



DID YOU 
WORK IN... 

• THE STEEL 
INDUSTRY 

•POWER 

STATIONS 

•CHEMICALS 

•MINES AND 
QUARRIES 

• CONSTRUCTION 
/ROADS 

•ANY OTHER 
NOISY 
WORKPLACE 


CALL ANYTIME FREE 

(0808) 1560086 




HEARING TEST 

NEAR YOU 

AND GET ADVICE FROM 
A SOLICITOR ON A 
COMPENSATION CLAIM 


NO WIN NO FEE 


100% COMPENSATION 
PAID 


ROBERT TARREN 

SOLICITORS 


www.roberttarren.co.uk 


Regulated by the solicitors regulation authority No 457491 




















































www.facebookxom/slamorsansem www,twitterxom/sem news 


24 - THE GEM 


Thursday, January 31st, 2013 


MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 

member is recommended by Steve Davies 

seat ljv i 


SPECIAL OFFER 

BmLLED FRONT ppORSf^^^^^ 

WINDOW * DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK ’ 

‘ 6 WINDOWSyHTTEp FRO^^^^ 

’ DOORS FITTED FROM £450 ^ 

’ FRENCH DOORS FROM £795 ^ 

’conservatories FROW 

COMPOsifE DOORS FITTED FROM £795 . 

r r- 



Z WINDOWS a DOORS W 

Z FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE ^ 
V fREEVERIICAL BLINDS “ 

Z WIDE RANGE OF SI YLLS a FINfSHES 
Z 10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANI EE 




/m 


Fanp^Own^ 
sinct UMi 


I .c _ 


REPAIl SERVICE 
Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 

not to be 
missed 


0 % 

finance 

available 


This stunning 

Bevelled Fk'ont Door 

fully fitted only £499 




“39 





choose one of these perfect doors 


i 

‘>SltMUTCM'UMMMXWSkOOOIBMIO(X^ ^ 

FREE ONLINE (^OTES mpnwindows@aol.com ^ 
UWCTpiNlWmXOm Opening Hours: ^ 

07976 640959 7 Days a Week ^ 

[ " /^nazing Offer! 

j C&&*^f'eri'«tolblnBi5iaidieyei^fiil»iee ^- 

I oMndoMS<j'id(teriarcciiseiv 49 r>f 4 ttid! 1 

^ i-drimWi'wi oTt J 

BRIDGEND 01656 ^ 02920 508770 

01446 439212 for the Vale 

www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff. CF11 SAP 


M.P.N 

00)11 tmrais 
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Adam’s ‘starter for 
ten on’ University 
Challenge TV show 



A BARRY-bred university 
student was part of the vic¬ 
torious Bangor team which 
defeated Durham this week 
on the BBC TV quiz 
University Challenge. 

Bangor is flying the Welsh flag 
as the last university from Wales 
left in the competition, and Adam 
Pearce is one of its team members. 

Adam (25) attended the Welsh 
medium school Ysgol Sant Baruc 
in the town, before going on to 
Ysgol Gyfun Glantaf in Cardiff - 
it was before the Vale had its own 
Welsh medium secondary school 
in Barry. 


Adam is currently studying for 
a PhD in translation studies at 
Bangor University in north Wales. 

He explained that there was 
strong competition just to get on 
the team. 

“There were more than 100 
students who competed for a place 
in the Bangor team, so I feel priv¬ 
ileged to be a member. 

“The team then had to go 
through a rigorous selection 
process even to get on TV - there 
were several rounds of question¬ 
ing, both in Bangor, and at the ITV 
studios in Manchester where film¬ 
ing takes place.” 

One question put to the teams 


LEFT: 
Adam 
(far left) 
pictured 
with his 
Bangor 
team¬ 
mates 
on the 
TVshow. 


concerned two Pontypridd broth¬ 
ers and which song they had writ¬ 
ten. 

First on the button was Adam 
with the answer that it was the 
Welsh national anthem. 

Questionmaster Jeremy 

Paxman commented: “If you’d got 
that wrong, they would have never 
let you go home]” 

Although he has exchanged 
south for north Wales, Adam said 
there was one strong comparison. 

“I do sometimes miss home in 
Barry, but the great thing about 
Bangor is that we're by the sea 
here, as well!” 


Devastation caused by 
Tasmanian bush fires 



LEFT: Bush fires have left a 
trail of destruction. 

LAST week, The GEM told the 
thrilling story of how a young 
woman on an exchange visit 
between the Vale and Australia 
took supplies out to people on a 
Tasmanian peninsula because 
they were threatened by bush 
fires. 

Leanne Martlew (27) jet-skied 70 
kilometres along the coast to deliver 
drinks and food to people who were 
waiting to be evacuated by boats. 

Leanne has sent this photograph of 
a burnt out bus and scorched vegeta¬ 
tion, illustrating the destruction 
caused by the fires in Tasmania earli¬ 
er this month. 


TOWN NEEDS 
MORE PARKING’ 


WE moved to 
Wales in 1970, 
when our factory 
came to Bridgend 
under the WDA 
scheme. 

Not knowing the area, 
we were delighted when 
we found Cowbridge - a 
delightful market town 
full of small shops sell¬ 
ing local produce and 
staffed by friendly, wel¬ 
coming people. 

Unfortunately, many 
of those small shops 
have gone and those 
remaining are struggling 
as there is limited park¬ 
ing. 

The Town Hall car 
park is full very early in 
the morning, more so 
since Waitrose opened. 

People from 


Llanblethian and sur¬ 
rounding villages need 
to use cars and if living 
on their own, find the 
personal contact with 
people they know com¬ 
forting. 

So when will the Vale 
Council realise the town 
will die if more parking 
is not provided? 

Mrs Jean Dale, 
Cowbridge. 


Share your 
views - email 

gemeditorial® 
tindlenews.co.uk 


‘Love thy neighbour’ 

urges Barry councillor 


A Barry councillor has 
appealed to people in 
the Vale to keep a par¬ 
ticular eye on vulnera¬ 
ble neighbours during 
periods of severe 
weather. 

Coun Richard Bertin, 
chair of the local 
authority’s social care 
committee, said: “I am 
fully aware of the prob¬ 
lems the vulnerable peo¬ 
ple face during adverse 


Guides in store 

ON Saturday, February 2, the 1st 
Llandough Guides will join forces with 
volunteers from Dinas Powys Voluntary 
Concern for a fundraising event at 
Morrisons, Cardiff Bay. 

As part of the community action section of the 
Guide programme, the girls will be bagpacking 
from 10am -3pm. 

There will also be a display in store with fur¬ 
ther information on Guiding in Dinas Powys and 
Llandough as well as details of the help available 
from DPVC. 

For further information contact llan- 
doughguides @googlemail. com. 


weather. Not only do 
motorists suffer through 
the snow, but so do those 
with heart and respirato¬ 
ry problems. 

“These people find it 
hard in the cold due to 
these problems. 

“Councils such as the 
Vale of Glamorgan are 
geared up and doing 
their bit to help the most 
vulnerable. They have 4 
X 4 vehicles with social 
work teams out and 
about visiting the com¬ 
munity. ” 

Coun Bertin said 
social services would 
appreciate the public 
being vigilant if they had 
a neighbour who might 
need help. 

“Social work teams 
also would like you to 
act as their eyes and 
ears and let the council 
know of anyone facing 
difficulty. People can 
call the Vale's Social 
Care team on 01446 
7001.” 


Barry’s winter wonderland 

m 




ASBO for horse 
trader’s son 

A HORSE trader’s 
son has been given 
an ASBO after a 
Vale Council inves¬ 
tigation 

Thomas Hope Price, 
son of Tom Price (sen¬ 
ior), has received an 
interim Anti-Social 
Behaviour Order (ASBO, 
after continued issues of 
fly-grazing and straying 
horses in the Vale of 
Glamorgan and Bridgend 
county borough. 

Thomas Hope Price, 
of Glamorgan Horse 
Traders Ltd, received the 
interim ASBO on 
Tuesday, January 28, 

2013, following “excel¬ 
lent partnership between 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Trading Standards 
Department, Bridgend 
Trading Standards and 
South Wales Police”. 

The principal trading 
standards officer for the 
Vale Council, Christina 
Roberts-Kinsey, said: 

“We will continue to 
work on tackling these 
issues and I hope the 
introduction of the condi¬ 
tions will address any 
remaining problems in 
the area. 

“The order has been 
made in the same terms 
as the order relating to 
Mr Tom Price (senior); 
namely that both individ¬ 
uals must not allow ani¬ 
mals owned by them, or 
under their care or con¬ 
trol, to stray on the high¬ 
way, and also from keep¬ 
ing horses on land with- 


Thomas Hope Price. 

out a valid written legal 
agreement of the 
landowner. 

“They have also been 
prevented from selling, 
or transferring owner¬ 
ship, of a horse which is 
not correctly identified, 
where the details have 
not been updated with his 
ownership details.” 

The Superintendent 
and Police Commander 
for Bridgend and the Vale 
of Glamorgan, Paul 
James, said: “This is 
another example of posi¬ 
tive partnership working 
to resolve issues faced 
within the Vale and 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough. 

“This ASBO demon¬ 
strates that police, along 
with our partner agen¬ 
cies, are tackling anti¬ 
social behaviour within 
our communities and are 
getting tougher on those 
who display this type of 
behaviour. 

“A breach of this Anti- 
Social Behaviour Order 
carries serious penalties. 
The community’s help in 
letting us know when 
these orders are broken is 
vital to their success.” 


LOCAL photographer Matthew Morgan 
captured these snowy scenes during the 
recent bout of cold weather. As usual, the 
rule seems to be that the youngsters love 
it, while for the adults it’s all a bit of a 
chore. 


CARE FORUM 
GROUP LAUNCHED 


A NEW group is 
being launched to 
support vulnerable 
adults with complex 
mental health needs 
in Bridgend and the 
Vale. 

Care Forum Wales is 
setting up the special 
interest group to “drive 
up standards and give 
providers a unified 
voice” and a prime 
mover is trained psychi¬ 
atric nurse Michelle 
Martin, whose company 
runs five specialist care 
homes in south Wales. 

A spokesman said the 
aim is to look after the 
interest of young adults, 
between the ages of 18 
and 65. 

Care Forum Wales 


Policy Officer Melanie 
Minty believes the cre¬ 
ation of the new group 
specialising in the needs 
of younger adults will be 
an important develop¬ 
ment: “Most of the focus 
of society seems to be on 
children or the elderly, 
yet it is an area of 
increasing impact 

through drugs and alco¬ 
hol misuse. We believe it 
is essential to represent 
the whole spectrum of 
social care needs in 
Wales.” 

For more information, 
contact 077399 70180 or 
though Care Forum on 
07969 489290 or 01873 
880816 or email 
melanie @ c ar efo - 
rumwales.co.uk. 


Penarth trees 
will be trimmed 

THE Vale Council’s parks and ground 
maintenance team will begin planned tree 
works in the Penarth Escarpment, Paget 
Hill and Portway area on February 4. 

These will continue through until March 28, to 
improve woodland management and cut overhang¬ 
ing trees in the vicinity. 

“The team will remove branches overhanging 
onto pavements, car parks and play areas, while tree 
thinning and removal will also be undertaken by the 
team to reduce encroachment, ” a spokeswoman 
said. 

“Traffic controls will be in place on Paget Road 
Hill while work is ongoing. All planned work is 
dependent upon weather and ground conditions. ” 


oven cleiininj^ 
Treat yourself 
Sparkling clean oven 



Does your oven need a clean 
after the Christmas Cooking? 
Give us a call now. 
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Council ‘flood room’ 
was at the ready as 
thaw followed freeze 


Readers’ snow snaps 


THE Vale 
Council’s emer¬ 
gency planning 
team set up a spe¬ 
cial ‘flood room’ at 
the weekend, in 
response to prob¬ 
lems caused by 


flooding across the 
Vale of Glamorgan. 

As the snow thawed 
and heavy rain was 
forecast for the area, 
the team liaised with 
visible services, the 
council’s contact cen¬ 
tre (CIV), public pro- 
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tection and communi¬ 
cations departments, 
as well as the South 
Wales Fire and Rescue 
Service. 

In the early hours of 
Saturday morning, the 
team delivered sand¬ 
bags to residents in 
Llandow village. High 
Street, Cowbridge, and 
Tyler House Close in 
Llanmaes. 

In Cowbridge, High 
Street was temporarily 
closed on Saturday 
morning and South 
Wales Fire and Rescue 
Service was in atten¬ 
dance. Drains in 
Westgate were 
unblocked and divert¬ 
ed to a culvert. 

The fire service also 
attended properties at 
Thaw Close in Rhoose, 
and St Mary Hill. 


Sandbags were 
placed in these loca¬ 
tions and light 
portable pumps were 
used to tackle flooding. 

Signage was placed 
on a number of other 
flooded roads across 
the Vale. 

The Vale’s gritting 
crews were deployed 
as road temperatures 
were set to drop in the 
early hours of 
Saturday morning 
with a risk of ice. 

The team continued 
to monitor the situa¬ 
tion during the week¬ 
end, responding to 
calls from residents. 



Susan Borges sent this photo of Fieri, 
Cerys and Elin in Barry. 


Michelle, from local company 2012 
Flooring, sent this photo of her rabbit taking 
a fancy to the snowman’s parsnip nose! 


BUGSY 

MALONE 

BUGSY MALONE is 
being performed at St 
Richard Gwyn 

Catholic High School, 
Argae Lane, Barry, on 
February 5, 6 and 7 at 
7pm. 

Ticket prices £6 
adults and £4 conces¬ 
sions, available from the 
school’s reception; tele¬ 
phone 01446 729250. 


‘Flying Start’ spreads wings 


TOTS in the most deprived areas of 
the Vale will get a better start in life, 
thanks to the expansion of a coun¬ 
cil-run project. 

The Flying Start programme, fund¬ 
ed by the Welsh Government, is 
already working in Gibbonsdown and 
Cadoxton to improve the development, 
health and wellbeing of children under 
four. 

With the scheme set to double in 
size over the next two years, the team 
will soon be winging its way into more 
communities across the Vale in 2013. 

From April, Flying Start will be 
working with families in the 
Castleland area of Barry. 

The Vale Council’s Flying Start pro¬ 


gramme expansion manager, Antonia 
Bridges, said: “I am delighted to 
announce the expansion of Flying 
Start into the Castleland area of Barry 
from April. 

“We currently work in 
Gibbonsdown and Cadoxton areas but 
will be doubling in size over the next 
two years and be able to offer a serv¬ 
ice to 1,200 children. The aim of the 
project is to improve a child’s develop¬ 
ment, health and well being in prepa¬ 
ration for school, giving them a better 
start in life. ” 

For more information, contact 
Flying Start on 01446 723180 or you 
can email: flyingstart@valeofglamor- 
gan.gov.uk. 


News from the 
NFUVale Ladies 


NFU Vale of Glamorgan Ladies followed 
up a nine lesson carol service at Penllyn 
church on January 15 when the annual 
dinner was held at The Grove Golf Club, 
Porthcawl for 40 members. 

A vote of thanks went to Elizabeth Jervis and 
Ann Rees from Ray Evans for organising the 
event. 

The NEU Vale Ladies meet monthly and are 
mostly farmers’ wives. New members are always 
welcome. 

The next meeting is on Eebruary 19 at 7.30pm 
at Penllyn village hall when the speaker, Rebecca 
Exley, will give a talk on the Physic Garden in 
Cowbridge. JS 


• Brabantia • Stellar • Norwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 
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PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


DENTURE 

EX^LLENCE 


Expert denture care 
by the UKs teadiriQ 
Clinical Denture 
Technicians 


i 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
tiisplay of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurhished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing machines, 
fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, electric, LPG and 
dual fuel in stainless steel and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


EXTRA DISCOUNTS EVERY SATURDAY 
DURING FEBRUARY Only with this advert 


I I y V / L. 

then weVe got something for you to smile about 


lowroonv. 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & sn^ 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 



• Rcg«i^ your fiioc’s 
nafiur^ contours 

• Look years youngor 

^ • Enicy Bating agar 

• Smile with confictenoe 


for a FREE no-obligation consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 

or visit clentureexceilenoeco.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


DENTURE 
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54-58 Nolton Street 
CF31 38P 
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Giant hailstones 
cause chaos on 
M4 near Bridgend 


ABOVE: Traffic heading east on the M4 has come to a stop as 
emergency services deal with the crash. 


RIGHT:: Looking 
back towards Port 
Talbot, traffic head¬ 
ing east has come to 
a stop, with two cars 
caught on the crash 
barrier. 
Meanwhile, in the 
distance, two cars 
heading west have 
stopped in the fast 
lane after an 
incident. 

HAILSTONES 
brought chaos to 
the M4 last Sunday 
(January 27) and 11 
motorists were 
reported to be 
injured - although 
none seriously. 

Worst affected was 
the M4 between Pyle 
and Margam, and 
GEM photographer 
Keith E Morgan hap¬ 
pened to be passing 
just after traffic 
ground to a halt, at 
12.35pni 
From where he 
stood, on a bridge over 
the motorway, it was 
possible to see three 
separate accidents - 
two heading east 
towards Bridgend, and 
another in the opposite 
direction. 

It was reported that, 
30 minutes later, a car 
left the road between 
junction 34 and 35, 
while a similar inci¬ 
dent took place 
between Sarn and 
Pyle. 


PHOTOGRAPHS by KEITH E MORGAN 



Did you know 
you can find 
The GEM on 
Twitter and 
Facebook? 
Follow us 
@gem_news 
or friend" 
us at: 

facebook.com 

Igemnews 


The rural team has done good 
work, but not with Perfect Pitch' 


1 AM writing in response 
to the accusation that I 
am a “short-sighted: 
camp site owner. 

I read with great interest The 
GEM letter of January 24 from 
Annette Chinn MD of Task 
Force, and would like to point out 
a few things that the public and 
business owners of the Vale are 
unaware of. 

As Task Force is one of the 
local businesses that we promote 
in the arrival pack we give to vis¬ 
itors, I am a little surprised at the 
T’m alright Jack!’ attitude. 

I have never said I was not 
grateful for the support of the 
European funding we received, or 
that the Creative Rural 
Communities (CRC) team had 
not done good work. 

However, the Perfect Pitch 
project was outside of their remit 
and, instead, caused distress and 
damage to existing businesses 
and local residents. 

I wonder if Annette would be 
as supportive of the CRC team if, 
after applying for her grant, they 
took her intellectual property and 
used the information gleaned to 
then canvas six local land own¬ 
ers, pay for them to set up in 
competition to Task Force (in this 
time of economic recession) and 
then push inappropriate planning 
applications through, so that her 
business was forever reduced. 

In addition, how would she 
feel if they then erected huge blue 
AA signs throughout the Vale, 
directing traffic away from Task 


Force and displacing business to 
these new sites? Now, rather than 
one or two going for planning, 
the CRC team are talking with 
the other sites, offering them the 
branding and website to promote 
the Perfect Pitch brand on an 
ongoing basis, causing us even 
more long-term harm. 

Addressing Annette’s point on 
‘appropriate planning’, we were 
told all the sites were checked for 
the possibility of planning being 
approved, yet five of the chosen 
sites are inside the boundary of 
the Heritage Coast. 

The Vale’s own ‘Tour Four’ 
planning policy clearly states no 
new campsites should be consid¬ 
ered inside of this boundary: a 
fact residents near the other pro¬ 
posed sites need to be aware of. 

Despite this, one of these sites 
has already been granted full 
planning permission, with the 
Vale planning department waiv¬ 
ing this policy, so that the project 
can be seen as a success. 

We have always promoted 
local businesses to our visitors 
and believe that all businesses in 
the Vale should work together 
with the planning department and 
teams such as CRC and find com¬ 
mon ground for the good of the 
Vale. 

I am very pleased that the Task 
Force grant has opened up her 
business, but I warn her that there 
is nothing now to stop the CRC 
team offering grants to landown¬ 
ers with a bit of spare forestry 
and wanting to diversify using the 


28-day rule, applying to CRC for 
similar grants to open up in com¬ 
petition. 

Regarding the point Annette 
raised “with the downturn in most 
tourism businesses under the cur¬ 
rent economic climate”, this is 
exactly the point I am trying to 
make. For her, it proved money 
well spent, enhancing existing 
businesses such as Task Force has 
helped employment in the area. 

The money should not be used 
to work against existing business¬ 
es in such hard times, allowing 
five small sites in such a small 
area has only displaced business 
from us. 

If the money had been spent 
helping existing sites upgrade 
facilities, as on Task Force, I 
would be singing the praises of 
the CRC team too. 

On Annette’s other statement, 
“that at the launch she attended, 
CRC said that many sites were 
fully booked during the 
Eisteddfod” - it was the case that 
only one site was full - Flandow. 
No one asked us if we were fully 
booked, or any of the other sites, 
as far as I am aware. 

Annette, we shall still promote 
your business to our visitors. I 
am pleased your business has 
been funded to grow, and I wish 
you every success in the current 
climate - but please offer other 
business owners the same respect 
and consideration. 

MARK EDWARDS, 

(Owner, Happy Jake’s Touring 
Park). 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIGHILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 


Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 


Vandalism 

IN recent times, the 
local council has to be 
praised for its efforts in 
providing new shelters 
at the bus stops in 
Kenfig Hill and Pyle to 
protect residents from 
the inclement weather 
particularly at this time 
of year. 

However, hooligans 
see it differently: it 
appears that the shelters 
are there to give them 
pleasure by smashing 
windows and therefore 
taking away a lot of the 
protection (See photo 
above, right). 

Do these mindless 
idiots not realise that 
these shelters are used by 
grandparents, mothers 
with their young chil¬ 
dren, people going to 
work, pupils going to 
school, people who have 
to make hospital visits, 
disabled people and blind 
people, many of whom 
could be their own fami¬ 
ly members? 

When I went to take a 
picture of this vandalism, 
I met Lyndon Powell 
from Kenfig Hill, a blind 
person and his guide dog, 
who was trying to negoti¬ 
ate his way around the 
glass on the pavement by 
going on to the road to 
avoid his dog getting cut 
paws, so that he could 
visit the shop before 
catching a bus. 

He found it most 


upsetting that people 
could get pleasure from 
carrying out such acts. 
The bus shelter in ques¬ 
tion is situated at the bot¬ 
tom of High Street in 
Kenfig Hill. 

When I contacted 
local borough councillor, 
Mrs Pauline James about 
the situation, she 
informed me that this 
particular shelter had 
been targeted before. 

In a statement, Mrs 
James, who incidentally 
campaigned for these 
shelters when a commu¬ 
nity councillor, said it 
was sad in this day and 
age that we should have 
to put up with such des¬ 
picable behaviour. 

SHOUT 

MAESTEG SHOUT 
have organised a meet¬ 
ing at the Bavo offices 
in Maesteg on Tuesday 
February 5 at 2pm. 

Dorothy Edwards, 
who is the locality direc¬ 
tor for Bridgend with 
Abertawe Bro 

Morgannwg University 
Health Board, is attend¬ 
ing to discuss the future 
of the Princess of Wales 
Hospital and the future 
services in Bridgend 
county borough. 

Members of SHOUT 
forum for the over 50s, 
are welcome as are mem¬ 
bers of the public in that 
age group. 

For further informa¬ 
tion regarding this and 



local activities in Kenfig 
Hill SHOUT, ring Stan 
Rumble on 01656 
741203. 

Pupil of 
the Week 

MYNYDD Cynffig 
Junior School pupils 
who were nominated 
for impressing the staff 
last week: 

Liam Knight - Class 1, 
Victoria Franklyn - 
Class 2, Shakur Gough - 
Class 3, Finley Hampton 

- Class 4, Codi Pritchard 

- Class 5, Meghan Evans 

- Class 6 and Cai Downs 

- Class 7. The head 
teachers award went to 
Ellie Bevan - Class 3. 

Special lunch: 
Congratulations also go 
to the following pupils, 
who joined Mr Davies 
for a special lunch last 
Friday as a reward for 
their high standard of 
behaviour, including 
politeness to both staff 
and fellow pupils during 
lunchtimes last week: 
Nathan Chung, Alex 
Foote-Bruce, Bronagh 
O’Neil, Kelsey Williams, 
Hadi Akpinar, Carys 
Orchard, Mia Hopkins, 
Lik To Chung, Joshua 
Hughes and Ryan Legg. 

Class 1 Assembly: 
Class 2 with Mrs Powis 
will be performing their 


assembly on Friday, 
February 8 in the school 
hall starting at 10.15am. 
Parents and grandparents 
of the pupils taking part 
are welcome to attend 
and to stay for refresh¬ 
ments after the perform¬ 
ance. 

Llys Ton 

THE Ogmore Valley 
Male Voice Choir are 
performing in Llys Ton, 
Kenfig Hill on Friday, 
February 15 at 7pm. 
Entry is £3, and all are 
welcome to what should 
be a most entertaining 
evening. 

For further informa¬ 
tion regarding the activi¬ 
ties at Llys Ton, which is 
located in Waunbant 
Road, Kenfig Hill, tele¬ 
phone 01656 745666. 

Wellbeing 

Centre 

ACTIVITIES being 
held by the Mental 
Health Matters Wales 
at the Talbot 
Community, Prince 
Road, Kenfig Hill on 
Wednesday, February 
6, include arts and 
crafts with Valley and 
Vale from 2pm to 4pm; 
a Carers’ Centre talk 
with Steve from 3pm to 
5pm; and the Reading 
Group from 3pm to 
4pm. There will also be 
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WORK COMPLETE ON ‘WHITE 
CHURCH’ AT COLWINSTON 


WORK has recently been com¬ 
pleted on the exterior of St 
Michael’s & All Angels Church in 
Colwinston. 

It is one of the ‘white churches of 
Wales’, and now truly lives up to this epi¬ 
thet once again. 

The Grade-1 listed 12th century church 
underwent major restoration work in 2000, 
helped by a grant from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. 

When the refurbishment was undertaken 
at the millennium, the church was lime 
rendered and lime-washed, not only was 
this taking the church back to how it 
would have looked when built in the 12th 
century but the application of the lime 
would allow the building to “breathe” as 
was originally intended. 

Since the lime washing in 2000, several 


hundred years of water had seeped through 
the stonework which resulted in consider¬ 
able staining and damage to the render 
itself. 

This meant a major undertaking to re- 
limewash the exterior of the church at a 
cost of £36,000. A sub committee was set 
up and three years of fundraising and grant 
applications followed. 

The whole community in Colwinston 
had worked together to raise funds for the 
painting project, by putting on a ball and 
two very successful concerts in the winter 
months, and holding strawberry teas and 
open garden days during the summer. 

However, this project could not have 
been realised without funding from the 
Heritage Lottery. 

Further grants were received from the 
Grant Weston Foundation, the James 


Pantyfedwen Foundation, the 
Representative Body of the Church in 
Wales, the Churches & Pastoral 
Committee, and a Welsh Church Act grant. 

Without their financial assistance, the 
project could not have gone ahead and the 
community in Colwinston is most grateful 
to each of the grant providers but in partic¬ 
ular the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Our heritage has been protected and 
once again we have a building at the heart 
of the community of which we can be 
proud. 

The painting was completed just in time 
for a village wedding at the end of last 
year, when the interior was decorated with 
flowers and candles, and the shining white 
exterior lit up a dark December afternoon. 
PAMELA HAINES, 
church warden 


The churchy a proud beacon on 
the Colwinston landscape, 
is reclaiming its reputation as one 
of Wales ^ ^white churches \ 


Sandville thanks local restaurant for its support 



THE Bengal Lounge 
Restaurant in Kenfig Hill 
has been in business for 
just two years but in that 
time, it has held three 
charity fundraising 

evenings for the Sandville 
Self Help Centre at Ton 
Kenfig. 

Receiving a cheque for £1,200 
raised recently. Sister Gwyneth 
Poacher thanked Abdul Kahim, 
proprietor,and said that she was 
delighted and overwhelmed by 
the response that she had received 
for the Sandville from the restau¬ 
rant, the management and staff 
and all those who had attended 


Report and pictures by 

KEITH E MORGAN 


the evening as well as the enter¬ 
tainers who had given their serv¬ 
ices free in order to make the 
evening such a success. 

Gwyneth stated that the 
Sandville Centre relies on such 
donations, both large and small, 
in order to keep it open and func¬ 
tioning. 

She added that the centre is run 
entirely voluntarily, and currently 
there are 92 volunteers, who 
ensure that Sandville provides a 
full round-the-clock seven-days- 
per-week service to its patients. 


The volunteers came from all 
walks of life and professions and 
help at Sandville as carers, clean¬ 
ers, cooks, therapists, hairdressers 
or in any other way that they can. 

As well as providing cover at 
Sandville Court, many of these 
volunteers were drivers who in 
their own vehicles, conveyed 
patients back and fore to Velindre, 
and other hospitals, for treatment. 

In the background, often 
unsung, there were tradespeople, 
organisations and businesses like 
the Bengal Lounge, who regular¬ 
ly provided their time, services 
and funds to keep the wheels at 
Sandville well oiled and turning. 




ABOVE: 

The cheque for 
£1,200 is presented to 
Sister Gwyneth Poacher 
of the Sandville, by 
Abdul Kahim, propri¬ 
etor of the Bengal 
Lounge Restaurant. 
LEFT: 

Dave Jones, Hi Tide, 
(left) and Gareth 
Maund, landlord. 

Prince of Wales, Kenfig, 
with Alan Griffiths, 
singer and entertainer. 
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University of the Third Age 
entertain Senedd members 


DESPITE the snow and blizzards last 
week, Bridgend couty borough’s more 
hardy older folk, were among those who 
travelled to the Cardiff Senedd to raise the 
AMs’ awareness of the benefits of lifelong 
learning offered by the 53 U3A groups in 
Wales. 

The event originated as a Porthcawl initiative 
almost a year ago and because of the interest shown 
by the Welsh Government, it soon became an all 
Wales U3A exhibition, sponsored by Deputy 
Minister for Skills, Jeff Cuthbert AM. 

All U3A groups are autonomous and self-funded 
and members illustrated their wide range of activities 
and interests to Assembly Members and local author¬ 
ity leaders. 

U3A in Wales has a low public profile compared 
with England, which has twice the membership on a 
pro-rata population basis, and help was sought to pro¬ 
mote and encourage more local U3A study groups to 
become established in Wales. 

Some local groups failed to attend because of the 
weather, but the Porthcawl coach left the Rest Hotel 
at 7.30am and snaked its way up a snow-covered M4 
to Cardiff. Surprisingly, by mid morning, more U3A 
groups began arriving, having travelled from 
Fishguard, Machynlleth, Abegele and Penmaenmawr 
in north Wales for the event. 

Besides creative displays, they provided more than 
two hours of live entertainment, with comedy sketch¬ 
es in Welsh and English, readings from Porthcawl’s 
Writing for Pleasure group and, what must have been 
a first for the Senedd, the large but very entertaining 
Swansea U3A Ukulele band. 

The Deputy Minister spent his lunchtime meeting 
members and said he was impressed with what he 
had seen and would follow up the initiative. He 
emphasised the importance of being able to continue 
interests and skills in retirement. 

As the trolley loads of various handicrafts, paint¬ 
ing and gardening exhibits began their journey out 
past the Senedd security officers, I sensed a look of 
relief on some of their faces! 


GARY VICTOR, Porthcawl U3A 





Parish says farewell 
to Father Edmund 
with a special cake! 


Pictured 

RIGHT: 
Parish 
Advisory 
Council 
Chair, Jane 
Sullivan, 
Father 
Edmund 
Neizer and 
Paul 
Lindsay, 
former 
Chair of the 
PAC. 



THE Roman Catholic parish 
of Our Lady St Illtyd and St 
Cadoc’s, held a farewell buffet 
lunch for Father Edmund 
Neizer on Sunday, January 
27,. 

He is leaving the parish after 
exactly one year, to become Parish 
Priest at Tredegar, Ebbw Vale and 
Rhymney. 

The parish presented him with 
gifts, in gratitude for his work on 
restructuring parish administration, 
but, far more, inspiring the parish 
with his spiritual teaching and ener¬ 
gy- 


Guests invited to the farewell 
included ministers from the Church 
in Wales and United Free Church. 
They had probably never seen such 
a magnificent celebration cake as 
the one made by Gemelli’s in 
Newport, Father Edmund’s former 
parish! 

Father Edmund introduced the 
parish to these special cakes, so, of 
course, we had to have one to say 
farewell! 

We are fortunate that Father 
Edmund will be replaced by Father 
George Areekuzy who comes from 
Newport, and we will welcome his 
arrival on February 1. RS 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblyqu a alia! effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhifycais: 2013/00036/FUL 

Proposah/Cynnig: New three storey dwelling built over existing pool with 

access formed off Park Road 
Location:/Lleoliad: 10, Park Road, Penarth 

Conservation Area:/ 

Ardal Gadwraeth Penarth 


Conservation Area Consent / 

Caniatad Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2013/00037/CAC 

Proposah/Cynnig: Demolition of sections of existing boundary wall to 

form access to proposed house 
Location:/Lleoliad: 10, Park Road, Penarth 

Conservation Area:/ 

Ardal Gadwraeth Penarth 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


Listed Building Consent/ 

Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 

2013/00048/LBC 

Existing garage to be rebuilt and extended in revised 
position 

Swanbridge House, St. Marys Well Bay Road. 
Swanbridge, Penarth 

Grade II 


Affecting setting of a Listed Building/ 

Cais (au) sy'n effeithio ar leoliad Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2013/00008/FUL 

Revised design for workshop and stores following 

collapse of garden wall 

Cwrt yr Ala House, Michaelston Le Pit 

Affecting Cwrt yr Ala House, Grade II 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, or 

via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 


Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 
Dated / Dyddiedig: 31 January, 2013 

M. Goldsworthy, Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 
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New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 
Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 
Halfprice Broadband for 6 months. Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems 
installed. Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

0' £. 4 CoevfTMrrjjM 

• lt*%« ►tw 0«u% 

✓ 24 Hcu' 7 Qairm S«r%«c» 

•' 1i Morftv ■/*»* 

Mt* 


Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


CALL 
PAUL WILLI 


SB 


i_yale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 


01446 439 306 
m 01656 349 281 


MM 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
^_ Barry 01446 743267 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 

/ALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel.TIM on 07980 702229/01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
COVERING ALL AREAS JSSV 


The Aerial Man (Barry) 



©iiQaQ(3aDog ®©cwa©©s 




Aeriai & Satellite Installations - 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish instaiiation & Repair 
, 3 Poor Reception Fixed 
Discounts 

^ Additional TV Points 

• Digital Aerial Installations 

^ • Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 


liiggaa^amg] 


GENERAL 
REPAIRS & 
BUILDING WORK 




Has the snow broken your guttering? 
REPLACEMENT or RECLIPPING 
from as little as £60 


Plumbing /Tiling / Carpentry etc. 

No job too small! 

www.fernpropertydevelopment.com ^ 

TeWiraann 


AR 

BQILDim 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories .. 




NO JOB . w t 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 



ACORN 

Building & Property Services 

From easing a door or laying your' 
patio to building a new extension. 

Quolifed tradesman with 35 years experience. 

Tel. John 07527 835650 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



PROPERTY 

Xr- 


MAINTENANCE 


01446 420784 • 07970 642537 


^BLIND SALEUe 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 IBQ • www.sfarline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


VALE BLINDS 

(Wales) Ltd 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

O 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 




Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


BUILD 


Extensions • Loft Conversions • Grant Works 
New Builds • Garage Conversions from £3,995 

Email your drawings 

for a quotation. ' ' 

info@davembuildtech.co.uk y- 


sale‘nPw on 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 735376 
or 07920 195775 


^^intrnrQQw 


x/' )E]icel Swee^ (^) 

All Chimneys swept - Stoves refurbished 
Cowls fitted - Nests removed 
Fully Insured - Guild Certificates issued 


01446 688141 / 07508 839120 

www.excelsweeps.co.uk 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain 
Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 
710304 / 07792 733443 


Use the GEM to promote 
your business. 
Reach 43,000 readers 
and be seen on the web. 

The GEM 

01446 774484 



ARK 

CARPENTRY 

Specialising in all 
aspects of carpentry 
and joinery. 
Kitchens/Doors/Floors/ 
Roofs/Maintenance/ 
Stairs 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Karl 07928 381 688 
01446 795 674 


'W Uhs wood 

5rpTn?ry 

Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 
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STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VOLE CARPETS 


cornea, to- (fou 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 



GUTTER CLEANING 




AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 

Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 
' Fast, reliable, on-site service 
‘ Friendly advice freely given 
' No fix, no fee 
‘ Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


NH 


Painter 

Decorator 


Time served, Qualified Professional, 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertaken 



www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 



• Clean, Tidy & Reliable y 

AT wr 1 TT ^ „ 1 %/ domestic and 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ rommerciaC 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering ^nr ^ % 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 




HEATH 

WINDOWS & DDDRS 




T: 02920 650 854 
M: 07703 828 002 
www.heathwindowsltd.co.uk 


JANUARY OFFERS 

Established Family Company 
Genuine Offers 
Professional, Reliable Service 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



01446 741460 
07830 480569 




1st 



CHOICE 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 
_ Plus... 


Stain & Odour Removal 

FREE 

with carpet clean 


07930157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 


* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 
*iyeatment Piants* 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


Jr J 








STADRE 

DECORATING 
& PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 


• PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 
I •QUALITYWORK 
► COMPETITIVE RATES 
►NO JOB TOO SMALL 
I • FREE QUOTATIONS 


07791 752532 


John Clissett 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 

Interior & Exterior, 

FOR FREE ESTIMATE 

01446 750625 
07980 691584 
Award Winning Decorator 


Professional & Affordable 




DAISY .m 
DECORATING 

Female Interior 
Painter & Specialist 
Decorator 

eg Stripes & 

Childrens Rooms 

Phone Joy 
07754 809090 


/STEyE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 

For a Internal 

Pi-gg & External 

Quote... W Painting, 

Decorating. 
Coving. 

Fuliy quaiified. 

41^^01446 795520 

07891 768151/< 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over IS years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
0I446 743I8I 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


Use the 
GEM to 
promote your 
business. 
Reach 
43,000 
readers 
and be seen 
on the web. 

01446 

774484 


S[|©©QGr'a©a[l 



INSTALLI 

ELECTRICAL 

Commercial & Domi 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Fuse Board Replacement 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding | 

* Maintenance 


FREE VISUAL ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY INSPECTION AVAIUBLE 
FOR HOMES & BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY ^ 
AVAILABLE M 

01446 733773 
07816 09I42S ^ 





Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 




Crown Thinning • Pollarding • 



FiJ Trees Wales 

• All aspects of tree work 
undertaken 

• Free Quotes 

• Fully Insured 

• NPTC Trained Staff 


Tel: 07813 869615 / 01656 646017 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

^ "I"- 


Installer 
_J Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail. CO. uk 




Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


4- 


ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


Cowhridse & Vale Electrical 

^ R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency caU-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 


01446771655 
07885 347642 




Approved Contractor 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shmbs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Bridge sf\ 

Vue V 

Tree Sbivices* 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& FENCING AVAILABLE 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


LECTRICAL SERVICES 

Andrew Lenthall - 07890 772079 
Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

Reliable, Qualified Service 
Emergency Call-outs 

• Free Quotations 

• Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NQ JQB TQQ SMALL 

email: aaelectrical 1 @ hotmail.co.uk 


Home & Garden Care 

Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

All garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting 
Fencing Repairs 
Low Maintenance 
Garden Conversions. 
No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly advice. Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


ihe 


r Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Electrical 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


(gJaaOrng] 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certific ation 

■Vi , S •' 


07891 965150 
01446 403072 




Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


MHnaow Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


01446 

774484 






All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

TeL 07915 390029 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


GAS 

SERVICES 


Page 
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INS 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

NSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured^ Mf p , 
Service Engineers imsoT' 



BOTTLED 

GAS 

Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 

Tel. 01446 771999 
Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 


Combination Boiier 
& LPG Speciaiist 


Conn petitive&Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


The 

GEM 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

^^ 11 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
I I F Combination Boiler Specialist 
I F Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^^^ 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 30i6i6 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 2301^ 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


I P EDWARDS 

F>i iirvir.trjri « MCATIt#0 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators ^ 


014M7MI127 lirr71«aOSS2« 

iwt* Ala t 


BARRY & VALE PLUMBING 

• Taps • Toilets 

• Radiators and everything in between 
FREE ESTIMATES 

07979 967 627 


^ Lewis & Lewis ^ 

Cowbildge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All oil & gas work undertaken 


All work guaranteed r 

Tel: 01446 771398**“ 
Mob: 07966 265912 

07846 255457 197228 



All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable I 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 




01446 

794266 


'])('Piumbinij 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

vr/« om leoMM 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job ^ 
too small 
07526 125982^ 
or 01446 753503 




<dgliiHa[£)3mg] 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Your local Skip Hire Co. 
for Barry & The Vale 


POSSIBLY THE CHEAPEST 
SKIPS IN SOUTH WALES 


[80% of Waste Recycled j 


Bill Foulds i 

Tiling Specialist 

Ceramic/Porcelain & 

Natural Stone Tiling ▼ 

Decorating & Finishing Touches 


Tel:01446 771105 Mob:07736 391937 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


REMOVE^ 




Saturday 
Sam -1 pm 


RE-USE 

13 


Abacus Hire 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


2 yard £79 
4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £240 
16 yard (wood only) 



£200 


We Buy PVC Windows - We pay up 
to £2.50 per kg for Electrical Cable 


Prices not Inc. of VAT or permit, If required. 


01446 404838 

Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
WWW. Mlveyroofing.co.uk 


T^xT^lovefliDDfiiif, 

• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 

EsT. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 



INSTAI 

SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 



Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £36 

for total beginners 

GIFT VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 






CabtfEyis 

Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


St.Athan 


iWZl 


& HOUSE 
REMOVALS 


• Grass Cuttings 

• House Removal 

• Rubbish Removal 

• Hedge Trimming 

• House Clearance 

• Free Quotes 


^07763 007819 


WANTED 

continued on 
next page 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 




Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

_ 01656 720722 

J (evenings) _ y 


SUTTONS 
Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
coiiection, for scrap, 
MOT faiiures, and tax 
expired vehicies. 
Aiso body sheiis and 
scrap metais coiiected. 
No wheeis, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


\5!/acLiQ©(il 


DH Solutions-Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


tawilil minimum - Any vehicle 
with at least 3 months MoT 
in good working order 

tiiwii minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


taiiiii] minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY 



PIANO 

TUITION 

Matthew Nash BA. MA. 
All ages. 

home visits available. 

10% off for 

GEM readers 

07904 855581 

www.ace-music.crg 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07792 232357 



VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 rvS" 

We will beat any price locally QSQSQ for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 

_ Armour Cable, etc. 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call US today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 
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SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRRP 
£i to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 



Top prices/service for 

Computers-Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 


Major Metals Recycling 

Why trash it? Cash it! 

For immediate payment, please bring ID and bank details 

FIND us NEXT TO THE TOWER 
ON LLANDOW TRADING ESTATE ■ 

Tel: 07972510158 

Email: info@majormetals.co.uk n| 

www.majormetals.co.uk LU 


LOST 

Beautiful Persian cross 
Chinchilla Cat. 

Si Iver/Grey/Wh ite. 

She is a house cat and has 
never been outside. No collar. 
Name is Star. Got shut out of 
house by accident on 15th 
January in Four Acre area of 
Llantwit Major. Reward if found. 
Contact 07972 641588 



LOST - ‘ZIGGY’ 



He has been missing since the storm on Sunday 
27th January in Sycamore Crescent, Barry. 

He is a very timid cat and he will not let 
anybody near him. Microchipped. 

Tel: 07891 374574 


barry-today.co. u k 
cowbr idge-today.co. u k 
I lantwit-major-today.co. u k 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 



The GEM 

News, Sport, Letters, 
Features, Whafs On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 


W A Browrj Son 


Funofiii Directors 


hours A 


Pcfnt>roke Nouse. 

College Street. Llantwit Mafor 
01446 792 489 V 


Est 1946 - 24 hour Service 


n 

W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


The GEM is looking for a 

First Class Typist 

For shift work (llam-7pm, 
Mondays & Tuesdays and holiday cover) 

You must be able to t 5 rpe a minimum of 80wpm 
whilst maintaining accuracy, and an 
excellent spelling ability, as spellcheck is not 
relied upon. Familiarity with Apple Mac is 
an advantage but training will be given on the 
operating system. A good knowledge of our 
distribution area is required. 

12 month contract at minimum wage, 
based in Cowhridge. 

Initial interview will be a competancy test. 
Please email your relevant qualifications and 
experience to: caroline@tindlenews.co.uk 
(No telephone enquiries please. We can only respond 
to those candidates we wish to interview.) 




HAPPY 
95th birthday! 


^ 30th JANUARY ^ 

Mrs Vera^ 
^ Waite ^ 

You are the best! 

Love from all 3^ 
^ the family 




Require 

Full and Part-time Care 
Workers to provide care 
at home for people living 
in the Vale of Glamorgan. 
Excellent rates of pay and 
training opportunities. 
Some shift work available 
with guaranteed contracted 
hours. Own car essential. 
Please ring Kelly on 
02920 590444 for 
more details. 


Handyman 

-Gardener 

Required 
Personal duties include 
Household and Garden 
maintenance, Car cleaning 
with top-up checks. 

5 day mornings 
9.00 am -1.00 pm. 
References required. 
Write to Matthew Hunt, 
Filco Supermarket Ltd., 
19 Boverton Road, 
Llantwit Major. CF61 1XZ 


[^©iiaGr*©G(LQ©CQii 


Congratulations 

on your well deserved retirement. 
Your 40 years of dedication, loyalty, 
advice and encouragement will 
definitely be missed by all. 

With gratitude and warmest wishes 
for a very happy retirement from... 
Trevor, Catriona, family and customers of 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. To 
take advantage of this offer simply either send in your 
description along with a cheque for the appropriate 
amount made payable to The Glamorgan GEM’ at The 
GEM, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL 
or telephone us with your wording by 12 noon Tuesday. 
All major credit cards accepted. Tel 01446 774484. 
Advert must contain a residential land line telephone 
number. You may alter your advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are given. 



CLASSIFIEDS 

• Family Announcements 

• Recruitment 

• Buying & Selling 
•Trade • Property 
• Birthdays 

• Anniversaries 

• Graduation • Births etc 

Use The GEM 

to reach all the people 
you need to! 

Call 01446 774484 

for friendly, helpful advice. 

gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


Black Leather 

2 seater settee, exc 
condition, comfortable 
and hardly used £60. 
Three Seater Settee 
fully washable, covers 
pale gold, on legs and 
castors £40. 

Tel: 02921 401690 



Gaynor 


Suddenly on 19th January at home with her family, 
Gaynor, loving wife of John, much loved mother of 
Neil and Kevin, devoted grandmother of Theo and 
William, much loved sister and sister-in-law, will 
be sadly missed by all family and friends. 
Funeral Service at Coychurch Crematorium on 
Monday, 4th Febmary at 1.15pm. Family flowers 
only, donations in lieu, may be sent to either 
Ty Hafan Childrens Hospice, St HiUary Court, 
Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff, CF5 6EF or 
British Heart Foundation, Greater London House, 
180 Hampstead Road, London, NWl 7AW. 


McKenzie 

charlotte 

Peacefully on January 28th, Charlotte, beloved 
wife of the late Fraser, loving mother of Carolyn, 
will be sadly missed by all family and friends. 

Luneral Service at Coychurch Crematorium on 
Wednesday, 6th Lebmary 2013 at 1.15pm. 
Lamily flowers only, donations in lieu may be sent to 
the British Heart Loundation, Greater London House, 
180 Hampstead Road, London, NWl TAW. 

At Charlotte's request no black to be worn, 
bright colours please. 


Four Winter 
Tyres for VW 
Polo (05-09) 

Tyres and rims 
included. Plenty of 
wear left. £150 
Tel: 01446 775211 


Mallory 
Close 

3 Bed House £525pcm 

Village Centre 

2 bed ff/flat £450pcm 
No pets, no smokers, 
DSS eonsidered. 
Bond, referenees & 
eredit eheeks essential. 
Admin fee payable. 

01446 754289 

after 6pm 


Ladies Golf 
Clubs 

Full set, including bag, 
pullcart and umbrella. 
Graphite Woods, Irons 
3-9, Wedge and Putter. 

£50 

Tel: 01446 742133 „ 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

^ Advertise 
your 
old one 
with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 


Dorothy DAVY 

Dai, Jean and families of the late Dorothy 
Davy would like to thank all friends, neighbours 
and relatives for their messages of sympathy, 
cards, floral tributes and donations received 
at this sad time. 

The support by all that attended the service at 
St Ultuds Church was sincerely appreciated. 




FAWCETT 


Jack 


Jean and family would like to thank the many 
friends who attended Jack’s funeral and sent 
messages of sympathy and donations for Marie 
Curie Cancer Care. We are grateful for the 
kindness and support we have been given. 

In particular, we would Uke to thank the staff at 
Cowbridge Health Centre and the staff of Ward 10 and 
A&E at the Princess of Wales Hospital for the care given 
both to Jack and to the family. Canon Derek Belcher, 
Norman Wi lli ams and David Boult for the thoughtful 
funeral service and the support they have given and also 
W James Funeral Directors for their sensitive services. 


GIBBS 

David Elwyn 

Suddenly, but peacefiiUy at home, on the 
20th January, Elwyn of Llantwit Major. Dearly 
loved husband of the late Dylis, and father of 
Rhian and Simon, father in law of Paul and an 
adored Boo-Boo of Elizabeth and Eleanor. 

He will be sadly missed by family and friends. 

Resting at W.A. Brown & Son, College Street, 
Llantwit Major until the funeral service in St. Dltud’s 
Church on Friday 1st Febmary at 2.00pm, followed by 
cremation at Coychurch Crematorium at 3.15pm. 
Family flowers only but donations may be made 
to Ty Hafan c/o the Funeral Director 
(cheques only please) 


BAXTER 

Allan (GeorcUe) 

The family wish to thank everyone for their 
cards and messages of sympathy following 
Allan’s death. 

Also to the staff of Ward 9, Princess of Wales 
Hospital for their care while he was in hospital. 
Thanks to all who attended the funeral and for 
donations to Ty Hafan. Thanks to the Rev 
Melanie Prince for taking the service, and to Park 
Funeral Directors (Barry) for their sympathetic 
and professional support at this sad time. 


DUNCAN 

John 

Died suddenly on 25th January 2013, John of 
Llantwit Major (originally of Ayr, Scotland). Dearly 
beloved husband of Karen, much loved and 
devoted father of Gareth, Bethan and Rebecca. 

Love lives on forever 

Resting at W.A. Brown & Son, Llantwit Major 
until the funeral service in Coychurch Crematorium 
on Friday 8th February at 12 noon. Family flowers 
only but donations may be made to Multiple 
Sclerosis Society c/o the Funeral Director 
(cheques only please). 


TlteGEHM Reaching 
the people from 
Penartn to Porthcawl 
Call 01446 774484 
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Coronation Festival 
at Buckingham Palace 
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The Stagecoach 
students’ success 
at IxAMDA exams 


STUDENTS at Stagecoach 
Theatre Arts, are celebrat¬ 
ing record results in their 
recent London Academy of 
Music and Dramatic Art 
(LAMDA) examinations. 

The children who entered, 
aged front seven to 17, took an 
award in ‘Acting’ or ‘Speaking 
of Verse & Prose’and all passed, 
maintaining the school’s 100 per 
cent pass rate and consistently 
high marks. 


The youngest students entered 
the ‘preliminary level’, while the 
oldest three students took their 
‘Grade 8 gold medal’ - all 
achieving a distinction! The 
children were assessed on their 
performance, technique and 
knowledge, and received a cer¬ 
tificate and written review from 
the external examiners. 

Stagecoach principal Helene 
Reynolds said: “We offer 
LAMDA awards in addition to 
our weekly drama, dance and 


singing classes. Students can 
choose to take a LAMDA award 
to gain an accredited qualifica¬ 
tion, with the higher grades 
gaining UCAS points for univer¬ 
sity entry. 

“We are pleased Stagecoach 
can provide this opportunity for 
our local children, and delighted 
by their fantastic results.” 

For information about 
Stagecoach, contact Helene on 
01446 781454. HR 


Pencoed work for victory 


PENCOED RFC 
recorded their first 
double of the season 
with this hard 
fought 25-18 win 
over a much 
changed Green 
Stars side at Little 
Warren. 

Pencoed scored in the 
opening moments, out¬ 
side half Marc Davies 
placing a well judged 
kick downfield, and with 
left wing Richie Samuel 
putting the home defence 
under pressure, they 
made a hash of the clear¬ 
ance, for Samuel to kick 
on twice from 35 metres 
and win the race for an 
opportunist try. 

Davies was again 
instrumental in Pencoed's 
second try, a deft grubber 
getting behind the Green 
Stars’ defence for flanker 
Aaron Halse to regain 
possession, before 
Davies popped up again 
to make a half break, 
continued by Samuel 
who sent No 8 Gareth 
Prentice over wide out. 

The home side hit 
back through their big 
pack, Chris Williams 
driving over, with 
Christian Roberts adding 
the extras before Roberts 
kicked a 50 metre penal¬ 
ty to level matters at 10- 
10. 

Pencoed pressure at a 
scrum saw scrum half 
Tom Davies do well to 
work his way over in the 
comer. 

The half time whistle 
sounded and despite 


Pencoed having much 
the better of the half they 
only led 10-15 at the 
break.The second half 
opened with Roberts and 
Davies adding penalty 
goals respectively for 
Pencoed to lead 13-18. 

Pencoed looked the 
more dangerous team out 
wide, however errors 
were creeping in to the 
Pencoed performance. 

It was not until the 
75th minute that Pencoed 
put some distance 
between the sides again 
on the scoreboard. 


Once again the 
Pencoed pack did the 
business at a close up 
scmm for player/coach 
Aaron Halse to get the 
touchdown, Davies con¬ 
verting for a 13-25 lead 
going into the final min¬ 
utes. 

To their credit it was 
the Green Stars who had 
the final say with a try 
from Domenich Carroll, 
and Pencoed lived dan¬ 
gerously until the final 
whistle, but they can feel 
well satisfied with a 
bonus point win away 


from home to retain 
fourth place in Division 3 
South West. 

A number of Pencoed 
players put their hands 
up for man of the match, 
both Davies and Howells 
in particular with good 
performances. 

However the club¬ 
house vote deservedly 
went to luean Watkins, 
the former Welsh schools 
international, displaying 
an array of skills around 
the park, allied to some 
forceful carries in the 
loose. TR 


Thank you to all our loyal customers... 

Celebrating 10 years! 


iJiUU Sj'JU VOLVO 3? SL;j;\iJ37 

_ Bridgend’s Alternative to main dealer prices... _ 


TRUST THE CAR, TRUST OUR SERVICE 



• Fully equipped workshop with the very latest Volvo 
diagnostic technology 

• Volvo checklist issued with every service 

• Courtesy cars available • Local collection & delivery service 

• State of the art showroom with exceptionally 
comfortable waiting area 

Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
www.bvswales.co.uk 
For more information call 01656 769769 


It^s all go at 
Porthceri! 


Paying tribute to 
Merchant Navy’s 
civilian heroes 


T he story 

about Barry’s 
Merchant 
seamen by Jim 
Greenway, (The 
GEM, January 24) 
was a very poignant 
story that I would 
like to add to in 
some small detail. 

Merchant seamen 
were civilians, and on 
one ship that sailed from 
Barry which was sunk 
with all hands, the crew 
included two brothers 
aged 14 and 15, cabin 
boys. 

Also in terms of loss¬ 
es, Barry suffered the 
most of all the wartime 
recognised ports. As 
they were under civilian 
contracts, the moment 
their ship was sunk, their 
pay was stopped and if it 
was sunk before 8am, 
the day’s official start 
time, they lost that day’s 
pay as well. 

As many who were 
rescued could, and did, 
spend many days at sea, 
they would not get paid 
until they had registered 
for another ship. There 
was a registrar of ship¬ 
ping near the BBC stu¬ 
dios at Llandaff, Cardiff. 

Films have been made 
about the sinking of the 
German battleship Graf 
Spey in the South 
Atlantic in late 1939, 
three months after the 
start of the war. This 


ship had sunk many 
British merchant ships 
and had captured many 
of their crew. The 
Germans had transferred 
these seamen onto a ship 
called the Altmark. 

After the Graf Spee 
was sunk, the Altmark 
was traced entering 
Norwegian territorial 
waters. At that time, 
Norway had not yet been 
invaded by the Germans 
and was still neutral. 

The Altmark intended to 
creep back to Germany 
through coastal territori¬ 
al waters. 

A British destroyer, 
MHS Eskimo, had been 
shadowing the Altmark. 
The Eskimo’s captain 
signalled back with this 
information. Good old 
Winston Churchill 
issued the famous order: 
“Go in and get them.” 

The destroyer crew 
boarded the Altmark 
with the famous cry: 
“The Navy’s here!”. 

The crew were repa¬ 
triated, some of whom 
had been prisoners for 
weeks. No pay for them 
until they had registered, 
unlike military prisoners 
of war who at least were 
paid backdated after the 
war. 

I hope these little 
anecdotes may add to 
the inspiring story of 
sacrifice. 

GERRY PARSONS, 
Barry. 


CANOLFAN 
Porthceri Centre is 
opening its 2013 
programme in style 
with Jelly Roll 
Jones - ‘purveyors 
of finest quality 
20th century blues’. 

Jelly Roll Jones will 
host an evening in the St 
Francis Millennium 
Centre, Barry, on 
Saturday, February 16 at 
8pm, tickets £5 on the 
door or from Dot on 
07982319456 or 
dot. connell @ virgin. net. 

The band appeared at 
the 2012 Barry Arts 
Festival, and plans for 
this year’s festival 
between May 24 and 
June 2 are well under 
way. 

Canolfan Porthceri 
Centre are working in 
partnership with VOGA, 
Pukka Productions, 

Mike Duggan and others 
to present a diverse pro¬ 
gramme of events and 
community projects. 

The festival team 
welcomes Sara Trickey, 
Ramon Goose and 
Adran D as part of the 
music line-up, and Prof 
Dai Smith, Menna Elfyn 
and Tony Curtis will 
head up the literature 
programme. 

Tony Curtis will also 
premiere his new play 
Augustus, Gwen and 
Nina, and Cwmni 3-D 
will perform ‘Heb fwg, 
heb tan’ in a preview 
performance before the 


Eisteddfod. 

Choirs will be a 
strong theme this year, 
and Prof Gareth 
Williams will talk on the 
choral tradition in 
Wales. 

Jeff Howard will lead 
another choral workshop 
and local community 
chorus Vale Voices will 
perform a programme of 
choral gems, featuring 
works by Bach, Mozart, 
Eaure and Mendelssohn 
in the final concert on 
June 2. 

Rehearsals start for 
this on Monday, 
Eebruary 25 between 
5.45pm and 7.15pm in 
Trinity Church Hall - 
contact 

dot@porthceri.co.uk for 
more details. 

Pat Temple-Murray, 
who co-ordinated last 
year’s stunning wall¬ 
hanging, is running 
three projects this year - 
yam-bombing, sculp¬ 
ture/modelling from 
recycled material, and 
another wall-hanging 
project, including one 
especially for Vale Plus. 

Eor more details, 
including how to take 
part, go to 
WWW. porthceri. co. uk, 
visit canolfan porthceri 
centre on Eacebook or 
contact 

pat@ porthceri. co. uk. 


Barry 

Tyre Centre 

Ltd 

Our Service Centre is available 
to customers old and new. 



A family owned business serving 
Barry for nearly 40 years. 


CAR SERVICING 

from only 

£ 49.95 

Main dealer servicing, 
but not at main dealer prices. 
Original specification 
parts used. 

Top grade oils used. 
Service records 
fully stamped. 


Wlr 



Please phone for a quote for your vehicle 
from a Matiz to a Mercedes! 

LOWER GUTHRIE mjm HOLTON ROAD, 

STREET, BARRY CF634PS BARRY CF634HU 

01446 737447 KB 01446 745888 

www.barrytyreautocentre.co.uk 

Saturday 8.30am -1.00pm 




All major credit cards accepted 
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LLANDOW KART CLUB’S 
CELTIC CHALLENGE 


LLANDOW Kart 
Club brought the 
curtain down on its 
2012 season with 
the traditional 
staging of the 
Celtic Challenge in 
the run-up to 
Christmas. 

Although the field 
was down on the num¬ 
bers seen throughout the 
regular championship, 
the club welcomed both 
estranged and unfamil¬ 
iar faces alongside its 
stalwarts as it ran the 
rare combination of 
timed qualifying, two 
heats and a final for all 
classes except the 
Bambino s. 

The youngest run¬ 
ners, Oliver Thomas, 
Shayne Clarke and 
Brooklyn Thomas, had 
some difficult condi¬ 
tions to contend with 
and, for their first two 
time trials, were, as 
usual, running on slick 
tyres while everyone 
else was on wets. 
Despite that, all drove 
extremely well and, 
after coping with mixed 
conditions later in the 
day, managed to achieve 
gold awards. 

As usual, the Cadets 
produced the biggest 
grid of the weekend, 
with 14 runners, but the 
Comer section was 
dominated once again 
by Tom Rawlings, who 
claimed top spot in each 
of the four sessions. 

Max Fenlon was the 
closest opposition in the 
final, with Kieran 
Clarke some way back 
in third. 

The Honda side of 
the grid was once again 
the stronger numerical¬ 
ly, and shared the hon¬ 
ours around, with 
Joshua Martin topping 
qualifying and heat one, 
before Stuart Ferguson 




Tom Harvey (No. 12) returned to Llandow Kart 
Club to sweep the Junior Rotax class at the Celtic 
Challenge 

PHOTO by HARDYRODDE 


came home in front of 
everyone third time 
around. 

The final, however, 
went to Ethan Ling, 
who added to his third 
place in the main cham¬ 
pionship by beating 
Ross Thomas and Alex 
Rees to the flag and CC 
plate for 2013. 

Echoing Rawlings’ 
clean sweep, Ben 
Stevens continued his 
season-long domination 
of Junior Honda by 
heading every session 
ahead of a slim field. 

There was a change 
in his wake, however, as 
Cristiano Nardone 
mixed it with perennial 
pursuers Thomas 
Croydon and Tom Ford, 
claiming runner-up hon¬ 
ours in qualifying and 
both heats. 

Ford found his form 
in time for the final, 
however, beating his 
rival to second place as 
Nardone completed the 
podium. 

There was also a 
whitewash in Junior 
Max as Tom Harvey 
returned to his old 
stomping ground and 
showed the sort of form 
that has produced sil¬ 
verware on a national 


ON AND OFF THE TURF with Brian Lee 


New venue for point- 
to-point course in Vale 


P oint-to-point 

enthusiasts in the Vale 
will have a new point-to- 
point course to visit this sea¬ 
son, as the Llangeinor Hunt 
have moved from Laleston to 
Pyle - where David Brace has 
his Dunraven Stud Farm. 

Unfortunately, though, the popular 
Bonvilston course which was home to 
the Pentyrch and Countryside 
Alliance (Wales) meetings has been 
lost and it is hoped that some time in 
the future hunt-racing will once again 
take place at what was a very popular 
venue. 

The South and West Wales point- 
to-point season gets under way with 
the first of the two Curre and 
Llangibby fixtures at Howick, near 
Chepstow Racecourse, on February 
24. However, before then, a number 
of Welsh riders and horses will be in 
action at the North Hereford at 
Whitwick Manor on February 16. 
Point-To-Point meetings: 

February 16, North Hereford at 
Whitwick Manor; February 24, Curre 
and Llangibby at Howick near 


Chepstow. 

March 2, Duke of Beaufort’s at 
Didmarton; March 3, South 
Herefordshire at Garnons; March 9, 
Brecon and Talybont at Llanfrynach; 
March 16, Curre and Llangibby at 
Howick near Chepstow; March 17, 
Ross Harriers at Garnons; March 17, 
Tivyside at Cilwendig; March 23, 
Glamorgan at Ystradowen; March 24, 
Ledbury at Maisemore Park; March 
30, Monmouthshire at Llanvapley. 

SPEED STEED 
SPEED STEED., a six-year-old bay 
gelding owned by Mr J H Frost and 
trained by Tim Vaughan at 
Aberthin, was a 16-1 winner of the 
Coral.co.uk Mobile Betting 
Handicap over one mile and six 
furlongs at Wolverhampton last 
Saturday. 

Partnered by 71b claimer Daniel 
Muscutt, Speed Steed won by three 
parts of a length from the 9-4 
favourite Liberty Love in a field of 
ten runners. 

You can e-mail your news or views 
to Brian Lee at brianlee4@virgin- 
media.com or phone him on 
02920736438. 



level this season. The 
recently-crowned 
Continental Cup cham¬ 
pion was unbeatable in 
all four sessions, even¬ 
tually taking the Celtic 
title ahead of Rob Ellis 
and another returnee, 
Harry Williams. 

The Minimax class 
once again rain with its 
sister class, producing 
another title for Jodie 
Handford, who saw off 
Lucas Wynne and Ceran 
Sokhi in the final. The 
visiting Andrew Wong 
had been the star of the 
early sessions, however, 
but was excluded from 
the final, while Sokhi 
also picked up a crucial 
two-place penalty in the 
main event. 

Despite the absence 
of 2012 class champion 
Ross Chell, Junior TKM 
appeared to be going 
the same way, as Ryan 
Edwards topped quali¬ 
fying and both heats, 
but WMKC interloper 
Matthew Ayres had 
other ideas and, having 
warmed up through the 
early stages, pounced 
when it really mattered, 
as Edwards was forced 
out of the action after 
just four laps. Ayres 
eventually came home 


Matthew Ayres (No.58) claimed the Junior 
TKM battle at Llandow Kart Club’s Celtic 
Challenge. PHOTO by HARDY RODDE 


two seconds clear of Joe 
Phillips, with Yousuf 
Ashraf completing the 
top three. 

Determined not to 
allow his rivals any of 
the seasonal silverware 
in Senior Honda, Simon 
Evans added the Celtic 
crown to his 2012 
championship trophy. 

It wasn’t quite as 
clear-cut as it sounds, 
however, for both Nick 
Turley and the returning 
High Jones gave Evans 
something to think 
about during the day. 

Indeed, Turley was 
the man to beat through 
qualifying and the heats 
but, despite posting the 
fastest lap, failed to 
make the podium in the 
main event as Evans 
came out on top ahead 
of Jones and Danny 
Griffiths. 

Senior Rotax was a 
little thinner in number 
than of late, but still 
produced a well- 
matched field. There 
was no denying Daryl 
Henderson, however, as 
he made the most of the 
format to remain at the 
front throughout. 

Josh Gray, David 
Entwistle and Dilip 
Singh gave chase, but in 
vain as the number 51 
ran out winner by six 
seconds in the final. 
Entwistle and Singh 
completed the last podi¬ 
um of the year, while 
Simon Wheeler took 
177 class honours from 
Nicky Coombs. 

RESULTS: 

BAMBINO: Gold 


Award, Oliver Thomas 
(Birel); Shayne Clarke 
(Topkart); Brooklyn 
Thomas (Birel). 

CADET COMER: 1. 
Tom Rawlings (Zip); 2. 
Max Eenlon (Birel); 3. 
Kieran Clarke (Zip). 

CADET HONDA: 1. 
Ethan Ling (Project 
One); 2. Ross Thomas 
(Wright); 3. Alex Rees 
(Zip). 

JUNIOR HONDA: 1. 
Ben Stevens (7Kart); 2. 
Tom Pord (Biz); 3. 
Cristiano Nardone 
(7Kart). 

JUNIOR TKM: 1. 
Matthew Ayres (Jade); 

2. Joe Phillips (Jade); 3. 
Yousuf Ashraf (Jade). 

MINI MAX: 1. Jodie 
Handford (Tonykart); 2. 
Lucas Wynne (Intrepid); 

3. Ceran Sokhi 
(Kosmic). 

JUNIOR ROTAX: 1. 
Tom Harvey (Tonykart); 

2. Rob Ellis (Kosmic); 

3. Harry Williams 
(Tonykart). 

SENIOR HONDA: 1. 
Simon Evans (7Kart); 2. 
Hugh Jones (MS); 3. 
Danny Griffiths (MS). 

SENIOR ROTAX: 1. 
Daryl Henderson 
(Gillard); 2. David 
Entwistle (Wright); 3. 
Dilip Singh (CRG). 

ROTAX 177: 1. 
Simon Wheeler (CRG); 
2. Nicky Coombs 
(Tonykart). 

Best novice, Harry 
Cobbold (Senior 
Rotax); driver of the 
day, Ryan Edwards 
(Junior TKM). 

CRAIG 

LLEWELLYN 


New running 
club is launched 


THE women-only 
running club 

‘Women Running 
Penarth’, is launch¬ 
ing a Barry branch. 

The Penarth-based 
club, formed in 2011, 
now has more than 100 
members. 

Spokeswoman Elaine 
Jones said: “The new 
Barry beginners sessions 
start on Monday, 
Pebruary 4 at 7.15pm, 
meeting outside 

Morrisons, where new 
runners will receive a 
warm welcome from Jo 
(07776 316630) or Nic 
(07908 101130). 

“We welcome women 


of all ages and abilities 
and are always pleased 
to hear from those who 
are new to running or 
perhaps returning after a 
long break. 

“Women Running 
Penarth offers the oppor¬ 
tunity for any woman to 
run in a supportive and 
safe environment, to 
challenge yourself phys¬ 
ically as much or as little 
as you want and to meet 
other women who are 
interested in keeping fit 
and making new friends. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, go to www.women- 
runningpenarth. org. uk. 


Compact Chrysler 
manages to convey 
its own character 


A merica is 

renowned for 
its enormous 
Cadillacs and other 
notorious gas guz¬ 
zlers, but not with 
small, efficient 
hatchbacks. 

Not until now any¬ 
way. The compact 
Chrysler Ypsilon, the 
chic Prench sounding 
five-door hatchback 
looks like a three-door, 
thanks to concealed door 
handles at the rear. 

This cheeky little 
yank is actually based on 
a Piat 500 and its 
appearance, mainly due 
to the bonnet and 
chrome grille, has hints 
of the larger Chrysler 
Voyager about it. 

I tested the perky 1.2- 
litre petrol, finished in 
an attractive two-tone 
brown. There’s pleasing¬ 
ly a lot of chrome on 
this vehicle - the chrome 
door handles are some¬ 
thing you don’t get very 
often these days, unless 
you’re in the market for 
a Rolls. 

Step inside and the 
first thing you notice is 
that there is no 
speedometer in front of 
the steering wheel, 
which is quite discon¬ 
certing, as you can see 
in the video at test- 
drives.biz. 

Instead, Chrysler has 
positioned it in the cen¬ 
tre of the dashboard 
together with the rev 
counter. It might look 
eye-catching and means 
that whether it’s a left or 
a right hand drive the 
speedo doesn’t need re¬ 
positioning, but I don’t 
like it. 

It is awkward to con¬ 
stantly look to your left 
to monitor your speed 
and particularly irritating 
when approaching speed 
cameras. 

Aside from this, the 
interior is pleasingly 
comfortable and the 
seats are upholstered in 
really cosy velour. 

It can be noticeably 
lethargic with a slight 
delay, reminiscent of the 
Piat 500 funnily enough, 
and so when overtaking 
in any of the Ypsilon 
models, plenty of 
revving is required, but 
that’s not a problem. 

You’ll also have to be 
prepared to change down 
a few cogs to complete 
the manoeuvre in a safe 
manner. Demanding 
drivers though, will 
enjoy getting the most 
from the engine and 
hearing the attractive 
note emitted when it’s 
under pressure. 

It handles varying 
types of roads proficient¬ 
ly and all occupants 
arrive at their final desti¬ 
nation relaxed. 

A little qualm is that 
the driver has to be care¬ 
ful where they place 
their hands on the steer¬ 
ing wheel because of the 
angle of the stereo and 
telephone controls on the 
wheel. 


MOTORING with 
TIM SAUNDERS 



Chrysler Ypsilon. 


On a number of occa¬ 
sions, my right hand 
operated the telephone 
switches, cutting into the 
radio programme I’m 
listening to. 

This eye-catching lit¬ 
tle American seems an 
efficient car, easily cov¬ 
ering 500 miles on a 
tank of fuel. This is 
helped by the automatic 
engine start/stop func¬ 
tion. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, says: “The dis¬ 
tinctive headlights sitting 
either side of the shield¬ 
shaped grille set it apart 
from the other, more 
generic hatchbacks and 
when you move around 
to the rear, the drama 
continues: the well- 
sculpted LED tail-lights 
at either side of the boot¬ 
opening give the car a 
unique, yet satisfyingly 
rounded rear end. 

“The Ypsilon has cer¬ 
tainly got a European 


design (that’s a good 
thing) and it’s much 
more curvy than 
Chrysler’s more sizeable 
hatchback, the Delta. 

“The Ypsilon has the 
underpinnings of the Eiat 
500 and the Eord Ka but 
it has a longer wheelbase 
(the same wheelbase as 
the 2012 Eiat Panda). 

So, it’s a looker (of 
sorts) and should appeal 
to those after ‘something 
different’.” 

Although its boot is 
large enough for a 
pushchair, the Ypsilon is 
perfect for the young, 
free and single as room 
in the back is a little 
tight, but its size makes 
it ideal for parking in 
tight spaces. 

New price range: 
£10,695 - £15,695; 
Power: 69bhp; 0-60mph: 
Msecs; Top speed: 
lOlmph. 

Watch the video at 
WWW. testdrives.biz 


Entries open for 
world’s biggest 
fundraising swim 

mtr leisure rpntrps 


THE world’s 
biggest fundraising 
swim is back for 
another year and 
Marie Curie 

Cancer Care is urg¬ 
ing swimmers 
across Cardiff and 
the Vale to sign up 
for a new challenge 
for 2013. 

Held at over 600 
pools across the UK 
from 26-28 April, the 
event sees thousands of 
swimmers challenge 
themselves through 5k, 
2.5k and L5k individual 
challenges or Team 
5k/L5k challenges, 
while raising funds to 
help Marie Curie Nurses 
care for terminally ill 
people at the end of their 
lives. 

Presenter, Tim 

Lovejoy and Swimathon 
president/Olympic gold 
medallist, Duncan 
Goodhew, launched the 
event this month with 
the unveiling of their 
Swimathon Squad. 

Locally, people can 
take part in a number of 
sites, including Cardiff 
International Pool, 
Splott, Barry, Penarth 
and Llantwit Major 


leisure centres. 

Samantha Coles, 
community fundraiser 
for South East Wales, 
said: “Every year people 
across Cardiff and the 
Vale take on a 
Swimathon challenge 
and have a great time 
raising funds along the 
way. You can even 
choose to take part indi¬ 
vidually or as part of a 
team. This year we hope 
even more people will 
take the plunge and raise 
funds to help Marie 
Curie Nurses provide 
more free nursing care to 
terminally ill people in 
their own homes.” 

Marie Curie Cancer 
Care gives people with 
all terminal illnesses the 
choice to die at home. 
Eunds raised by taking 
on Swimathon 2013 will 
help Marie Curie nurses 
provide them and their 
families with free hands- 
on care and emotional 
support, in their own 
homes, right until the 
end. 

Enter online for a 
Swimathon session 
before January 31, and 
you’ll enjoy half price 
entry. Swimmer entry is 
open at www.swimath- 
on.org until April 24. 
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DINAS POWYS RFC TOO 
STRONG FOR HIRWAUN 


A STUNNING dis¬ 
play of complete 
team rugby saw the 
‘Villagers’ of Dinas 
Powys overwhelm a 
feisty Hirwaun team 
by scoring 12tries 
without conceding a 
point. 

The talented three- 
quarters scored 10 of 
these tries, with the back 
row adding the other two. 

The home side took 10 
minutes to open their 
account and the early 
stages saw the visitors 



Centre John Evans with wing Sam Alderman in 
support. Photo by Mark Harris. 


have good field posi- frustrating days was dance his way to within 


tions, 


The second half was 
an ill-tempered affair that 
saw two players from 
each side yellow carded 
and the home players 
showed huge commit¬ 
ment in defending their 
line even though victory 
was assured. 

Pack leader Nick 
Veggas was to the fore in 
this effort, and the flame 
-haired flanker, rejuve¬ 
nated by his move to the 
backrow, produced 
another quality perform¬ 
ance. 

The forwards were 
superb and produced a 

f 1 H • assuaged by a sweeping inches of the tryline plethora of possession 

Only a powerful drive ^love that allowed cen- before feeding support- for the threequarters , 

u minutes saw Lloyd and John ing number 8 Gareth who were guided by 

the home side win a Evans to combine to free Williams, who crashed Cooper at fly half, with 

scrum against the head to speedy left wing James over for the try. an accomplished per- 

clear their lines. Smith, who scored in the The final score of the formance, varying his 

The home scrum pro- left comer. first half saw Adam game and’controlling his 

vided a solid platform Dinas Powys were Williams score following backline with aplomb 

Jl’nTflll. TP”'’ a Stunning break from the showing no ill effects fol- 

ana me ironi row or clearance kick was col- base of a scmm by his hmit nf 

tighthead Mike Jones, lected by James Smith at brother Nathan and at ^ j nnLnnina 
hooker Lloyd Horwood full pace on halfway who half time the ‘Villagers’ rpT , lu ’ 
and loose head prop Tom then passed to Alderman, led 33-0. . 7^5 ™ 

Paterson once again did A series of passes The visitors competed ^ appypace o 

the hard work to produce freed full back Adam bravely but the pace and lowing the game with 
quality ball for their Williams to score the power of the home side coaches 
fleet-footed colleagues to first of his three tries, and saw them score 43 sec- Boyland 
show their pace. with Gavin Cooper ond half points and receiving 

The first score looked adding the conversion allowed coach Andy from hardworking club 
certain to come follow- after a quarter of an hour Vesey the luxury of using chairman Keith Bryan, 
ing a stunning break by the ‘Villagers’ led 12-0. all his substitutes, 
mercurial centre Dai Following a turnover Sam Alderman could 
Lloyd but with only the won by second row have scored five tries but Mackay mused that his 
full back to beat the scor- James Walters in their had to settle for a brace, longstanding try scoring 
ing pass soared above the own 22-metre area, the as did classy centre John record is under threat 
head of right wing Sam ball was passed 16 times Evans, who revelled in Equi several of the cur- 
Alderman. before flanker Morgan difficult conditions, and rent team if the team con- 

It was a case of deja vu Williams crashed over in skipper Nathan Williams ^nue their rich vein of try 
for Alderman as a few the shadow of the posts, chipped in with two of guorine form ^ 

minutes later scrum half The bonus point-gain- his own. ^ ’ jj, 

Nathan Williams made a ing fourth try was scored 
trademark break, but after 25 minutes follow- 
failed to supply the scor- ing a powerful drive by 
ing pass to the bleach- outstanding second row 
haired winger. John Morgan, which 

The fear that this was allowed scrum half 
going to be one of those Nathan Williams to 


Local Tae Kwon Do 
students triumph in 
charity event in Dorset 


Darlington 
and Vesey 
the plaudits 



Long-serving club 
secretary Cameron 


ON January 27, Tae Kwon 
Do students from Rhoose 
and Llantwit Major trav¬ 
elled to Dorset, England to 
compete in the Sam 
Aldridge Cup. 

This tournament was founded 
by Master Gordon Fearn, 

England team captain and former 
world champion, to support and 
donate to charity. 

Sam Aldridge was a brave 
young man who fought against 
cancer some years ago; he 


achieved his black belt in Tae 
Kwon Do and every year a tour¬ 
nament is attended by students 
from all areas. 

On the day, Mr Schembri, 
head instructor of JSTKD TKD 
Schools, took the team to the 
event, with many medals won in 
both patterns and sparring. 

“Our students, who acted with 
a great respect, won a medal in 
most divisions. They really made 
a good account of themselves 
and where they come from.” 

Students are pictured above 


from the local Rhoose and 
Llantwit schools - Hannah Hunt, 
Emily Hunt, Ashton Curnick, 
Menna Burmingham, Rian 
Thomas, Rhys Doel, Emily 
Dimmick, Kai Wheeler, Josh 
Edwards, Harry Burmingham, 
Harry Thomas. 

Classes are held throughout 
the Vale, for information please 
visit jstkd.co.uk or call Mr 
Schembri on 07711234500. 

JS 


Young Ryan’s 
boxing success 

RYAN ADKINS (age 14) from the Barry 
East End Amatuer Boxing Club, became 
Welsh Amateur Novice champion on 
Sunday, January 27, at the OLCP club, 
Bridend. 

Ryan was up against Evan Phillips from Brecon. 
Phillips came out all guns blazing, forcing Adkins 
onto the back foot but Adkins stayed composed and 
boxed his opponent with straight shots. 

Adkins grew stronger as the bout went on to win 
on points by 24-11. Coaches Leon and Alan Lamb 
are proud of Ryan and said he boxed really well and 
will only get better. 

AL 





LANDOW 


I I ( i*l It I 


' Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 
' Van MOT Preparation 

' Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Unit 10 Vale Business Park, Llandow 


Weather decimates 
the chess fixtures 


WITH the poor match at the height of the Illness and the 


poor conditions last unavailability of another 
Monday. player weakened our 

For Barry we were left team on paper but this 
with one remaining also led to a first start in 
match away to Cardiff, division one this season 
There was some doubt for Ken Hannah, 
about the viability of However, as we 
playing this match due to earned three wins and 
the snow and ice but two draws, our team per- 
thankfully the match was formed better than in the 
The Bridgend team completed with a satis- reverse fixture earlier in 
deserve plaudits for mak- factory win for the the season, 


weather conditions 
this week there have 
been numerous 
chess postpone¬ 
ments, including the 
Quarks’ home 
match against 
Pontypridd. 


ing their way to Bosons by a score of 4 - 
Caerphilly to play their 1. 


Snow plays havoc 
with darts games 


THE snow last week 
played havoc with 
the Tuesday night 
darts matches. 


played at the Came 

Arms. 

In the first semi-final 
Simon Reader and John 
Izzard (Hare & Hounds) 
Only the game at the pj^y Martin Thomas and 
Hare and Hounds, of the Mathew Pay (Edmondes 
five matches scheduled 'b'), while in the other 

for January 22, was Dai Thomas and 

played. In that game the Jonathan Cheal 

Hare and Hounds closed (Edmondes 'B') play 
the gap on the Edmondes Noyle Burt and Bill 
‘A’ in third place to one Poulds (Cross Inn). Also 
point by defeating them on that night, all rounds, 
6-3. including the final of the 

League standings; ladies doubles, will be 
Edmondes ‘B’ (53 played at the Edmondes 

points), Llanharry (49), Arms. 

Edmondes ‘A’ (46), Hare For further informa- 
and Hounds (45), tion and any enquires 
Farmers Arms (35), please e-mail Paul at 
Came Arms & White cowbridgedarts@google- 
Lion (33), Cross Inn mail.com; up-to-date 
(30), Old Post Ladies information on upcoming 
(25) and Highwayman matches, league results 
Inn (20). and league table can be 

On February 5 the found on the website: 
semi-finals and final of www.darts.apsn.co.uk. 
the men’s doubles will be PT 


As our team normally 
plays in the order dictat¬ 
ed by the current grading 
of the individual players 
this has meant that Steve 
Cunliffe is now able to 
play on board two. 

He has remained 
unbeaten since the turn 
of the year so perhaps he 
feels less pressure to per¬ 
form on this board. On 
the ten boards in our two 
matches this year we 
have obtained five wins, 
four draws and only lost 
on one board. 

This has moved the 
Bosons into third place in 
division one - like the 
cream in a Victoria 
sponge cake, sandwiched 
between the four teams 
representing the Cardiff 
club. 

For more details visit 
our website - barrychess- 
club.yolasite.com. 

The Barry Chess Club 
meets each Monday at 
their home venue of The 
West End Club, St 
Nicholas Road, Barry, 
CF62 6QY with matches 
starting at 7:30pm; new 
players of all ages and 
standards are welcomed. 

PJ 


Sea View Lads 
angling results 


SEA VIEW Lads have made a sporadic 
start to the year with mixed catches 
being landed with a conspicuous lack of 
codling. 

On January 13, Kev 
Gardner took the hon¬ 
ours with a small eyed 
ray for 61b 9ozs fol¬ 
lowed by M Kerslake 
and T Williams with 21b 
lOozs each. 

Paul Crook stole the 
show on January 20, on 
the first leg of the dou¬ 
bles. He had a conger 
of 101b 9ozs, followed 
by a rockling and whit¬ 
ing bag for a total of 
121b 7ozs. 

Up-and-coming con¬ 
tender Safie had two 


Cardio 
tennis in 
Dinas 

FOLLOWING the 
success of tennis as 
an Olympic sport 
last summer, with 
Andy Murray win¬ 
ning gold and silver 
medals, Dinas 
Powys Lawn Tennis 
Club has been 
awarded a grant to 
run an adult fitness 
course in Cardio 
Tennis. 

No tennis skills are 
required but participants 
will pick up ball skills as 
they get fit with a cardio 
workout to music. Non¬ 
members are particularly 
welcome to take part 
every Saturday morning 
from 9am to 10am with 
no cost involved - just 
call or text 07909987359 
to book a place for 
group sessions from 
February 2. 

Children can also 
come along to join in 
mini tennis groups at a 
cost of £2 for non-mem¬ 
bers each Saturday 
morning. 

NW 


whiting for 21b. This 
was followed by Paul 
Coles with lib 7ozs. 

Not too bad a start 
for the year, but the lat¬ 
est competition hinted at 
what February may 
bring, with a combined 
total weight of just 31b 
41/2 ounces for the top 
eight anglers! 

Young Sam Lougher 
led the field with a 
mighty 12 ounces, while 
Mike Kerslake declared 
a 1 1/2 ounce bag - not 
sure what species it 
was, but he must have 
good eyesight! 

JC 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Ford Foeut 

FcPd Focus 



ford 

Tnmtpddar 
9 Mit mirdbuoM 



(01656) 

•660160 

Fiji Avaidbk* on our we n itn 

wlckvdiihire.co.ulc 
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Diesel Particulate 
Filter Removal 

No more limp mode or 
annoying lights. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee. 


EGR Deletion 

No more having to buy 
expensive EGR valves. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee 



MOT’S 



Vehicle Remapping 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains 

of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance 
gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 



Car Diagnostics 

Any make, any model. 
The most up to date 
equipment available. 


from 

£ 39 » 


Car 


AM Repair Work 
Undertaken At , ^ 

Competitive Prices loGrviCing 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW All major 


www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735591 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 


credit 
cards 
accepted 









06 56 FORD Focus C-Max 1.6 TDCi 1 
Zetec 5-Dr Estate. Black, Diesel, FSH, Air 1 
Con, CD Player, E/Wwindows, C/locking, 78k 1 

04 04 VW Golf 1.6 SE FSi 5-Dr. 
Beige, Automatic, Air Con, Alloys, 

CD Player, 88k 

08 58 VOLVO S40 2.0D SE 4-Dr Powershift. 
Blue, Diesel, FSH, Automatic, Climate 
Control, MFSW, 82k 

57 58 BMW 3 Series 3201 SE 2-Dr Coupe. 
Red, Auto, FSH, Sat Nav, Climate & Cruise 
Control, Parking Sensor, MFSW, 71k 

08 08 AUDI Q7 3.0 Quattro 240 S Line 
SDrTip Estate. Black, Auto, Diesel, FSH, 
Cruise & Climate Control, 6-CD Player, 
Parking Sensors & Much More, 74k 

£4,490 

£4,190 

£7,790 

£10,290 

£18,490 








^31 


05 05 BMW 320i SE 4-Dr. Silver, Dual 
Climate Control, Cruise Control, Parking 
Sensor, Alloys, 6 Speed, 104k 

09 59 PEUGEOT 207 1.6HDi 90 S 
5-Dr Estate. Red, Diesel, 1 Owner, 
FSH, Air Con, CD Player, Alloys, 65k 

1 06 56 RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi 86 Dynamique, 

1 3-Dr. Black, Diesel, Climate Control, Duel 

1 Sunroof, FSH, Alloys, CD Player, 80k 

09 09 AUDI A3 1.9 TDiE 5-Dr. Grey, 
Diesel, Sat Nav, F Audi SH, 1 Owner, 
Parking Sensor, Climate Control, 83k 

04 54 BMW 5 Series 525i SE 5-Dr 2.5 Estate. Bronze, 
Auto, Sat Nav, full Black Leather, FSH, Cruise & 
Climate Control, Parking Sensors, MFSW, 6-CD. 

£5,490 1 

B £5,990 ^ 

H £3,990 

^ £8,690 B 

■ £6,490 

735555 www.abc« 

arsalesltd.co.uk 

SAT NAV^ 
CF63 2NW 
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New Broad Street Motors 

Now on Cardiff Rood - Tel 01446 720044 


New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 



06 56 FORD Fiesta I 
1.4 TDCi Van | 

£3795+VAT 





MERCEDES BENZ SL500. 37,290 miles, in blue.£21,795 

AUDI A5 Quattro Sport. 23,560 miles, in black .£19,995 

PORSCHE Cayenne 4.5 Turbo S Auto. 51,600, in grey.£19,613 

MERCEDES CLK55. 44,225 miles, in silver.£19,495 

MASARATI Cambriocorsa. 37,535 miles. In grey .£18,995 

MERCEDES Benz ML320 CDi. 45,000 miles in silver .£16,995 

PORSCHE 911. 70,700 miles, in black.£16,644 

MERCEDES SL320. 47,470 miles, in mystic blue.£14,495 

MERCEDES Benz SL350. 69,260 miles, silver.£13,850 

HONDA RF-V CTDi. 44,640 miles, in black .£11,995 

MITSUBISHI Outlander 2.4 Elegance Auto. 43,780 miles, in grey.£11,995 

BMW 320D M-Sport. 53,050 miles, in red .£11,995 

MINI Cooper Graphite 1.6p. 13,810 miles, in grey.£10,995 

MIN116 One. 14,240 miles, in grey.£10,495 

FORD Fiesta Zetec. 11,230 miles, in black.£9,995 

MERCEDES BENZ C220 CDi Auto. 54,800 miles, in black.£9,995 

RENAULT Clio Sport. 39,690 miles, in white.£9,495 

MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior. 88,350 miles, in black .£9,495+vat 

VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 TDi GT 5-dr. 60,870 miles, in silver.£8,995 

VOLVO 2.4d V50 D5SE Sport. 88,460 miles, in black.£8,880 

FORD Focus Style 1.6TDCi 28,910 miles in black .£8,795 

KAWASAKI 250 Supercharged Jet Ski. 68 hours use (phone for details) .£8,495 

BMW 116i SE. 48,480 miles, in grey.£7,995 

JAGUAR XKR Supercharged, 91,890 miles in black.£8,716 

FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec. 8,020 miles, in blue .£7,628 

FIAT 500 Sport 31,165 miles in white.£7,995 

HONDA Civic Sport l-Shift Auto. 18,080 miles, in grey.£7,495 

PEUGEOT 207 Sport 13,890 miles, in grey.£6,995 

FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge. 49,880 miles, in white .£6,995 

MAZDA 3 Takara 23,700 miles in silver .£6,995 

TOYOTA Auris 1.6 VVTi TR 5-dr. 27,230 miles, in blue .£6,495 

HONDA Civic 48,890 miles, in silver.£6,295 

PEUGEOT 207 Verve, 29,700 miles, in grey.£6,181 

PEUGEOT 207 1.4VTi S 5-dr. 18,720 miles, in blue.£5,995 

MAZDA 3 Sport 46,000 miles, in blue .£5,341 

TOYOTA MR-2 48,640 miles, in red .£4,995 

FORD Fiesta Zetec S TDCi. 62,000 miles, in red .£4,795 

RENAULT Megane Estate 1.5 Dei Dynamique. 76,540 miles, in silver.£4,495 

BMW 318 2.0i SE. 65,560 miles, in silver.£4,495 

MERCEDES Benz SLK 230 88,630 miles, in silver .£4,495 

PEUGEOT 206CC. 68,310 miles, in blue .£4,295 

MERCEDES Benz ML 320. 76,000 miles, in blue.£3,995 

SUZUKI Jimny 4x4. 43,265 miles, in silver/black.£3,795 

RENAULT Megane Convertible 1.6 Dynamique. 49,165 miles, in silver.£2,995 

MAZDA MX-5. 60,500 miles, in red.£2,995 


SPECIAL OFFER: 

Oil Service & Winter Check only £99+VA' 

on production of this coupon. 

MoT Still only £25 
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08 58 MERCEDES Benz| 
CLK 220 Cdi Sport 



Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 
Diesel M-Sport 

In white with tan leather, 40,000 miles, 
1 owner, huge specification 

£29,995 


08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 
Diesel (Face Lift) 

Black, 71,000 miles, fantastic value 

£7,995 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 
Auto 

Met grey with beige leather, 53,000 miles 

£22,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto 

Met blue, white leather, 39,000 miles, 
£7,500 of extras when new 

£17,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


04 SMART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 road tax 

£2,495 



57 SKODA Superb V6 


upe 

Elegance Auto 

In Met Grey with full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav 

£5,995 



09 Nissan Micra 
1.4 Convertible 

In silver , 1 local owner, only 

£5,495 



Diesel Style 

Met purple, 51,000 miles, £30 road tax 

£4,995 


09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 Diesel M-Sport. In white, 
with tan leather, 40,000 miles, 1 owner, huge 

specification.£29,995 

07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 Auto. Met grey with beige 
leather, 53,000 miles, fantastic value at £22,995 
59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white 
leather, 39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new 
£17,995 

59 MINI Cooper Diesel Automatic in black, 17,000 
miles, rare spec .£10,995 

10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. Met blue, one 
owner, 38,000 miles. Host of extras . . . .£7,995 

09 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 Diesel (150) Elite. In 
Pacific Silver, 46,000 miles, fantastic value .... 

£7 995 

08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel (Face Lift). In 

black, 71,000 miles, fantastic value . . . .£7,995 
08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 
51,000 miles .£7,695 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, 
cd, etc, £30 road tax, low insurance . . . .£7,495 

09 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, 

fantastic value, new shape at.£6,995 

56 VOLVO V70 SE 2.4 (170) Auto Estate. In silver 
with black leather, 39,000 miles, FSH . . .£6,995 
58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 

miles, a/c, alloys etc.£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr. In silver, 

11,000 miles. Fantastic value at.£6,495 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver 
with beige leather trim, 73,000 miles, sat nav . . 

.£6,495 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey 
with full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav . .£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 

miles, low insurance.£5,995 

09 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 Platinum 5-dr. In silver, 
15,000 miles. £30 road tax, with a/c . . . .£5,695 
58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3TR 5-dr. In red with a/c, 

cd, alloys .£5,695 

11 KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 

miles, low insurance.£5,495 

10 VW Fox 1.2 Urban. In red, 32,000 miles, 1 local 
owner with e/w, c/I .£5,495 

60 NISSAN Pixo 1.0 N-Tec 5-dr. In silver, 27,000 

miles, 1 owner.£5,495 

60 VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local 

owner, only.£5,495 

57 NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta. In black, 29,000 

miles, superb throughout .£5,495 

55 MINI ‘One’ In silver, 33,000 miles with pan-roof, 

etc. Very nice example at.£5,495 

52 FORD Fusion 1.4 Diesel Pursuit. In met blue, 
37,000 miles, superb value at.£5,295 

57 NISSAN Note 1.6 Acenta. In electric blue, 

31,000 miles, superb throughout .£5,295 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic 

red, 48,000 miles.£4,995 

08 PEUGEOT 308 1.4S 5-dr in silver, 66,000 miles, 

low insurance.£4,995 

08 CITROEN C3 1.4 Cachet’. In silver, 15,000 
miles, 1 owner.£4,995 


57 RENAULT Clio 1.6 Privilege 5-Dr. In met black, 
27,000 miles, top of the range Clio at . . .£4,995 
57 FORD Fiesta 1.5 Diesel Style 3-dr. In met 

purple, 51,000 miles, £30 road tax.£4,995 

07 TOYOTA Yaris TS3 1.3 5-dr. In light blue metallic, 
low mileage example at .£4,995 

55 TOYOTA Corolla CLR 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. In 

platinum metallic, 62,000 miles.£4,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. 
In ice blue, full leather trim, stylish sports 

coupe at.£4,995 

03 MINI Cooper ‘S’. Electric blue/white roof, black 
1/2 leather, 72,000 miles, looks superb .£4,995 

56 CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 

miles, high spec example at .£4,795 

57 SMART ForTwo Passion. In silver, 48,000 miles 

with leather, h/seats, a/c.£4,495 

09 FIAT Panda 1.1 Active Eco. In silver, 26,000 

miles. Low running costs .£4,495 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. Electric blue with 
full leather trim, 82,000 miles, convertible £4,495 
06 CITROEN Picasso 1.6 Diesel Executive. In 
met black, 67,000 mile family hatch at . .£3,995 
03 MINI Cooper Automatic. In met red, 73,000 

miles, host of extras.£3,995 

56 CITROEN C4 VTR 1.6 Coupe. In met-burgundy, 

45,000 miles, great looking car at.£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 

71,000 miles, fantastic value at .£3,995 

55 VW Polo 1.4 (75) S 3-dr. In black, 53,000 miles 
with a/c, c/d, etc.£3,995 

58 DAIHATSU Sirion I.OS-i- 5-dr. In silver, low 
insurance + £30 road tax, with sun roof .£3,795 

06 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique 
Convertible in silver. Fantastic value . . .£3,495 
05 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-Dr. In silver, 31,000 
miles, 2 owners with a/c.£3,495 

53 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Diesel Reference 5-dr. In 

yellow, 71,000 miles, fantastic mpg.£3,295 

54 SMART for Four 1.1 Pulse 5-dr. Met gold and 

black, 45,000 miles, low insurance.£2,995 

53 VW Polo 1.2 Twist 5-dr. In met silver, 89,000 

miles, alloys etc .£2,995 

52 SMART Pulse Convertible Auto. In black, 

33,000 miles, £30 road tax.£2,995 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 
88,000 miles, fantastic MPG.£2,695 

52 PEUGEOT 206 Convertible. In met blue/black, 

leather, 46,000 miles, 1 owner.£2,695 

05 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ in silver, 38,000 
miles, low insurance.£2,595 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 

miles .£2,495 

54 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique 3-dr. In met red, 

58,000 miles, low insurance.£2,495 

04 SMART City Pulse Automatic. In red/black, two 

tone, £30 road tax .£2,495 

54 FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-Dr. In silver frost met., 

80,000 miles, air con etc.£2,495 

05 FORD Ka. In met blue, 45,000 miles, low 
insurance.£2,195 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles 

with a/c, cruise control, cd .£2,195 



59 MINI Cooper 
Diesel Automatic 

In Black, 17,000 miles, rare spec. 

£10,995 



59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£7,495 



56 JAGUAR X-lype 2 litre Diesel SE 

Met silver with beige leather trimm, 
73,000 miles with sat nav 

£6,495 



03MINI Cooper 'S' 

Electric blue/white roof, block half leather, 
72,000 miles, looks superb. 

£4,995 


RBC 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABU • All CARS HPi CHAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
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MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 























































































































Wales can use opener against 
Ireland as launch pad to end 
the depressing spiral of defeat 

(...But time is long overdue to look at the role of the referee) 


40 - THE GEM 
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Thursday, January 31st, 2013 


LEFT: Welsh players 
take a break from 
training: Left to right: 
Wales captain Sam 
Warburton and squad 
members, Leigh 
Halfpenny, Toby 
Faletau, George North, 
Jamie Roberts, Mike 
Phillips, James Hook 
and Jonathan Davies. 
They are pictured 
alongside crew 
members of the ‘new 
generation ’ Wales Air 
Ambulance, which could 
now have up to 300-plus 
emergency landing sites 
- thanks to a new WRU- 
backed scheme 
nominating rugby clubs 
around the country, 
which could accommo¬ 
date the charity’s life¬ 
saving helicopter. 

Top right: Wales ’ ‘Mr 
Indispensable ’, tight 
head prop Adam Jones. 

Right: A new face, 
thanks to his grandad. 
Harlequins ’ Oily Kohn. 


S O, here we go again...the 
2013 Six Nations champi¬ 
onship, whose outcome - 
even more than usual - is well 
nigh impossible to predict 
(though, in truth, it’s an obses¬ 
sive media practice that this col¬ 
umn usually seeks to avoid!) 

Picking an outright Grand Slam 
winner is particularly pointless, 
though, in a season that has been 
hadly distorted hy injuries and 
bedevilled by form and unavailabili¬ 
ty issues to an unprecedented extent 
- certainly in the case of Wales, who 
open their defence of the title they 
won last year against Ireland at the 
Millennium Stadium, on Saturday. 
^An^obe^ssessmen^^Welsl^^^ 
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chances of a rare back-to-back 
Grand Slam, is made doubly diffi¬ 
cult, given that caretaker coach 
Robert Howley has opted to delay 
naming his starting line-up until 
later today, Thursday - just two 
days before the kick-off - proof 
enough of the selection dilemmas he 
faces, particularly up front, and the 
consequent need to keep the opposi¬ 
tion guessing. 

With the abrasive Irish pack 
reportedly licking their lips at the 
prospect of taking on a perceived 
weakness in the Welsh front five, all 
eyes will turn on Howley’s team 
sheet today - in particular, the 
denuded second row, deprived of 
regular first choice players, and with 
question marks hanging over the 
match readiness of other familiar 

names, both up front and 
behind. 

An indication of this was 
the sudden introduction 
into the national squad of 
several promising, but 
untried players, and also 
the surprise enlistment 
from outside the squad on 
Friday of 31-year-old 
Harlequins second row, 
Oily Kohn, who (fortu¬ 
itously, it turns out) has a 
Welsh grandfather! 

While it would be an 
exaggeration to view all 
this as proof of a ‘crisis’ in 
the camp, there can be no 
doubting the Welsh title 
holders’ concern over the 
disruption to their prepa¬ 
rations for a tournament 
that this year holds extra 
significance for all home 
nations’ players, with the 
lure of a Lions’ summer 
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tour in the offing. More important¬ 
ly, there is the urgent need to arrest 
a worrying downward spiral in 
Welsh rugby that has seen the four 
regions fail (again) in Europe, and 
the national team lose seven of their 
last eight outings, including two 
‘whitewashes’ by southern hemi¬ 
sphere teams - in Australia last 
summer and Cardiff in the autumn. 

Thus, Saturday’s Six Nations 
opener is a high pressure test in 
more ways than one, for both the 
players and the Welsh coaches - 
after all, Ireland have won 10 out of 
the last 16 clashes between these 
arch rugby rivals. 

On the flipside, Wales can point to 
a 23-21 victory in Dublin last year, 
en route to their third Grand Slam 
in eight years, and also the ruthless 
22-10 demolition of the men in green 
in the quarter final of the 2011 
Rugby World Cup in New Zealand, 
following on the 19-13 Welsh win 
earlier that year. 

Moreover, the record books reveal 
that they have won 65 of the 118 
meetings, to Ireland’s 47 - with six 
games drawn. This close-fought 
rivalry is borne out by the overall 
points totals: Wales 1,393 pts to 
Ireland’s 1,260 pts. 

The ‘no-holds-barred’ nature of 
these often stormy encounters 
between Celtic cousins was laid 
down from their very first clash on 
January 28,1882 at Lansdowne 
Road, Dublin. The 8-0 result was 


Wales’ first victory on the interna¬ 
tional rugby field, in a match that 
one contemporary observer, in a 
masterpiece of understatement, said 

was ^^disrupted by disputes on both 
sides^’... 

The fiery tradition will no doubt 
be resumed this weekend, and as 
usual will need firm, but enlightened 
handling by the man with the whis¬ 
tle. 

It is fervently to be hoped, then, 
that the result will not be deter¬ 
mined by the kind of baffling incon¬ 
sistency, both in terms of interpreta¬ 
tion and implementation of the laws 
- which has been all too prevalent 
among big match officials of late. 

With the professional game’s cur¬ 
rent over-emphasis on brute, physi¬ 
cal force, as opposed to flair and 
guile - reflected in an ever-rising 
injury toll - there are serious health 
and safety concerns that the game’s 
administrators, who, after all, have a 
duty of care to players (employees), 
would do well to take heed of, to 
avoid potentially grave conse¬ 
quences. 

They could start by taking a long 
overdue look at the whole method of 
control on the field of play, for the 
demands of today’s professional 
game seem to put this task beyond 
the powers of one man to manage. 

It surely calls for far more s hared 
responsibility by all match officials. 

Why, oh why, aren’t the two 
^Assistant Referees^ more pro-active¬ 
ly involved in the action, rather than 
do little more than wave a flag in the 
air occasionally, as did linesmen in 
the old amateur days? 

They and the TMO - ‘Television 
Match Official’ (another impressive 
title with a limited function!) need 
to actively intervene, do as their job 


titles suggest, and ASSIST the refer¬ 
ee, who nowadays cannot be expect¬ 
ed to see everything going on around 
him. 

In this way, cynical, off-the-ball 
actions, so-called ‘professional fouls’ 
and other blatant (and not so bla¬ 
tant) transgressions, could be deci¬ 
sively dealt with on the spot - unlike 
during Wales’ autumn series, when 
unacceptable acts of brutality went 
unpunished. (7 don’t mean the mis¬ 
use of yellow cards, intended only for 
technical offences). 

With four pairs of eyes, each given 
direct responsibility for monitoring 
various areas of play - setpiece, the 
tackle area, off-the-ball incidents 
etc, but with the referee, of course, 
having the last word - it could even 
dispense with the need for a citing 
commissioner! 

As has been stated in this column 
many times before, we all accept 
that rugby football is, by its very 
nature, a physical contact sport - 
but it is NOT cage-fighting, or all-in 
wrestling! 

It is, after all, supposed to be a 
sport suitable for family viewing, 
with a worldwide TV audience! 

(It would be interesting to know what 
readers think. Contact: don 
John @ tindlenews. co. uk) 

For now, though, the spotlight 
turns to Cardiff at 1.30 pm on 
Saturday, where despite everything, 
the loyal legions of ever-optimistic 
followers hope that Welsh strength in 
depth will prove equal to meeting the 
Irish threat - and gain momentum 
for a return to winning ways, notwith¬ 
standing recent setbacks. 

Who is to say, despite the doubters, 
that this confidence is misplaced? 

(SEE SPECIAL SIX-NATIONS 
FEATURE ON PAGE 15) 






























